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tHE 



LADY OF THE LAKE, 



CANTO FIRST. 



%\it Cga0e^ 



Jil ARP of the North ! that mouldering long hast hung 

On thei witch-ehn that shades Saint Fillan's spring. 
And down the fitful breeze thy numbers flung, 

Till envious ivy did around thee clings 
Muffling with verdant ringlet every string, — 

O minstrel Harp, still must thine accents sleep ? 
Mid rustling leaves and fountains murmuring. 

Still must thy sweeter sounds their silence keep, 
Nor bid a warrior smile, nor teach a maid to weep ? 



«* .Kiik^ 
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^ TH£ LADY OF THE LAKE. CAHTO L 

Not thus, in ancient days of Caledon, 

Was thy voice mute amid the festal crowds 
When lay of hopeless love, or glory won, 

Arovsed die fisarfidi or sabdaed the proud. 
At each according pause, was heard aloud 

Thine ardent symphony sublime and high ! 
Fair dames and crested chie& attention bow'd ; 

For still the burthen of thy minstrelsy 
Was Knighthood's dannUesa deed, and Beauty's 
matchless eye. 

O wtalfie onoe jnore ! how nade sde'er the hand 

That TBOlures ^ar dby mngjb maze to strays 
O wajce onoemore I tlitugh«ailree toy skill nfMVMmd 

Some feebk echettig of thkie earlier lay : 
Though hacik and feini, aiidiNxm to die away, 

And all imwordiy of thy aobler straia, 
Yet if one heart throb higher at its ^way^ 

Hie wiard noli* h«s not been touched in vain. 
Th^i silent be no »ore ! £ndhftntres$» wake i^ain i 



THE CBASB. 



I. 

1 HE Stag at eve had drunk his fll^ 

Where danced ^e hmoq on Mc«an'i riil) 

And deep hie midnight lair had made 

In lone Gl^iartn^B hazel ihade ; 

But, when the iun bis beacon red 

Had kindled on Benvoiriich'i head. 

The deep-numthed bkxxMioBnd'i hetvy bay 

Resounded up the rod^ waj* 

And &int, fi-om farther distance borne, 

Were heard the clanging hoof and horn. 

II. 
Aa chirfwho bean hie warder caH, 
"To arms t the feemeD storm the wali" 



' 



6 THE LADY OF THE LAKE. CANTO L 

The qjEitler'd monarch of the waste 

Sprung from his heathery couch in haste^ 

But, ere his fleet career he took, 

The dew-drops from his flanks he shook ; 

Like crested leader proud and high, 

Tossed his beamed frontlet to the sky y 

A moment gazed adown the dale, 

A moment snuffed the tainted gale, 

A moment listened to the cry, 

That thickened as the chace drew nigh ; 

Then, as the headmost foes appeared, 

With one brave bound the copse he [cleared,. - 

And, stretching forward free and far. 

Sought the wild heaths of Uam«Var. 



IIL 

Yelled on the view the opening pack. 
Rock glen and cavern paid them back f 
To many a mingled sound at once 
The awakened mountain gave response^ 

8 
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An hundred dogs bayed deep and strong, 
Clattered. an hundi^ steeds along, ' ' 
Their peal the merry horns nxpg but, : 
An hundred voices joinied the sHout ; 
With hark and whoop' and wild halloo. 
No rest Benvoirlich's echoes knew* 
Far from the tumult fled' the roe, > 
Close in her covert cowered the doe. 
The falcon, from her cairn on^ high. 
Cast on the rout a wondering eye^ 
Till far beyond her piercing ken 
The hurricane had swept the glen. 
Faint, and more fkint, its failing din 
Returned from cavern, cliff, and linn^ 
And silence settled, wide and still. 
On the lone wood and mighty hill. 



IV. 
Less loud the sounds of sylvan war 
Disturbed the height^ of Uam-Var, 
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• THE LADT OF THE LAKE. CAIHO I. 

And rooied tbe cayeni» wkere 'tit told 
A giant made hit den of old i 
For ere that steep aaoent was woii» 
High in his path«way hung the imi^ 
And maxi^ a gaOant, stayed per-ibroe^ 
Was ikin to hteatfae hb fiuiltering b^ne } 
And of the trackers of tiie deer 
Scarce half the Ifasrnin g pack was near i 
So shrewdly, on the nountaiti side^ 
Had the bold bnrst tiidr nettle tried. 



The noble Stag was pausing now^ 
Upon the mountain's southern brow^ 
Where broad estended» &r beneath. 
The varied reabns of fair Meateith. 
With anxious eye he wand«r*d o'er 
Mountain and meadow, moss and moor. 
And pondered refi^ from his toilf 
By £ir Lochaid or Aherfoyle. 



CAVTO I. THE CHAtE. 

But nearer was the oopee-irood grty* 
That wared and wept on Locb-Achmy, 
And mingled with die pine-trea blue 
On the bold clifb of Ben-Tenae. 
Fresh vigoor with the lu^ returned, 
With &pag toot the beatfa he apuroed, 
Hdd westward with unwearied race. 
And left bditod the panting chase. 

VI. 
'Twere long to tell what steed* gave o'er, 
As sw^t the fauDt UuVu^ Cambut'^nMe; 
What reins were ttghtened is deqisir. 
When rose Boiledi'a lidge in air { 
Who fli^jged nptm Bocbaade's heath. 
Who shunned to stem the flooded Teith,^ — 
For twice, that day, trom shore to shore. 
The gallant Stag sworn stoutly o*er. 
Few were the stri^len, feUowing fiu-. 
That reached the lake of Vumaclwr ; 



10 THE LADY OF THE LAKE. CAHTO I. 

And when the Brigg of Toric was won, 
The headmost Hoiseman rode dlone. 



VII. 

Alone, but with unbated zeal, 

That horseman plied the scourge and steel ; 

For, jaded now, and spent with toO, 

Embossed with foam, and dark with soil, 

WhQe every gasp with sobs he drew. 

The labouring Stag strained fiill in view. 

Two dogs of blade Saint Hubert^s breed, 

Unmatdied for courage, breath, and speed, 

Fast on his flying traces came. 

And all but won that desperate game ; 

For, scarce a spear's length firom his haunch', 

Vindictiye toiled the blood-hounds staunch ; 

Nor nearer might the dogs attain. 

Nor fiuiher might the quarry strain. 

Thus up the margin of the lake. 

Between the precipice and brake. 

O'er stock and rock their race they take. 



CANTO L THE CHASE* 11 



VIIL 

The hunter marked that mountain high. 
The lone lake's western boundary, 
And deemed the Stag must turn to bay, 
Where that huge rampart barred the way ; 
Akeady gk>rying in die prize, 
Measured his antlers with his eyes ; 
For the death-wound, and death-haUoo, 
Mustered his breath, his whinyard drew { 
But thundering as he came prepared. 
With ready arm and weapon bared. 
The wily quarry idiunned the shock, 
And turned him from the opposing rock ; 
Then, dashing down a darksome glen. 
Soon lost to hound and hunter's k^a, 
In the deep Trosach's wildest nook 
His spUtary refoge took 
There while, dose couched, the ihicket shed 
Cold dews and wild flowers on his head^ 



It TH£ LADY OF THE LAKB. GAMIO I.. 

He heard the baffled dogs in yain 
Rave throu^ the hollow pass amain^ 
Chiding the rodu that ydled agaia. 

IX. 

CkMie on the hounds the hanter came« 
To dieer them on the vamahed games 
Bnty stumbling in die ragged deil. 
The galhrnt hone exfaaaated fidl. 
The imiNrtient ridec atrore in yain 
To rouse him with the wpwt asd rein^ 
For the good steeds his labours o'er. 
Stretched his stiff limbs to rise no more ; 
Then^ touched with pity and remone. 
He sorrowed o'er the expiring hone. 
<* I little thonghty when first thy tein 
I slacked upon the banks of Seine, 
That highland eagle e'er should feed 
On Ihy fleet limbs, my matchless steed I 
Woe worth the chase, woe worth the day. 
That costs thy life, my gallant grey !" — 



CAMTO l« THE CHA8X. 13 



Then through the dell his hc»ii lesomidsy 
From vain puiwiit to call the hounds 
Back limped, irith tkiw aad ccipided pooe. 
The ^ulky leadears of the chaae $ 
Close to their master's side thqr pmsed. 
With drooping tail and humbled crest i 
But stiU the dingie^s holldw throat 
Prolonged the sweUtng bngfe-note* 
The owlets started fiam tibtdr dreamy 
The eagles answered miii their scraam^ 
Round and arouodl the arands were caity 
Till echo seemed an aaswering Uaat ; 
And on the hmter Ued Ilia wajy 
To join some comradas of the day ; 
Yet often paused^ so atraoge thexoady 
So wondroua wane tke aoenea it show'd. 
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XI. 

f 

The western wayes of ebbing dsy 
Rolled o'er the glen their level way* ; 
Each purple peak, each iBinty spire. 
Was bathed in floods of living fire. 
But not a setting beam could glow 
Within the dark ravines below, 
Where twined the path, in shadow hid. 
Round many a rocky pyramid, 
Shooting abruptly from the deU 
Its thunder-splintered pinnacle ^ 
Round many an insulated mass, 
The native bulwarks of the pass, 
Huge as the tower which builders vain 
Presumptuous piled on Shinar's plain. 
The rocky summits, split and rent. 
Formed turret, dome, or battlement. 
Or seemed fentaatically set 
With ciqmls or minaret, 



CANTO I. THE CHASE« 15 

Wild crests as pagod ever deckied, 

Or mosque of pastern arcibitect. 

Nor were these earth-bom castles bare, 

Nor lacked they many a banner fair ; 

For, from their shivered brows displayed. 

Far o'er the unfathomable glade. 

All twinkling with the dew-drop ^he^. 

The briar-rose fell in streamers green, 

And creeping shrubs, of thousand dyes. 

Waved in the west-wind's summer sighs. 



I- 



XII. 
Boon nature scsttered, fireeand wild, 
Each plant or flower, die mountain's child. 
Here eglantine embalmed the air. 
Hawthorn and hafiEel mipgled there; 
The primrose pale, and violet flower. 
Found in each clifi*a narrow bower ; 
Fox-glove and night-shade, side by side. 
Emblems of punishment and pride, 



/ 
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16 THE ULDT 07 THE LAKE. GAlilO I* 

Grouped their dark hues with everj stain. 
The weather-beatm crqgs retoiiu 
With boughs that quaked 9i eyerj Inreatib, 
Qrey birch and aspen wept beneath i 
Aloft» the ash and warrior oak 
Cast anchor in the rifted rock ; 
And higher yet the pine-tree hung 
His shatter'd trunk, and fr^q^ent flung* 
Where seemed the diffi to nMet on high, , 
His boog^ athwart the narrowed sky. 
Highest of afl, where white peaks glanced, 
Where glistening strieamers waved and danced, 
The wanderer's eye could bare^ view 
The tununer hea¥en's delicioua bhiet 
So wondrous wild, the whole might seem 
The scenery cf a fiiiy drMOou 



Onward, amid the copae 'gan peep 

A narrow inlet «lall and deiqp* 
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dAllTOI. THE CHAllfc. 17 

Affording scarce such breadth of brmiy 
As served the wfld-duck's brood to swiin ; 
Lost lor a space, through thickets veering, 
But broader when again appearing, 
Tall rocks and taStei knolls their iiu^ 
Could on the dark4>lue mirror trace; 
And farther as the hunter stray'd. 
Still broader sweep its channds made. 
The shaggy mounds no longer stood, '' 
Emerging ftom entangled wood. 
But, waye-encirded, seemed to float. 
Like casde girdled with its moat ; 
Yet broader floods extending stiD, 
Divide them from thdr parent hiQ, 
Till each, retfaring, claims to be 
An islet in an inland sea. 



XIV. 

And now, to issue from the glen. 

No pathway meets the wanderer's ken. 
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Unless to €)ipb^ with fcotkig mce^ 
A hi |Ti?qJ6cting {NPedpicfw 
, The hfqam^B tougb looto his ledder iiifui% 
The hazel fivpUn^ lent th^ aid $ 
And thitt 4tp aiirjr p(»al; he wqpy 
Where,; gleaqiiff^ with the iwtt^ ; 

One bumish'd sheeti aS liiriag rgoldj > 
Ixx;h-Ka|c^ie Ifj J^i«miaitk him xoUad^ 
In aU her jec^gt^ fiir figwdii^ b^ 
With promoatoiy, creejc, ^od haf » 
And islands fihat, «nipiurpled hiH^^ 
Floated amid the liii^eUi^ ^sbt j 
And mountaimy th# fUke g»«tit» ^stfliiMJi . 
To centind cpchao)^ land*. 
High on the sof 1^ h;q[{^ BimFemae 
Down to the lake in nayaspes^ threff 
Crags, knolls, and mounds, confusedly huried^ 
The fragments of ao eia*lier world ; 
A wildering forest jfeatbered Q^er * 
His ruined sides md wunmit hoar^ 



* * 
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Whde <m die nor^ tkmugh middle mr$ 
Ben-an heaved li%k his fbrriuMKi l)*M. 

XV. . 



From the steep ptMipntGry ipzed 
The Strange, raptured and amaxed* 
And, << What a scene irere hore/* he criedf 
^^ For princely pomp or churchman's pride I 
On this bold brow, a.lordly tower ) 
In that soft Tale, a lady's, bover I 
On yonder meadow^ £ur away » 
The turrets of a deiater greyi 
How bHtbeiy J!^^ the bn^b^hom 
Chide, on tiie fadce, die Jingering mocoLlr 
How sweet, at eve, the lover's lute 
Qiimei when the groves w«*e.8tiH and mute I 
And, when d»e midnight moon du)idd laare 
Her forehead in ifae silfer wave^ 
How solemn on' the ear would come 
The holy madin^a diatant huin^ ^ ' 

18 



90 THE LADT OF THB LAKE.. GAlltD I. 

While the deep peaPs oceaipaiidiiig tone 
Should wakey in ymder islet Idnei 
A sainted hermit from his cell. 
To drop a bead with erery knell — . 
And bogle, lute, and ball,'find al^ 
Should each bewildared stcanger call 
To friendfy feast, and %hted halL 



XVI. 

<< Blithe were it then to wander here ! 
But now, — beshrew yon mndtile deer^-^ 
Like that same hermit's, thm and «pare. 
The copse must give my eTenu^ iafe ; 
Some iboBsy bank my cooich vomt be,] 
Some rustling oak my canopy. 
Yet pass we that ;— the war and chase , 
Give little ehdiee c^rei^ng^lac&^r— 
A summer night, in green-wood spent, 
Were but to-morrow's merriinent ; 
But hosts may in these wilds abound^ 
Such as axe better missed than found $ 



GAMTO U THE CHASE. SI 

To meet nith highland plunderers here 

Were worse than loss, of steed or deer.-^ 

I am alone ;*— my bugle strain 

May call some straggler of the train ; 

Or» &11 the worst that may betidei 

£re now ihia faulchion has been tried.''-*% 



XVII. 
But scarce again his horn he wound. 
When lo ! forth starting at the sound. 
From underneath an aged oak, 
That slanted from the islet rock, 
A Damsel guider of its way, 
A little skiff shot to the bay, 
That round the promontory steep 
Led its deep line in graceful sweep, 
Eddying, in ahnost viewless wave, 
The weeping willow twig to lave. 
And kiss, widi whispering sound and slow. 
The beach of pebbles bright as snow. 






n 



S9 



THE LAD7 OT THE 1»AK£. OUraoi. 



The boalluid tofiiohM tihis alter stttadt 
Just as die Himtcar k& bis stand* 
And stood oonceakd amid tlie brdce, 
To view this Lady of ihe I^e. 
The maiden paiiaed, as if ag^ain 
She tkougbt tb catch the distant stndtL 
With head up-raised, and look intent* 
And eye and ear attetitiire bent, 
And locks lung bade* and lips iqmit* 
Like monanicBt cf Grecian art» 
In listening mood^ she seemed to stand 
The guardian I>Mad of the strand* 



xvm. 

And ne'er did Cireeian chiaiel trace 
A Nymph, a Naiad* or a Grace* 
Of finer form, or lo?dier face i 



What though ihe sun, with ardsnt firowi^ 
Had idif^tly tinged her dteek wilfc brown,- 
The sportive toU, which* short and light* 
Had dyed her glowing hue so bright* 



CMSno T. TQB CHASE. SS 

. Senred too in fcaestier mcS-t^ sbo^ 
Short glimpses of a tMPeast oTspoir : 
Wbat thoi^ na mie 0f eofirt)jf graee 
To measured mood liad tndnfid bef jiaciei---- 
A fiM>t more]%llt, a step move fuse, 
Ne'er from tbe^eatb-flower dadicd th^ d^w$ 
E'en the slight hare-belt raised Hs^lMad, 
Elastic from ker aity tread : 
What thongk «|)on her speech thertf Ismg 
The acoi»ri» of die* monataiii tonga^'-** 
Those siliier sovadb^ so soft^ so desov 
The list'ner held hia bfeath to hi 



A chieftain's daughfiei aeemad iha, maid i 
Her sattin snoods fee siBteni pifadt, 
Her golden brooch^ sockUith beliqi'd. 
And seldbm was a snood soniA 
Such wild liffiyriani; riagltift hid. 
Whose glossy Unck to shame wigihiL bring 
The plumage of the raven's wing i 
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I I • 

And seldom o'e|r a breast so fair^ 
Mantled a plaid with modest care. 
And never brooch the folds combined 
Above a heart more gpod a4d kind* 
Her kindness and her worth to spy. 
You need but gaze op Ellen's eye 1 ' 
Not Katrine, in her mirror blue. 
Gives back the shaggy banks more true» 
Than every firee-bom ghnce coiiiessed 
The guileless movements of her breast i 
Whether joy danced in her dark eye. 
Or woe or pity claimed a sigh, 
Or filial love was glowing there. 
Or meek devotion poured a prayer, ' 
Or tale dP injury called forth 
The indignant spirit of the norilii. 
One only passion, unfevealed. 
With maiden pride the maid concealed. 
Yet not less purely fdt the flame ;-** 
O nee4 I ^^ 4^^ passion's name ! 



1 
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XX. 

Impatient of the silent horn. 

Now on the gale her voice )vas borne : — 

*^ Father !" she cried ; the rocks, arouad 

Loved to prok^g die gentle sound. 

A while she pansed, no answer came, — 

*^ Malcolm, was thine the blast ?" the name 

Less resolutely uttered fell. 

The echoes could not catch the swell. 

^* A stranger I," the Huntsman said, 

Advancing from the haael shade. 

The maid alarmed, with hai^ty oar. 

Pushed her light shallop from the shore, 

And when a space was gained betw^n. 

Closer she drew h^ bosom's scre^i ; 

(So forth the startled swan would swing, 

So turn to prune his ruffled wing,) 

Then safe, though fluttered and amazed. 

She paused, and on the stranger gazed. 



\.. 
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Not his the form, nor his the ^e. 
That youthful maidens wont to fly. 

XXI. 
On his bold visi^ middle age 
Had slightly pressed its s%net sage. 
Yet had not quenched the open tnith^ 
And fieiy vehemence of youdi s 
Forward and frolic glee was therey 
The will to do, the soul to dare, 
The sparkling glance, soon blown to fire, 
Of hasty love, or headlcM^ ire* 
His limbs were cast in manly mooU^ 
For hardy sports, or contest bold ^ 
And though in peaceM garb arrayed, 
And wei^nless, accept his blade, 
His statdy mien, as w^ impKed 
A high-born h^urt, a martial pride, 
As if a baron^s crest he wore. 
And sheathed in armour trod the shore. 



CANTO I. YHEeHAftlt. ^ 

S%htiDg the petljr need be duiml» 

He told of his benighted noad^ 

His readj iqpeech flowed finr and fifee^ 

In phrase of gentkat dovrteqr $ 

Yet seemed that ione^ and gesture Uaodj[ 

Less used to sue dum to coimttaaid. 



XXII. 
A mrhile the nudd the Slaaui^ ej^ed, 
Andy reassured, at last replied) 
That highland halls were open still 
To wildered wanderers of the hill. 
'* Nor think. ycm aneiqiected come 
To yon lone isle^ onr dewn^ hmite i 
Before the heath had lost the dew, 
This xnonit a couch waa polfed ibr yon; 
On yonder mountain's purple head 
Have ptannigam and heath«coek bled. 
And our broad nete htm 9wepi the nMre, 
To fiunish fortk toot emung dieer.»— 



n THE LADT OP THE LAKE. OAVIO I. 

<< Now, by (he rood, my lovdy maidf 
Your courtesy has eraed,'' he said ; 
<* No right hare I to claim, misplaced. 
The welcome of expected guest. 
A wanderer here, by fortune tost. 
My way, my friends, my courser lost, 
I ne'er before, belieye me, fiur, 
Haye ever drawn your mountain air. 
Till on tfai^ lake's romantic strand, 
I found a fay in fiury land*"— «- 

XXIII. 
<< I well believe," the maid replied. 
As her light skiff approached the side, 
<< I well believe, that ne'er before 
Your foot has trod Lodi-Katrine's shore ; 
But yet, as &r as yesternight, 
Old ADan-bane foretold your phght,— ? 
A grey*>haired sire, whose eye intent 
Was on the vistoned future bent. 



<»•. 
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He saw your fiteed, a daj^led grey^' . 
Lie dead beneath the bkchen way ; 
Painted exaiet your ibrm and ndeD^ 
Your hunting suit of Iin6Qln'g!reen^'ii 
That tasselPd h<»rn iso gaily gilt) • ^ r • 
That faulchion's crooked blade and k3^ • 
That cap wtth heion's phuBa^iniii, . 

« 

And yon two houiMlsLso dark and g^im; 
He bade thotall should ready be, < = 

Tograceaiuertoffiiirdi#«e, ^ 

But light I held his prophecy, 

And deemed it was my ftdtePs horSy 

Whose echoes o'er the lake were botne/'-^ 



XXIV. 
The Stranger smOed : — << Since to your home, 
A destined erraitt knight I come, 
Announeed by prophet sooth and oM, 
Doomed, douBtless, fer ai^ieranent bdd, 
I'll lightty front each Ug^ empri2e. 
For one kind glance of those bright eyes ; 
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Permit me, fintf the tfldc.to gttido 
Your fiurjr fijgifte o'er tlie tide/'— 
The maid, with onik giypiciied aod Ajp 
The toil iinwoilted mw him try; 
For seldom, mxtpf if e^er befiwet ' 
His nobl^kaad hid grasped an oar: 
Yet with nMuii: Btnagdi his itvokeB hm drew. 
And o'er the lake titt ahalkp dBew ; 
With heads erect, and whimjpermg tify. 
The hounds behind their passage ply. 
Nor frequent does the:bri|^t oar break 
The darkening: nnmkr of the lake^ 
Until the rocky isle thqr reach. 
And moor their shallop on the beach. 

« 

XXV. 
The Stranger viewed the shore-arannd ; 
'Twas all so ckwe with copae-wood bonndf 
Nor tinack nor paith*way might dedaie 
That human fi>ot fm|aaQted thefe, 



I 



Until Ae mpHjQtaiiiHQraidbi shoiml 

It 

A damberiiig uoMtepected 7oid» 

That winded througli the UmgM flcitoif 

And opened on a najTOW g«een, 

AVhere weepx^ biroh and w^iow round ' 

With their long fibres wwept the ground ; 

Here, for retreat iu: dangerous how^ 

Some chief had framed 4 vualic b^^l^ev* 



XXVL 
It was a lodgp «f wqple aiiBe^ 
But strmge of atrticiiire and devke^ 
Of such materials, at around 
llie worloaan'^hmdJhiadnidkatfiiiuid. . 
Lopped of their bon^^ iheir hoar tronka bared, 
And by the hatdbt mddy aqnasred. 
To give the walls their dartined height. 
The sturdy oak and ask anite s 
While moss and day and leaves ccnnbined 
To fence each crevice from the wind* 
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The lighter jwie-trdes, oveivhead, 

Theur slender length for rafters ^eady 

And withered health and mshes diy • 

Supplied a riuaet canopy. 

Dae westward, fifonting to die gre^y 

A rural portico was seen, 

Aloft on native pillars borne. 

Of mountain fir with bark mishorn, ' 

Whare Ellen's hand had tanght to twine 

The ivy and Idaean vine, 

The clematis, the favoured flower. 

Which boasts the name of virgin-bower^ 

And every hardy plant could bear 

Loch-Katrine's keen and searching air. 

An instant in this porch she staid. 

And gaSiy to the Stranger said, 

" On heaven and on thy lady caH, 

And enter the endianted hall !''— 
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XXVII. 

<^ My hopci my heaven^ my tnut must be^' 

My gentle guide, in foUowing tin^J^*^ 

He crossed the threshold — aad a dang 

Of angry steel that Instant rang. 

To his IxJd brow hi^ spirit rushed. 

But soon for vain alarm he blushed. 

When on the floor he saw displayed. 

Cause of the xlin, a nid:ed bkde 

Dropped fiom the sheath, that careless flung 

Upon a stag's huge aUtlers swux^ ; 

For aD around, the walls to grace. 

Hung trophies of the flght or chase : 

A target there, a bugle here, 

A battle-axe, a hunting spear. 

And broad-swords, bows, and arrows store, 

With the tu^ed trophies of the boar. 

Here grins the wolf as wiien he died. 

And diere the wild-cat's brindled hide 

D 



S4 I'HE LADT. OF THE LAKE. CAMfU 

The frontlet of the elk adorns. 
Or mantles o'er the bisoftV horns ; 
Pennons and flags defiioed and stained^ ^ - 
That blackening streaks of blood retting . 
And deer-flkiKs, da p pled^ dun^ and Whiter 
With otter's fur and seal's nuke* 
In rude and uncouth tapestry ally. 
To garnish fprtb the ff^lvan .hall* . 

xxvm* 

The wondering StraAget round bim g»ssed» : 

And next the faUen we^ion raised ; — 

Few were the arms whose sinewy strength : 

Sujfficed to stretch it fordi at length. 

And as the brand he poised and swayed^ 

<< I never knew but onei" he said, 

<< Whose stalwart arm might brook to wield. 

A blade like this in battle field.''--^ 

She sighed» then smiled and took ihe word ; 

<< You see the guardian duimpion's swond: = 



#-. .J. 



extnaw h/iheghass. * s^ 



) .' 'I 



I • «' 



As %ht it mniibbr in Ills handy 

» 

As in my grasp ft'hio&I waiidf^ 
My sire^siaiil fomiimgiit gitoe Ae iJait 
OCiE«toigiJB^«nr.AfiQflbatt|. - <• ^•'^> 
Bat in the absent giant's hxM : . 
Are w(»i9ift now^.and jsevnabr obL"-^ > 

The midtress iotAld mansion came. 

Mature of age^ a gradefiil dame ^' • 

Whose easy iitep and stately povt 

Had well become a prinoeiy conrt, 

To whom, though more than kmdied knew. 

Young EUen ga^e a motfaer^is due* 

Meet wdoome to her guest she made, 

And every courteous rite was paid, 

That hoqiitality could dainit 

Though all unasked his birth dnd name. 

Such then the rererenoe to a guest^ 

That fellest he might join ihe &art, .. 
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And Horn his de^dlieitfoemaa'is.iloQr - -A 
UnqueBtion'd tom^ die banqilel </er» 
AtlengdilibniiiktiMe Strngoriaattesy »n 
« The kni^t of Snoiprdcmii^ Jamta EiteJamdi | 
Lord of a barren Ittritage^ . : , ^ li ^ ^[ 
Which his brave sifsa, firoift:ragB to ags^ / > A 
By their good swords had held with toil ; 
His sire had fidlen in sudi turmoil. 
And he, God wot, was fixroed toistand 
Oft for his right with blade in handt 
This morning with Loid Moray's traia 
He chased a stalwart stag in vain. 
Outstripped his comrades, missed the deer, 
Lost his good steed, and wandered here.''—* 



Fain would the Knight in tuin requipf; 
The name and state, of i Ellen's sire $ ' 
Well shewed the eld^ lady's mieu, 
^at courts, and cities she had seen ; 
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EDen, though more her looks displayed 
The simple grace of i^lvan maid, 
In speech and gesture, form and face, 
Shewed she was come of gentle race i 
^Twere strat^ in ruder rank to find 
Such looks, sudh manners, and such mind* 
Each hint the Knight of Snowdoun gave. 
Dame Margaret heard with sileiiee grave i 
Or Ellen, innocently gay, 
l^imed afl inquiry light away :— 
'* Wierd women we ! by dale and down^ 
We dwell a&r firbm tower and town. 
We stem the flood, -We ride the blast. 
On wandering knights our spells we cast ; 
tVhile viewless minstrels toiich the strings 
'Tis thus our charmed rhymes we sing.'*-^ 
She sung, said still a haip miseen 
Filled up die symphony between^ 
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<< Soldier, rest ! thy wartga^ o'er^ 

Sle^ the deep that kaows not biealdBig; 
Dream .of U&ttled, fields no iBore^ 

Days of danger i nigbts of waking* 
In our isle's enchanted haO, 

Hands unseen thy coach are strewing^ 
Fairy strains of music fail. 

Every sense in slamber dewjng* 
Soldier, rest ! thy warfiire o'er, 
Dream of fighting fidds bo moc^^ 
Sleq) the sleep that Ipiows not brealdng, • . 
Mom of toil» nor night ofwaidog^ 

^< No rude sound shall reach thine ear. 
Armour's cl|u^, os warr8teed diampi^g,. 

Trump nor pibroch summon here 
Mustering dan, or squadron tramping. 
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Yet the lark's sbriHfife may come 

At the dirf •^break firom the Mow, 
And the bittern sound his drufiii, 

Booming from the sedgy shaBow. 
Ruder sounds shall none be near, ^ 

* Guards nor warders dtall^ige here^ 
Here's no war-steed's neigh and diamping, 
Shouting clans or squadrons stamping. 



M. 



She paused-^en, blushing, led the ky 
To grace the stranger of the days 
Her mellow notes awhile prokmg 
The cadence of the flowing song, * 
Till to her lips in measured frame 
The minstrel verse spontaneous came. 

^Mg tmtitmin 

<^ Huntsman, rest ! thy chase is done. 
While om* slumbrous spe^ assail ye, 

Dream not, with the rising sun. 
Bugles here shall sound reveillie. 
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Sleep \ the deer is in his den ; 

Sleep ! thy hounds are by thee lying $ 
Sleep ! nor dreani in yonder glm% 

How thy gallant steed lay dying. 
Huntsman, rest ! thy chase is dooBf 
Think not of the risii^ suiy 
For at dawning to assail ye. 
Here no bibles sound rerea^e.''---* 

XXXIII. 

The hall was cleared — ^the Stranger's bed 
Was there of mountain heather ^iread^ 
Where oft an hundred guests had lain. 
And dreamed their forest sports again* 
But vainly did the heath-flower shed 
Its moorland, fragrance round his head ^ 
Not EHeu's q)ell had lulled to rest 
The fever of his troubled breast. 
In broken dreams the image rose 
Of varied perilsi pains, and woes ; 



2 



' \ 
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His steed now flounders in .the brake. 

Now sinks his barge upon the lake ; 

Now leader of a broken host, 

EQs standfird falls, his honour's lost. 

Then, — ^firom my couch may heavenly loif^t 

Chase that worst phantom of the night ! — 

Again returned the scenes of youth. 

Of confident undoubting truth ; 

Again his soul he interchanged 

With friends whose hearts were long estranged- 

They come, in dim procession, lisd. 

The cold, the fiGutbless, «nd the dead ; 

As warm each handr:each brow as ga^j 

As if they parted yesterday. 

And doubt distracts him at the view, 

O were his senses fabe or true ! 

Dreamed he of death, or broken row, 

Or is it all a visicm now J 
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XXXIV. 

At length, urith EUen in a grore, 

He seemed to ifvidk, and speak of lovi^V 

She listened with a blush and s^gh^ 

His suit was wann^ his hopes were high*. 

He sought her yields hand to tiasp. 

And a cold gauntlet met his grasp : 

The phantom's sex wiis ehlsnged ^und gcme, 

Upoii its head a hefanet dione ; * 

Slowly enlarged to giant size. 

With daik<»ied cheek and threataiiiig ey6s, * 

The grisly Tisage, stem and hoar, ' 

To Ellen still a likaiess bcore.— 

He woke, and, panting with affir^t, ' 

Recalled the vision of the night. 

The hearth's decaying brands were rdl, 

And deep and dusky lusti'^' AM, 
Half shewing, half concealing all 
The uncouth trophies of the halL 
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Mid those the Stxan^r fiKed hi»<e^ * 
Where that hoge fimkhum hug OD. ittgby : 
And thoughts on ihou^ts, a coundeas throng** 
Rushed, charing oonndeas didu^^ akmg^ 
Until, the giddy whirl to care. 
He rose, and sought the raoon^diine ptme. 



XXXV. ' 
The wild rose, eglantine^ and broom. 
Wasted around their rich perfume ; 
The birch-trees wept in fragrant bofan, 
The aspens slept beneath ihe eahn ; 
The sihrer J^^, with quirering ^anee. 
Played on the water's sdfl exptfuc,*-^ 
Wild were the heart whose passion's juray 
Could rage beneath the sober say ! 
He felt its calm, that warrior guest. 
While thus he communed with his breast : 
** Why is it at each turn I trace 
Some memory of that exiled race ? 
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Can I not monntaui maiden spy^ 
But she most bear the Douglas eye f 
Can I not view a highland brandy 
But itmnst match the Doughis hand i 
Can I not frame a fevered dream. 
But still the Dough» is the theme ?— 
FII dream no more — by manly mind 
Not even in sleep is will resigned. 
My midnight orisons said o'er, 
Fll turn to rest, and dream no more.''-— 
His midnight orison he told, 
A prayer with every bead of gold. 
Consigned to heaven his cares and woes. 
And sunk in undisturbed repose ; 
Until the heath-cock shrilly crew. 
And morning dawned on Benvenue* 
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'Z^U 3l0latait 






At. mom <lie bliiek*«^ tcnps 1^ jel;ly .uriiigy:! 

^Tis morning pc«»nptoth6 JitmetVUkhcst.ky^ 
All Nature's children feel die matin spring 

Of life revivingy .with .Tevising. day ; . 
And while yon little biUEk.^ideft down, the bay^ 

Wafting the strmger on his..wAyagaui9 
Mom's genial jtofluenee. zoused & Minstrd. grey* 

And sweetly o'^ Jive lake was. faeardAy .strain, 
Mix'd with .tke>.soiindiiig ^barp^ O white-haired 
Allan-lwifi'! ^ , - 



4S THE LADY OF THE LAKE. CAMXO fc 



II. 

** Not fister yonder rowArs* migbt * ' ' 
Flings from their oars the spray. 

Not faster yonder rippling bright. 

That tracks the shallop's course in light. 
Melts in the lake away, 

Than men from memory erase 

The benefits of former days ; 

Then^ Stranger, gd I good speed the while. 

Nor think again of the lonely islew 



^^ High place to tbee in royal court, 

High place in battled line. 
Good hawk and hound iur sylvan sport. 
Where Beauty sees the bnave resort, 

The honoured meed be thine I ' 
True be thy sword, thy fidend sinccee. 
Thy lady constant, kind and dear. 



i 
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And lost in bve's and firiandship's smile. 
Be memcffy <^die lonely isle. 



III. 
90tt0 (Ottnttflnlf 

^^ But if beneath yon soathem sky 

A plaided stranger roanit 
Whose 4roopiBg carett and stifled sig^, 
And sunken chedc and heairy eye. 

Pine for his higUand hoine $ 
Then, warrior, liien be thine to show 
The care that soodies a wanderer's woe ; 
Remember thai thy hap ere while 
A stranger in the lonely isle. 

'< Or if on life's uncertam main 

Mishap shall mar thy sail ; 
If faithful, wise, and bvaVe in T|dn, 
Woe, want, and exile thou sustain 

Beneath die fidde gale ; 



_ j._ 
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Waste not a sigh on fisrtune changed^ 
On thankless courts, or friends estranged. 
But come where kindred worth shall smile. 
To greet thee in the lonely isle.*' — 



IV. 

As died the sounds upon the tide, 
Tlie shallop reached the main-land side. 
And ere his onward way he took. 
The Stranger cast a lingering look. 
Where easily his eye might reach 
The harper on the islet beach. 
Reclined against a blighted tree. 
As wasted, grey, and worn as he. 
To minstrel meditation given. 
His reverend brow was raised to heaven. 
As from the rising sun to claim 
. A sparkle of inspiring flame. 
His hand, reidined upon the wire. 
Seemed watchiiig the awakening fire ; 
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3o Still he sate, 9s tho^ who wait 

Till judgment speak the doom of &te ^ 

So stilly as if no breeze might dar« 

To lift one lock of hoary hair > 

So still, as life itself were fled. 

In the last sound his harp had sped. 
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V. 

Upoii a rpck with lichens wild. 
Beside him Helen sate and smiled. 
jSmiled she to see the statdiy drake 
Lead forth his fleet upon the lake. 
While her vexed spaniel, from the beach, 
Bayed at the prize beyond l^s reach ? 
Yet tell me then the maid who knows. 
Why deepened on her cheek the rose ?-^ 
Forgive, forgive, fidelity I 
Perchance the maiden smiled to see 



• > « * 



Yon parting lingerer wave adieu, 
4M^d i^top and turn to ware anew ; 
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And, lovely ladm/ere your if^ 
Condemn the heroine of my lyttf 
Shew me the ISur wovld Btom foitpff 
And prize such cosqaeat of her eyel 

VI. 
While yet he loitered on the spot. 
It seemed as Ellen marked him not ; 
But when he turned him to the glade, 
One courteous psBTting mgn A» itmdt i 
And after, oft die ka^jM wotdd tiiy. 
That not when pri^e of festal day 
Was deaft him by the ln%htes( fidr, 
Who e'er irofe jewel in her luitf 
So highfy did his boficMn swdl. 
As at that dimple nnite fitf «W^. 
Now with a trusty montttaln gttidd, 
And his dark stag^hoiindd hj his aid^i 
He parts-^the maid, tmconsdoos stiU, ^ 
Watched him wind dcfwfy roiiiid flie hiD $ 
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But when his statdy form was hid. 

The guardian in her bosom chid — 

*^ Tkf Malooim 1 wsim and sdfish maid !** 

'Twas thus iipbraidliig ooBscidnce said, 

<* Not so had Malodm idijr hung 

On the smooth phrase of southern tongue^ 

Not so had Maleofan strained his eye 

Another step than thine to q>y— • 

<< Waike, iyian«-bane/' aloud she med. 

To the old Minstrd by her side^ 

*' Arouse thee firom thy moody dream ! 

Fll gife thy harp heroic theme, 

And warm thee witfi a ndble name i 

Four forth die glory of the Gacmto^**"^ 

Scaree firom her lip the Word had rushed. 

When deep the conscious BBMJden blbshed ; 

For of his clan, in hall Bod boiwer, 

Young Malcolm GxaSOke wm held the flower. 



^ 



$* TH£ LADT OF THE LAKE. CAMTO K 



VII. 

- * 

The Minstrel waked his harp — ^three timesf 

Arose the weU-known martial chimesy 

And thrice their high heroic pride 

In melancholy murmurs died. 

— " Vainty thou bidst, O noMe maid,*' 

Clasping his withered hands, he said,. 

<< Vainly thou bidst me wake the strain^ 

Though all unwont to bid in vain. 

Alas ! than mine a mightier hand 

Has tuned my harp, my strings has spanned t 

t touch the chords of joy, but low 

And moumfid answer notes of woe ; 

And the proud march which yictora tread, 

Sinks in the wailmg for the dead* — 

O well for me, if mine alone 

That dirge's deep prophetic tone f 

If, as my tuneful &thers said, 

« 

This harp, which erst Saint Modan swayed/ 

7 
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Can thus its master's £site foretell 
TheB Welcome be the minstrel's knell ! 



VIIL 
*^ But ah ! dear lady, thus it sighed 
The eve thy sainted mother died ; 
And sudh the sounds nviiich, while I i^troy^ 
To wake a lay of war or love, 
Came marring all the festal mirth. 
Appalling me who gave them birth^ 
And, disobedient to my call. 
Wailed loud through Bothwell's bannered hall. 
Ere Douglasses to riiin driven. 
Were exiled from their native heaven.— 
Oh ! . if yet worse mishi^ and woe 
My master's house must undergo. 
Or aught but weal to Ellen fair, 
Brood in these accents of despair. 
No future bard, sad harp ! shall fling 
Triumph or rapture from thy string ; 
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One shorty one final itrain shall flow^ 
Fraii^t with nirattenUe woe^ 
Then shivered shall thy fragments lioy 
Thy master cast him dawn and die."— 

IX, 
Soothing she answered him^ ** Assnaget 
Mine honoured friend, the fears of age i 
All melodies to thee are known^ 
That harp has rung, or pq)e has blown^ 
In lowland rale or hi^land glen» 
From Tweed to l^pey—- what marvel^ then» 
At times, unbidden notes should rise^ 
G)n{u8edty bound in memory's ties^ 
Entangling, as thqr rush along^ 
The war-march with the fimend scMig?— > 
Small ground is now for boding fear ; 
Obscure, but safe, we rest ns here* 
My sire, in native virtue greats 
Resigning kurddiipi lands, and stat^, 



i 



GAVTO n. THE ISLANP. 57 

Not then to foUune more resignedf 

Than yonder oak might gire the wind ; 

The graceful foliage storms maj reave^ 

The noble stem th^ cannot grieve. 

For me,'' — she stooped, and, looiung romki. 

Plucked a blue hare-bell fiom the ground, 

** For me, whose memory scarce ccmvqrs 

An image of more qplendid days. 

This little flow«, that loves the lea. 

May well my simple emblem be ; 

It drinks heaven's dew bia Uithe as rose 

That in the King's own gard^i grows, 

And when I place it in my hair, 

AQan, a bard is bound to swear 

He ne'er saw coronet so &ir." — 

Then playfully the chaplet wild 

She wreathed in her dark locks, and smiled* 



X. 

Hot smilct her ii|ieech, with winning sway. 
Wiled the old haiper's mood away. 
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With such a look as hermits throw 

When angels stoop to soothe their woe, 

He gazed, till fond regret and pride 

Thrilled to a tear, then thus replied : 

<< Loveliest and best I thou little knoVst 

The. rank, the honours thou hast lost ! 

O might I live to see thee grace. 

In Scotland's court, thy birth-right place, 

To see my favourite's step advance. 

The lightest in the ooufdy dance, * i 

The cause of eveiy gallant's sigh, 

And leading star of every eye. 

And theme of every minstrel's art, 

the Lady of the Bleedmg Heart !" *— 



XI. 
*^ Fair dreams are these," the maiden criedy 
(Light was her accent, yet she sighed,) 
<< Yet is this mossy rock to me 
Worth splendid chair and canopy ; 

* The well-kdown cognizance of the Douglas family. 
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Nor Would my footstep i^ring more gay 
In courtly dance than blithe strathspeys 
Nor half so pleased mine ear incline 
To royal minstrel's lay as thine i 
And then for suitors proud and high. 
To bend before my conquering eye, ., 
Thou, flattering bard ! thyself wilt say, 
That grim Sir Roderick owns its sway. 
The Saxon scourge, Clan-Alpine's pride, 
The terror of Lochlomond's side. 
Would, at my suit, thou know'st, delay 
A Lennox foray — ^for a day." — 



xn. 

The ancient bard his glee/repressed ; 
'< 111 hast thou chosen theme for jest f 
For who, through all this western wild, . : v ' 
K^med Blac^-Sir Roderick e'er, and smiled, f 
In Holy-Rood a knight/he slew ; 
I saw, when back the dirk he drew,' 
Courtiers gire place before the stride 
Of the undaunted homicide; 
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And ainoe, though OHtlawed, liath his lumd 

Full sternly kept hiff mouiitHn land. 

Who ebc dared grye,- ah ! woe the day. 

That I such hated truth ahonld 

The Douglas, like a stricken deer. 

Disowned by every noble peer. 

Even the mde refi^ we hxfe here ? 

Alas, this wild marauding chief 

Alone might haasard our relief. 

And now thy nwaden dbarms expand. 

Looks for his gueidon in thy hand ; 

Full soon may dispensation soiq;ht. 

To back his suit firom Rome be brought. 

Then, though an exile on the hiD, 

Thy father, as the Douglas, still 

Be held in rever^x» and ftar ; 

And thou^ to Roderick thon'rt so dear, 

That thou might'st guide wiUi silken thread. 

Slave of thy will, this chieftain dread i 

Yet, O loved nuud^ thy miisth refrain I 

Thy hand is on a lion's mane."-^ 
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XIIL 

<< Minstrel/' the maid replied, and high 
Her Other's soul glanced from her eye, 
<^ My debts to Roderidcfs hoase I knovr : 
All that a mother oould bestow. 
To Lady Margaret's care I owe, 
Since first an orphan in the wild 
She sorrowed o^er her sister's child ) 
To her brare chieftain son, from ire 
Of Scotland's king who shrouds my sire; 
A deeper, holier debt is ow^ ; 
And, could I pAy it with my blood, 
Allan ! Sir Roderick shouM command 
My blood, my life,-^btit not my hand. 
Rather will Ellen Douglas dwell 
A Tot'ress in Maronnan's oell i 
Rather through realms beyond the sea. 
Seeking the world's cold charity. 
Where ne'er was spoke a Scottish word. 
And ne'er the name of Douglas heard, 
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■ 

An .outcast pilgrim will she rove. 
Than wed the man she cannot love. 



T 



XIV. 
f ^ Thou shakesti good fiiendy thy tresses gray~* 
That pleading look, what can it say 
But what I own ? — I grant him brave, 
But wild as Bracklinn's thundering wave ; 
And generous — save vindictive mood, 
pr jealous transport, chafe his blood : 
I grant him true to friendly band. 
As his claymore is to his hand ; 
But O ! that very blade of st^l 
More mercy &a: a foe would feel ; 
I grant him liberal, to fling 
Among his clan the wealth they bring, 
When back by lake and glen they wind. 
And in the Lowland leave behind. 
Where once some pliant hamlet stood^ 
Af mai5S of ashes slaked with Uoo^. 
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The hand that for my father fought, 

I honour, as his daughter ought ; 

But can I dasp it reeking red. 

From peasants slaughtered in their shed ? 

No I wildly while his virtues gleam, 

They make his passions darker seem, 

And flash along his spirit high. 

Like lightniiig o'er the midnight sky. 

While^yet a child, — and children know. 

Instinctive taught, the firiend and foe,— 

I shuddered at his brow of gloom. 

His shadowy plaid, and sable plume ; 

A maiden grown, I ill could bear 

His haughty mien and lordly air $ 

But, if thou join'st a suitor's daim^ 

In serious mood, to Roderick's name, 

I thrill with anguish I or, if e'er 

A Douglas knew the word, with fear. 

To change such odious theme were best, — 

What think'st thou of our stranger guest J^' — 



i 
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XV. 
<< What think I of him ?— woe the while 
That brou^t siidi wanderer to our ide f 
Thy father's battle-brand, of yore 
For Tine-man foi^ged by fidry lore. 
What time he leagued, no Icmger files, 
His Border speais with Hotspur's bows, 
Did, self-nnscabbarded, fore-show 
The footstq) of a secret foe. 
If courtly Epy, and harboured here. 
What may we for the Dougias fear ? 
What for this idisnd, deemed of old 
Clan- Alpine's last and e^urest hold ! 
If neither spy nor fi)e, I pray 
What yet may jealous Roderick say i 
-*Nay, waye not thy disdainful head ! 
Bethink thee of the discord dread. 
That kindled when at Beltane game 

Thou ledst the dance with Malcolm Graeme; 

6 
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Stilly though thy aire the peace reaemedf 
Smoulders m Ilodmck'B breast the feud $ 
Beware ! — But hark, what sounds are these i 
My dull ears catch no £iultering breeze. 
No weqping birc^, nor aspens wake^ 
Nor breath is dim|>liog in the lake^ ' r 

Still is the canniV*. hoary beard. 
Yet, fay my minstrd faith, I heard-*- 
And hark agi^l some pipe of war 
Sends the bold, pibroch from afiii:«"«-^ 



XVL 

Far up the lengthened lake were spied 
Four darkening iq>eck8 upon the tide, ! 
That, slow enlarging on the Tiew, 
Four manned and masted barges; grew. 
And bearing downwards from Glengyle^ 
Steered fiiU upon the lonely isle; . 

* Ckytton-giads. 
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The point'OC Brianchail they, paniodt 

And, to theiwitidmtrd ai thegrcMty 

Againtt the «im they ga^ta diitie. 

The bold 8v E(4orick^s bumend pilie. 

Nearer and nMwr a» they beaiv * 

Spears, pikea, and aatett flaah laair. > 

Now might you Me the tsrtani bratay 

And plaids and fdumage daae^ and- TVjiTe ) 

Now see the bonnets m^ and riscfy 

As his tough oar Ihe rower pMcif -« 

See, flashing at each sturdy stroke. 

The wave ascending into smoke $ 

See the proud pipers oa the boitf^i 

And mark, the gtti|dy j^eamen flow 

From their loud chanters * dttjvt^ and 9we^ . 

Tlie iurrovi^, bosom of the deepi 

As, rushing through the lafke eamii^ 

They plied the em^mt highland atroiii* 

^ The drone q| the bajp>pi||)e. 
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XVIL 

Ever^ as on ihef honsi more loud 

And loud^ rmig tibte pibroeb proud^ 

At first the sound, by cKstante tamef 

Mellowed along the wafers olikae^ 

And, lingering long by 4sape and bl^y. 

Wailed every harshei' note nmtxy ; 

Then bursting boider on.tbe edr. 

The clan's shrill' Gathmng they could hear ; 

Those thriBing sounds, tibat call the might. 

Ofolddaa-AlpmetoAefight 

Thick beat the rapid notes, as when' 

The mustering hundreds dhi&:e the glen^ 

And, hiltir^g al.fhe s^nal dresd. 

The battered earth retuiras fheir tread. 

Then prelude fi^ty of fireUcr tone^ 

Expressed Aim merry marddng on^ 

Ere peal of dosing bottle fosd^ 

With miB|^> otiUcrjf shfido, and blows ; 
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And mimic din of stroke and ward, 
As broad-sword upon target jarred ; 
And groaning pause, ere yet again, 
Ciondensed, the battle yelled amain ; 
The n^id charge, the raBying shout. 
Retreat borne headlong into rout. 
And bursts of triumph, to declare 
Clan- Alpine's conquest — all were there. 
Nor ended thus the strain ; but slow. 
Sunk in a moan prolonged and low, 
And changed the conquering clarion sweli^ 
For wild lament o'er those that SdL 



XVIII. 
The war-pipes ceased ; but lake and hiS 

\ 

Were busy with iheir echoes still ; 
And, when they slept, a Tocal strain 
Bade their hoarse chorus wake a^^, 
While loud a hundred dans-men raise 
Their voices in their Cfhieftain's praise. > 



Each boat-man» bending to his oar^ 
With measured sweep the burthen bore, 
in such wild cadence, as the breeze 
Makes through December's leafless trees. 
The chorus first could Allan know, 
** Roderigh Vich Alpine, ho ! iro !'* 
And near, and nearer as thqr rowed. 
Distinct the martial ditiy flowed. 



XIX. 

Worn i9ott8f 

Hail to the chief who in tHumph advances ! 

Honoured and blessed be the ever-green Pine I 
Long may the Tree in his banner that glances, 
flourish, the shelter and gr^ce of our line ! 

Heaven send it happy dew. 

Earth lend it sap anew, 
Gayly to bourgeon, and broadly to grow. 

While every highland glen 

Sends our shout back agen, 
** Roderigh Vich Alpine dhu, ho ! ieroej" 
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Ours is no sapling, cli«iice«6pwii fay the finiBtaitty 

Blooming at Bekane^ in- winter to fidei 
When the whirlwind has stripped e?eiy leaf oa tbci 
mountain^ 

» 

The more shall Clan^ Alpine endC in her ahader 

Moored in the rifted rock. 

Proof td the tempest's shocks 
Firmer he roots him the xjtder it blow^ 

Moiteith and Breadalbane, then. 

Echo his praise ages, 
' ^ Roderigh Vich A^riiie dbu, ho ! ieroe i'^ 



Proudly our pibroch has thirined in Gkn Fruht, 
And Bonoohar's groaAs to our alogan replied 9 
Glen Luss and Rosa-dhu, they are smoking in ruin, . 
And the best of* l4>ch«LqpDond fie deadon her 
aide. 
Widow and Saicon maid 
Long shall lament our raidy 
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due iri&fear sad wiih woe } 
Lennox slid lioMs-^^ra 
Shdke when thcgr hear aged^ 
<< Roderigh Vidt A}t>iM dhn^ ha Hm^lt" 



Row, vsBsak^ tawf fer die firide of the Hi^lmtds I 

Stretdi ;to your oars» fisr the ev«>greeii PSnel 
O ! that Che TOfe4nid that graeea yon klandft. 
Were wreathed in a garland around him to twine ! 

O that tome seedljng-gcia^ 

Worthy tmA nobte ataOt 
Honotured and bkased in fhm ahadowmightgtow 1 

Lond should Chm-Alpine then 

Ring from her deepmost glen, 
<* Roderigh Vich Alfane dhu, ho I ieroe I" 



XXL 

With all her jdyfiil femaie band, 
Had Lady Margaret sought ihe strand. 
Loose on the breeze thdr tresses flew. 
And high their snowy arms they threw^ 
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Ab echoing back yniii AnH acdam. 

And dbonis wildi Ae cbicftain's name ; 

While, prompt to please, with mother's arty 

The darling passion of his heart. 

The Dame called Ellen to the strand. 

To greet her kinsman ere he land : 

*^ Come, loiterer, come 1 a Douglas diou. 

And shun to wreathe a victor's brow ?^-«- 

Reluctantly and dow, the maid 

The unwelcome summoning obeyed. 

And, when a distant bugle rang, 

In the mid-path aside she sprung :— • 

<< List, ABan-bane ! From main-land cast, 

I hear my fiithei^s signal blast. 

Be ours," she cried, <* the skiff to guide. 

And waft him from the mountain side."-* 

Then, like a sun-beam, swift 'and bright. 

She darted to her shallop light, 

m 

And, eagerfy while* Roderick scanned. 
For her dear form, his mother's band. 



aixmo xl the i»jlakx>« 7s 

Th^ islet &r bdiind her lay. 
And she had landed in the bay. . 



Some feeliiigg are to mortals giyen. 
With less of earth in them than heav^; 
And if there be.a human tear 
From passion's dross refined and dear, 
A tear so. limpid and 8o meek. 
It would not stain -an angel's cheeky 
'Tis that which pious fathers shed 
Upon a duteous daughter's head I 
And as die Douglas to his breast 
His darling Ellen closely pressed^ 
Such hcdy drops her tresses steep'd^ 
Though 'twas an hero's eye that weep^dL 
Nor while on Ellen's fitultefing tongue 
Her filial welcomes crowded hung. 
Marked dbie, that fear, (affisction^s proof,) 
StiH held a graceful youth aloof i 
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No ! not till DctQf^ nanl^d his lunney 
Although the youth Wd» Maloobii GiM&6i 

xxm. 

Allan, with wistfid idok the while^ 
Marked Rodefkit hading oni die iflie 4 
His master piteonsly he eved. 

f 

I 

Then gazed vpon the diicftaiif s'pride^ 

Then dashed, with hasty hsdd^ awiay 

From his dimmed eje the gadiering qnray % 

And Douglas^ as his hand he laid 

On Malcolm's 4dioiilder, kiiid|yr sttid^ ^ 

<* Can'st thoti^ young fiiendj no meaning iqpy 

In my poor Jbllover's glistening eye ? 

I'll tell thee s***4ie rceafls lbs day^ ^ 

When in my praise he led the lay 

O'er the anched gate of Bolhwell prond^ 

While many a mhistrel answered loud^ 

When Percy's Norman pennon, won 

In bloody fieU, before pe shene^ 



And twice ton knighta, the least a name 
As mightjr as yon i^kkf majr clainiy 
Gracing my pomp, behind me came^ 

I 

Tet tnist me, Maledhn, not so proud 
Was I of all that mavdialled crowd. 
Though the waned eresoent owned my might. 
And in my train tarooped lord and knight, 
Though Blantfte hymned her holiest lays. 
And BothweU's bards flung bach my praise^ 
As when this .old man'4 sflent tear. 
And this poor maid's affection deu",. 
A welcome give more kind and true. 
Than aught my better fortunes knew. 
Forgive, my friend, a father's boast ; 
O ! it out-beggars aB I lost P'--«« 

XXIV. 
Delightful praise I— like summer rose. 
That brighter in the dew«drop glows, 
The bashfid miaiden's cheek i^peared, 
For Douglas spoke, and Malcolm heard. 
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The flush of sluune^fiu^ed joy to h^e^ 

The hounds, the hawk, her cares divide i 

The loved caresses of the maid 

^^^ » 

The dogs witb crouch and whimper paid ;* 

And, at her whistle, on her hand 

The fidcon took his finrourite stand. 

Closed his dark wing, rekxed his «ye. 

Nor, though unhooded, sought to fly. 

Ahd, trust, while in sm^ guise she stood, 

like fabled Goddess of the Wood, 

That if a &ther's partial thought 

O'erweighed her worth and beauty aught. 

Well might the lover's judgm^it fiiil 

To balance with a juster scale ; 

4 

For with each secret glance he stole. 
The fond enthusiast sent his soul. 



XXV. 
Of stature fiiir, and slender frame. 
But firmly knit, was Malcolm Graeme* 
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The belted plaid and tartan hose 

Did ne'ert.more graoeftd limbs disclose ; 

I£s flaxen Lair, of sunny- hue^ 

Carled closely round his bonnet blue. 

Trained to die diase^ his eagle eye 

The ptarmigan in snow could spy ; 

Each pasf , by imountain, laike, and heath. 

He knew, through Lennox and Menteith; 

Vain was the boimd of dark-brown doe. 

When Malcolm bent his sounding bow. 

And scarce that doe, thoiigfa winged with fear. 

Out-stripped in flpedd* the mountaineer ; - 

Right up Ben-Ix>inond could he press^ 

And hot a sob hia' toil confess. 

His form accorded with a mind 

Lively and ardent, frank and kind ; 

A blither heart, till EHen came. 

Did never love nor sorrow, tame ; 

It danced as lightsome in his breast. 

As played the feather on his crest 
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Yet firioids, who neareifc knew the yotitli^ 
His scorn of wrong, his seal far tmtht 
And bards, who saw his featutes bdd# 
When kindled fay theialiBS of oU, 
Said, were that youth to manhood grown. 
Not long should Roderick Dha's renown 
Be foremost voiced by moontatn ftme^ 
Bat qoail to that of Maloolm Gnema 

Now back they wend theif watery way, 
And, «< O my sire!" did EUen svy, 
<< Why urge dby chase so &r satray i 
And why so late retonied ? And why^'-^^i** 
The rest was in her speakmg ^e. 
<< My child, the chase I &Shw fior, 
*Tis mimicry of noUe war j 
And with that gallatxt iMatkns seft 
Were all of Dooglas I have left. 
I met young Msdeofin as I steyed ' 
Far eastward, in Glenfinlas' shade, 



KAlfTOn* 



^HE UhAVD^ 



Td 



Kor strayed Im/b} for, nil ttrowidi 
Hunters wd hoMUuta spmuwd the ground. 
This yooilir dus^ still a tiqral wasdi 
JUsqned life and lanil Uf imioff gnazd^ 
And through the passes of die wood'. 
Guided ngr steps^ not nfunrsaed ; 
And Roderick ^shaU his wektofue 2nak% 
Despite oId«|ipe% finr Doilg^ sake* 
Then must he se^ Sput£b^'BaMdi ^eOf 
liTor peril aught for me agesDi^^**** 



!( 



Sir Roderick, who to meet them came, 
Reddened at sight of Mekbhn Graeme, 
Yet, not in action, word, ot rfne# 
Failed aught in hoqntality* 
Jn talk and sport they whiled away 
The monuug of that sutmoer day ; 
But at high nom a courier light 
Held secret padey tri& ilbe knii^ 
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Whose moody taped floon declared^ 
That evil were the news he heard. ' . 
Deep thoughts seoned toiling in his head ; 
Yet was th^'evenuig banquet made^ 
Ere he assendbled round the fl^eV 
His mother, Dpt]glaa» axtd the Gnemey 
And £ne% too ; thai cast around 
His eyeS) then fixed them on the ground^ 
As stndjdng phnuse thaf mig^taraE 
Best to convqr uapleasaat tale. 
Long with his dagger's hilt he played. 
Then raised his haughty browj and said : 



XXVIIL 
<< Short be my qpeech ; — ^nor time alfeirdsy 
Nor my plain temper, gloaiog words. 
Kinsman and &ther, — ^if such name 
Douglas vouchsafe to Roderick's daim ; 
Mine honoured mother ; EUoi — ^why,^ 
My cousin, turn away thine eye ?— * 
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And Graeme ; in whom I hope to know 
Full soon a noble friend or foe, 
When age shall give thee thy command. 
And leading in thy native land,-^— 
List all ! — ^The King's vindictive pride 
Boasts {d have tamed the Border-side, 
Where chiefs, with hound and hawk who came 
To share their monarch's sylvan game, 
Themselves in bloody toils were snared. 
And when the banquet they prepared. 
And wide their loyal portals flung. 
O'er their own gate-way struggling hung. 
Loud cries their blood from Meggat's mead» 
From Yarrow braes, and banks of Tweed, 
Where the lone streams of Ettricke glide, 
And from the silver Teviot's side ; 
The dales, where martial clans did ride. 
Are now one sheep-walk waste and wide. 
This tyrant of the Scottish throne. 
So faithless, and so ruthless known, 
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Now hither comes i his end the same. 

The same pretext of sylvan game. 

What grace tor Highland chiefii jndge ye, 

By late of Border chivalry. 

Yet more ; amid Olenfinlas green, 

Douglas, thy stately form Was seen. « 

This by espial sure I know : 

Your counsd in the streight I diOlv/'-^ 



XXIX. 
EUen and Margaret feftrfiilly 
Sought comfijrt in each othei^s eye. 
Then turned their ghastly look, eabh one. 
This to her sire, that to her soil. 
The hasty colour went and cftine 
In the bold cheek of Malcolm Graeihe i 
But from his glance it well appeared, 
'Twas but for Ellen that he feared; 
While sorrom^, but undisfnay^d, 
The Douglas thus his counsel sliid : 
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<< Brave Roderick, though the tetnpest roar, 
It may but thunder Mid pads o'er ; 
Nor will I here remain an hour, 
To draw the lightnitig oii thy bower $ 
For well thou know'st, at this grey head 
The royal bdlt were filetdest i^ed. 
For thee, who, at thy King'ft tommatid, 
Canst aid him With a gUIalkt bahdj 
Submission, homage, humbled pride, 
Shall turn the Monarches Wrath aside. 
Poor remntots of the Bleeding Heatt^ 
Ellen and I will seek, i^rt, 
The r^ge of some foirM edl i 
There, like the hunted quarry^ dwell, 
Till on the mountain aiid the inoor, 
The stem pursuit be pdss^ and o'er.'*^— 

XXX. 

<< No, by mine honour/' Roderick said, 
*^ So help me heayen, and my gobd blad^ ! 
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No, never ! Blasted be yon pine, 

My father^s ancient crest, and mine. 

If from its shade in danger part 

The lineage of the Bleeding Heart ! 

Hear my blunt speech : grant me this maid 

To wife, thy counsel to mine aid ; 

To Douglas, leagued with Roderick Dhu, 

Will friends and. allies flodc enow ; 

Like cause of doubt, dbtrust, and grief. 

Win bind to us each Western Chief. 

When the loud pipes my bridal tell. 

The Links of Forth shall hear the knell. 

The guards shall start in Stirling's porch ; 

And when I light the nuptial torch,' 

A thousand vill^es in flames. 

Shall scare the slumbers of King James ! 

— Nay, Ellen, blench not thus away. 

And, mother, cease these signs, I pray ; 

I meant not aU my heat might say.— 

Small need of inroad, or of fight. 

When the sage Douglas may unite 
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Each mountam clan in friendly band, 
To guard the passes of their land, 
Tm the foiled King, firom. pathless ^en, 
SImiII bootless turn him home agen." — 

XXXI. 
There are trho have, at midnight hour, 
In Blomber scaled a dizzy tower, 
And, on the verge that beetled o'er 
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Headlong to plunge hiBiselF below, 

And meet the worst his feais fixresliow ?-<-? 

Thus, Ellen, dhaj and astound. 

As sudden ruin yawned arowidt 

By crossing terrors wildly tossed. 

Still for the Douglas fearing most. 

Could scarce th0 desperate ihoiight withsta^dt 

To buy his safety with h^ haad* 



XXXII. 
Such purpose dread could Malcolm spy 
In EDen's quivering lip and eye, 
And eager rose to speak — but ere 
His tongue could hurry forth his £ear. 
Had Douglas marked the hectic strife. 
Where death seamed combating with life ; 
For to her cheek, in feverish flood. 
One instant rushed the throbbing blood. 
Then ebbing back, with sudden sway, 
Left its domain as wan as day. 
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<^ Rod^icki enongb ! enough !" he cried, 
<< My daughter i;:annot be thy bride ^ 
Not that the blush to wooer dear. 
Nor paleness that pf maiden fear. 
It may not be«^foi«ive her, Chief, 
Nor hazard aught for our relief* 
Against his sovereign, Douglas ne'er 
Will level a rebellious spear. 
'Twas I that taught his youthftd hand 
To rein a steed and wield a brand ; 
I see him yet, the princely boy I 
Not Ellen more my pride and joy ; 
I love him still, despite my wroqgs, 
By hasty w'(^At end slanderous tongue& 
O seek the grace you well may find, 
Without a cause to mine combing."' 



XXXIIL 
Twice through the hall the Chidifun strode ; 
The waving of his tartans broad. 
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And darkened brow, where wounded pride 
With ire and disappointment vied. 
Seemed, by the torch's gloomy light. 
Like the ill Daemon of the night, 
Stooping his pinions' shadowy sway 
Upon the nighted pilgrim's way : 
But, unrequited Love ! thy dart 
Plunged deepest its enyenomed smart. 
And Roderick, with thine anguish stung. 
At length the hand of DougloET wrung. 
While eyes, that mocked at tears before. 
With bitter drops were running o'er. 
The death-pangs of long-cherished hope 
Scarce in that ample breast had scope. 
But, struggling with his spirit proud. 
Convulsive heaved its chequered shroud. 
While every sob — so. mute were all — 
Was heard distinctly through the hall. 
The son's despair, the mother's look, 
ni might the gentle Ellen brook ; 
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She rose^ and to her side there came, 
To aid her parting steps, the Graeme. 
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Then Roderick from the Douglas broke— 

As flashes flame through sable smoke. 

Kindling its wreaths, long, dark, and low. 

To one broad blaze of ruddy glow. 

So the deep anguish of despair 

Burst, in fierce jealousy, to air. 

With stalwart ^asp his hand he laid 

On Malcolm's breast and belted plaid : 

Back, beardless boy !" he sternly said. 

Back, minion ! hold'st thou thus at naught 

The lesson I so lately taught ? 

This roof, the Douglas, and that maid. 

Thank thou for punishment delayed.'' — 

Eager as greyhound on his game. 

Fiercely with Roderick grappled Graeme. 

^^ Perish my name, if aught aflbrd 

Its chieftain safety, save his sword !"- 

6 
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Thus as they strove t}ieir despej^U( hmi 
Griped to the dagg^ or tjh^ brands 
And death had been — ^but Douglas rose, 
And thrust between the struggling fi>es 
His giant strength :<-<-*' Chiftftaini, fof^g^ I 
I hold the first who Strikes^ my fooi^^ 
Madmen, ferbeor your frfmtic jar I 
What! is the D^HglM ^en so &r. 
His daughter's hand i# deemed the spoil 
Of such dishonourtkbl^ bfoU |"-^ 
Sullen and slowly, tbi^y unclasp. 
As struck with sb^me, th^r d^perate griuip, 
And each upop bis rival gbr^. 
With foot ad¥aoPQd» and blade half bared* 



Ere yet the brands aloft were flung, 
Margaret on Rcderick's mantle hung, 
And Malcolm bean) his Ellen's scream, 
As fimltered through terrific dream* 

9 
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Then Rodeiidc pinngcd in sheath his iword. 
And veiled bis wrath in scornfiil word. 
'* Rest safe till mormng ; pi^ 'twere 
Such cheek should feel the midnight air I 
Thm mayat tlipq to James Stnsrt tell, 
Roderick will keep the lake and fell, 
Nor lackey, with his free-bom clan> 
The pageant pomp of earthlj man. . 
More would he of Clan- Alpine know. 
Thou canst our strength and passes show. — 
Malise, what ho ?**— his hench-man camej 
** Give our safe conduct to the GTseroe.'*— 
Young Malcolm answered, calm and bold, 
" Fear nothing for thy favourite hold ; 
The spot, an angel dagned to grace. 
Is blessed, though robbers haunt the place- 
Thy churlish courtesy for those 
Reserve, who fear to be thy fises. 
As safe to me the mountain way 
At midnight, as in blaze of day* 
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Though with his boldest at his back, 
Eren Roderick Dhu beset the track. — 
Brave Douglas, — ^lorely EOen, — nay. 
Nought here of parting will I say. 
Earth does not hold a lonesome glen. 
So secret, but we meet agen.*« 
Chieftain ! we too shall find an hour.'*-— 
He said, and left the sylvan bower. 



XXXVI. 

Old Allan followed to the strand, 
(Such was the Douglas's command,) 
And anxious told, how, on the mom. 
The stem Sir Roderick deep had sworn. 
The Fiery Cross should circle o'er 
Ddle, glen, and valley, down, and moor. 
Much were the peril to the Graeme, 
From those who to the signal came ; 
Fat up theldke 'twere safest land. 
Himself would row him to the strand. 
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He gave his counsel to the wiiid> 

While Malcoha did, unheeding, bind. 

Round dirk and pouch and broad-sword rolled. 

His ample plaid in listened fold, 

And stripped his limbs to such ar^ay, 

As best might suit the watery way. 

XXXVIL 

Then spoke abrupt: '* Farewell to thee. 
Pattern of old fidelity!" — 
The min^rel's hand he kindly pressed, — 
" O ! could I point a place of rest ! 
My sovereign holds in ward my land. 
My uncle leads toy vassal band ; 
To tame his foes, fais friends to aid, 
Poor Malcolm has but heart and blade. 
■ Yet, if there be one faithful Graeme, 
Who loves the Chiefimn of his name, 
Not long shall honoured Douglas dWbll, 
IJke hunted stag in monntain cell j 
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* 

Nor, ere yon pHde^swoUeh robber darei^^ 
I may not giVe the rest to dr !-^ 
Tell Roderick Dhu, I owed him nottght. 
Not the poor service of a boat. 
To waft me to yon motmtain side."-^ 
Then plunged he in the flashing tide* 
Bold o'er the flood his head he bore, 
And stoutly steered him from the shore ; 
And Allan strained his anxiotis i^ye^ 
Far 'mid the lake his form to spy. 
Darkening across eiU;h puny Wbve, 
To which the moon her silver g&te, . 
Fast as the cormorlUit could nldtHf 
The swimmer pli^ eftch active limb ; 
Then landing in the moonlight d^^ 
Loud shouted of his weal to tell. 
The Mmstf^l heajcd the fkr hldtoo, 
And joyful from the shore withdrew* 
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CSe CDatSmngt 



I. 

1 iM£ rolls his ceaseless course. The race of yor« 

Who danced our infancy upon their knee. 
And told our marvelling boy-hood legends store. 

Of their strange ventures happM by land or sea, 
How are they blotted from the things that be ! 

How few, all weak and withered of their force, 
Wait, on the, verge of dark eternity. 

Like stranded wrecks^ the tide returning hoarse, 
To sweep them from our sight ! Time roUs his cease- 
less coursi^« 
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Yet live there stiU who can jranember weB, 

How, when a mountain cMef his bugle blew, 
Both field and forest, dingle, cli£P, and deU, 

And solitary heath, the signal knew ; 
And &st the fidthful clan around him drew, 

What time the warning note was.keeoly wound^ 
What time aloft their kindred banner flew, 

While clamorous war-pipes yelled the gathering 
so^d, 
And while tibe Fiery Cross glanced, like a meteolr. 
TQond. 



Hie cjwper d^FDi's reQect^ hue 
Tq pun>l« cjb^ed LochrKatrine 1d^$ 
Mildt^ wA spft.ihe wesftesn breese 
Jun ]M/^ %hfi l0ke» jttst.stisred the trees, 
And the please^ laho^ Uka maident coy, 
Tcei^iblfd im dimpled not $» joy ; 
The mp^Q^ipi sbsidoKR c^ hev breast 
Were neither broken nor at rest^ 
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In bright imccMviMgr thcgr Ue^ 

Like future joys fo Paiu^'8 egw. 

The water lily to Ad fight 

Her chalice reared of aihria* bright ; 

The doe awoke^ and to Ifte lairn^ 

Begemmed mtb d^Hir^» kd her hvih^ 

The grey mist kft tJie meoiitaBi nde^ 

The torrdit ifaeved its i^Usteiiiig pride i* 

Invisible in fledked id[j# 

The lark sent dona het j«refay^ 

The blacMiix?d aUd the ^ledded dumdi 

Good-morrow gave fron bnfce and badi-| 

In answer coned &e cuihat dm. 

Her notesitf pisaoe, and rest, and Ime, 



in. 

No thought of peace, no thought of rest, 
Assuaged the storm in Roderick's breast. 
With sheaflied broad^sword ici hi^ Ifiuad^ 
Abrupt he paced the Ufcit stnud, 
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And eyed the rising snn, and laid 
His band on his impatient blade. 
Beneath a rock, his vassals' care 
Was prompt the ritual to prq)iare9: 
With deep and deathfal meaning franght$ 
For such Antiquity had taught 
Was preface meet, ere yet abroad 
The Cross of Fire should take its roiuL 
TKe shrinking band stood <J&^ aghast 
At the impatient glance he cast ; — 
' Such glance the mountain eagle threw, 
As, fromitbe cMs of Ben-Tenue, 
She spreajd her dairk sails on the wind. 
And, high in middje hea^cai reclined, v 

With her broad shadow on the lake. 
Silenced the warblers of the brake. 



•IV.- • . - 

A heap df witfaeried boughs was piled, 
Of juniper and rowan wiH, ' 
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Mingle with shivers from the oak, 

Rent by the lightiiing's recent stroke. 

Brian, the Hermit, by it stood, 

Bare-footed, in his frock and hood. 

His grislefd beard and matted hair 

Obscured a visage of despair ; 

His naked arms and legs, seamed o'er. 

The scars of fi^antic penance bore. 

That Monk^ of savage form and face, ^ 

The impending danger of his race 

Had drawn from deepest solitude. 

Far in Benharrow's bosom rude. 

Not his the mien of Christian priest, 
But Druid's, from the grave released. 
Whose hardened heart and eye might brook 
On human sacrifice to look. 
And much, 'twas said, of heathen lore 
Mixed in the charms he muttered o'er ; 
The hallowed creed gave only worse 
And deadlier emphasis of curse ; 
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No peasant sooght thai HeraoVa prajer. 
His cave tlie pilgrim shunned witk eare^ 
The eager huntsman baew his bound. 
And in mid chase caBed off his hound; 
Or if, in lonefy glen or strath. 
The desert-dweller met his palhy 
He prayedi and signed the Gross between,. 
While terror took devotion's mien. 



V. 

Of Brian's birtb strange tales were tokL 
His mother watched a midnight fold. 
Built deep within a dveavy gleb» 
Where scattered by the bones of men. 
In some forgotten baHle slain, 
And bleached by driftii^ wind and rain. 
It might hkire tamed a warrior's heart. 
To view such mockery, of his art ! 
The knot-grass fettered there the handy 
Which once could burst bm iron band ; 
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Beneath the hMlA i^ ^^h bohe. 
That bucklered he&H ter ffiar tmknfo^, 
A feeble and a tnnorous guest, 
The field-fare framed Uef lowly nest ; 
There the slow tffiM'-lfdi^ teft hk dlime 
On the fleet liiflbil Ot^f ibbcked at iiMb i 
And there, too, % Ae kiMder'i} j^uD, 
Still wreathed with ehaplet flttih^ akid fiOl, 
For health'-biell, wiilt her pttr{>le bloom, 
Supplied the bokmet and Sit plum^. 
All nighty in thi^ sad gle^, fte tiuM 
Sate, shroud^ n!k htif mntxQisU shadef ; 
—She said, no bhephei'd iought her side, 
Ko hunter's hand h^r iltbbd untied. 
Yet ne'er again to braid her hair 
The vir^n snood did Alic^ weat $ 
Gone was her maidto glee and sporty 
Her maiden girdle all too short, 
Kor sought she, fkini that fiital n%ht, 
Or holy church ot bli^sM rite, 
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But locked her secret in her breast. 
And died in travail, unconfessed. 



VL 

jfUone, among his young compeers, 
Was Brian from his infant years ; 
A moody and heart-broken boy, 
Estranged from sympathy and joy^ 
Bearing each taunt which careless tongue 
On his mysterious lineage flung. 
Whole nights he spent by moon-light pale^ 
To wood and stream his hap to wail. 
Till, frantic, he as truth received .. 
What of his birth the crowd believed, 
And sought, in mist and meteor fire. 
To meet and know his Phantom sire \ 
In vain, to sooth his wayward fate, 
The cloister oped her pitying gate ; 
In vain, thel earning of {he age 
Undaspedw he sable-lettered page ; 
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Even iii it8 treasures he could fine). 

Food for the fever of his miiid« 

Eager he read whateyer telb 

Of magic, cabala, md spelk, 

And eVery dark pursuit allied 

To curious and presumptuous pride. 

Till, with fired brain and nerves o'erstrungl^ 

And heart with mystic horrors wrung. 

Desperate he sought' Benharrow's den. 

And hid him from the haunts of men. 



VIL 

The desert gave him v^ions wildj 
Such as might suit the' Spectre's childi 
Where with black clifis the torrents toil^ 
He watched the wheeling eddies boil^ 
Till, from their foam, his dazzled eyes 
Beheld the river-daemon rise ; 
The mountain-mist took form and limb. 
Of noontide hag, or goblin grim ; 
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.The midnight wind came irM and dMtdy 
Swelled with the v6km ef the dead i 
Far cm the future battto-heoth 
His eye beheld the raidci of death : 
Thus the loae seer, firom maokiiid kariadi 
Shiqped forth a disendbodied woorld* 
One lin|;erhig syinpadiy of mind 
Still bound him to ihe mortal Yt^nd^ 

« 

The only parent he eouM ekim 
Of ancient Alpine's Mileage oafit^ 
Late had he heard, in prophet's dream, . 
The fatal Ben-Shie^s boding scream ; 
Sounds, too, had come in nddnight bbsti 
Of charging steeds, careering fi»t 
Along Benharrow's shingly side, 
Where mortal horseman tH^er might ride \ 
The thunderbolt had split the pint 
All augur'd ill to Alpine's line. 
Hegir|t his loins, and cai|ie to diow 
The signals of impend]]^ troe. 
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And nam stood prompt to bleis or bfoi^ 
Aft bade th^ Chfaftani cf Ui dill. 



VIIL 

'Twas all prepared ; — and from the rock, 
A goat, the patriarch of liie.flock, 
Befbre^e kindfing pile ym» laid. 
And pierced by Boderidk's ready blade. 
Patient the sidcenmg Tictin eyed 
The life^bbod ebb ia crimacHi tide, 
Down his clogged beard and a haggy ^Umbv 
Till darkness glased Ihs epebelb dim. 
The grisly priest, with nmrmnrmg prayer, 
A slender ^osslet framed with care, 
A cubit's length in raeaavre due ; 
The shaft ^Uid limbs were rods of yew, 
Whose pardnlf In Inch^-Cailliach ware 
Their shadows o'er Clan-Alpinc^s ffrw^f 
And, answering Lomond's breezes deep. 
Sooth many m chieftiun's endleftft sleep* 
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The Cross, thus formed, he held on high^ 
With wasted hand and haggard eye,.' 
And strange and mingled feelings woke, 
While his anathema ht spoke. 



IX; 

^< Woe to the dinis-man, who shall vie^ 
This symbol of sepulchral yew^ 
Forgetful that its branches grew 
Where weep the hesvehs their holiest dew 

On Alpine's dwelling low ! 
Deserter of his Chieftain's trust, 
He ne'er shall mingle with their dust. 
But, from his sires and kindred thrust. 
Each clans-man's execration just 

Shall doom him wiath and woe." 
He paused ; — ^the word the Vassals took, 
With forward step and fiery k)5k, 
On high their naked brands they shook. 
Their clattering targets wildly strook ; 

And first, in murmur low, 
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Then, like the billow in his course. 
That &r to seaward finds his source, 

■ 

And flings to tdiore his mustered force, 
Burst, with loud roar, their answer hoarse, 

<< Woe to the traitor, woe !" 
Ben-an's grey scalp the accents knew. 
The joyous wolf from covert drew. 
The exulting eagle screamed afar, — 
They knew the voice of Alpine's war/ 



The shout was hushed on lake and fell. 
The Monk resumed his muttered spell. 
Dismal and low its accents came, , . 
The while he scathed the .Cross with flame : 
And the few words that reached the air. 
Although the holiest name was there. 
Had more of blasphemy than prayer. 
But when he shook above the crowd 
Its kindled pomts, he spoke aloud :— 
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<< Woe to the wcetob^ who ndk to rear 
At this dread fligD the ready tpetat I 
For, as the flames this symbol sear. 
His h<»nei]i6 re&ge of his ftar, 

A kindred fate shall koow ^ 
Far o'er its roof the vohungd flame 
Clan* Alpine's irange&nee shall prodahiiy 
While maids and matfons on hk name 
Shall call dovii ivntobediieis and shai&e^ 

And infiuny and woe.»~ 
Then rose the cry of females, shrill 
As goss-hamrk's whistle on the b31, 
Denouncing miieiy and i^ 
Mingled with childhood's iMtbbliii^ triO 

Qf corses stammered slow ; 
Answeri)ig^ widt imprecation draid, 
** Sunk be his home-in embers red I . 
And cursed bm the mMnest dud 
That e'er shktt lade the houseless head^ 

We doom to want^nd wo^f^ 
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Ill 



A sharp anddbfieking €cho gaire^ 
Coir-Uriskin» tdiy goUm cave I 
And the grey pa^s where birches wave. 
On Bealik^jiaiii-bo^ 



I 



XI. 

Then deeper p^ufyed die priept anew. 
And herd his labouring breath he^rew, 
Wlule^ with set toeth and clenched handi 
And eyes that glowed like fiery brandy. 
He meditated curse mare dread. 
And deadlieri on Jjie clansman's head. 
Who, smomoned to his Chieftain's aid, 
The signal saw and disobeyed. 

r 

The crosslet'$ pointe dFiy arkKng woody 
He quenched aiotpng tiie^ babUmg blood. 
And, 9» agwi ^ sign he reared. 
Hollow and.hfiarsQliia vaioewas heard : 
<< When flits ilm OvosafiwBi mm to man, 



Vich-, 



fa yip f yunn* ^ hi| deookf 
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Burst be the ear thiit fails to heed ! 
Palsied the foot that shuns to speed f 
May ravens tear the careless eyes, 
Wolves make the coward heart their prize ! 
As sinks that blood-stream in the earth. 
So may his heart's-blood drench his hearth ! 
As dies in hissing gore the spark, 
Quench thou jiis lights Destruction dark ! - 
And be the giraoe to him d^ed, 
Bought by this sign to all beside !" — 
He ceased : no ^cho gave agen 
The murn^ur of the deep Amen. 



XII. 
Then Roderick, with impatient look. 
From Brian^s hand the symbol took : 
<^ Speed, Malise, speed J? he said, and gave 
The crosslet to his henclp-man brave. 
<^ The muster-pboe be, Laurie mead — 
Instant the tiiper^^peed^ Malise, speed !*'^^ 



€Amf^m. THi; aATHSEIKO. IIS 

Like henl^btf^ wken tb^ hiivvlni pnralef 
A barge 9cxom iKxdi^KalDriiie Aeiwi 
High stood th6 keM&<«ian on di« {htow^ 
So rtpidlj' the baxfe^aite lmi«, 
The bubbles^ itbf^e ibey hwicAi^ the boat^ 
Were »tt imbrotei aad ^fioiil» 
Danciqg m fotm md nfiple stilly , 
When it h^ neaored Ibe vudnlmd hill ; 
And from the diver beach's sidi 
Still was thd fHPow thre^ &ihom wid% 
When lightly bowded to the land* 
The memGog^ of bltod and hrmd* 



Speed, Ma&is, S|^eed ! the dtin peer's hide. 
' On fleetcor foot wlii nev^ tied» 
. Speed, Malise, speed ! such cause of haste 

Thine active sinews never braced. 

Bend 'gainst the stecf^T ^ thy bitai^ 

Burst down lik^ tovife»t6t>«» its corost.; 

H 



114 THE LAPT OF TBE LAKE. CAKTO m. 

With diort and springing footstep pass 
The trembling bog and (else morass i 
Across the brook like roe*budk boutidy 
And thread the brake like questing homid ; 
The crag is h^, the scaur is deep. 
Yet shrink not firom the desperate leap $ 
Parched are thy burning lips and brow. 
Yet by the fountain pause not now } 
Herald of battle, fiite, and fear, 
Stretch onward in thy fleet career I 
The wounded hind thou track'st not now, 
Pursuest not maid through greenwood bough. 
Nor pliest thou now thy flying pace 
With rivals in the mountain race ; 
But danger, death, and warrior deed. 
Are in thy course — Speed, Malise, speed ! 



XIV. 
Fast as the fatal i^rmbol flies. 
In arms the huts and hamlejts rise $ 
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From winding glen» Saam u{dand brown^ . 
They poured eachhardy tenant down. 
Nor slacked the messenger his pace ; 
He shewed llie sign, he named the place^ 
And, pressing forward like the wind. 
Left clamour and surprise behind. 
The fisherman forsook the strand, 
The swarthy smith took dirk and brand ; 
With changed cheer, the mower blithe 
Left in the hal^-cut swathe his scythe ; 
The hetds without a keeper strayed. 
The plough was in mid-furrow staid. 
The falc'ner tossed his hawk away, 
The hunter left the stag at bay ; 
Prompt at the signal of alarms. 
Each son of Alpine rushed to arms $ 
So swept the tumult and aihray 
Along the margin of Achray • 
Alas, thou lovely lake ! that e'er 
Thy banks should echo sounds of fear ! 
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The roeks^ die bddrf dncketay sleep 
So 8ti% CB ihy boeotti deep, 
The lark's bfitbe cimi from the ddud, 
Seeour te the fi(Sene too firaihr lomL 



Speed, Malise^ speed I the lake ia pait^ 

Dnneriiggpiiit'i hiitd i^peftr i^ last. 

And pe^# Eke oaow-gifown rO€k% half se^, 

Half hidden in the copse so green ; 

There maj^st thou rest, thy labour done^ 

Their Loid AaH speed the si^al olk^-^-' 

As stoops the hanrk iqcxm his fNrey^ 

The hench-man shot him down the way. 

— What woeful accents lead the gale ? 

The funeral yeH,. the ftmale watt ! 

A gallant hunter's sp<H*t is o'eri, 

A valiant warrior fights no mare. 

Who, in the battle or the chase^ 

At Rodeidtfk's side shaB fill his jdace I— 
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Within the hall, whene torches' my 
Supplies tbe eaaduded biEsam >of daf^ 
Lies Duncan on im lowfy bier^ 
And o'er him 9trcams Us mdow^e iear. 
His stripling son stands monmfiil bjr^ 
His youngest weeps, bat knows not why ; 
The village mM» and maitroBs lovmi 
The dismal eowonmii * ispsoimd* 



XVI. 

He is gone on die monntdn^ 

He is lo0t to the icmeOtf 
Like a mwiiMffiMiried Jbuntoin^ 

When xiwr need was die sortit 
The Ibot, vo^appewing. 

From the raan^^dropB ibaU honrdWy 
But to us comes no cheering^ 

To Duncan no mcrrow I 

* Funeral Song. See Note* 
4 
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The band of the reaper 

Takes the ears that are hoarjr. 
But the voice of the weeper 

Wails manhood in glory; 
The antumn winds rushing 

Waft the leaves that are searest^ 
But our flower was in flushing. 

When bl^hting was nearest. 

Fleet foot on the oorrei, * 

Sage counsel in cumber, 
Red hand in the foray, 

How sound is thy slumber ! 
Like the dew on the mountain. 

Like the foam on the river, . 
Like the bubble on the finintain, 

Thou art gone and for ever ! 



* Or corri. The bollow side of the hilli where game usually 
lies. 
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XVII. 
See Stamah, * who, the bier beside, 
HBs master's corpse with wcmder eyed^ 
Poor Stumah ! whom his least lialloo 
Could s^dlike lightning o'er the dew. 
Bristles his crest, and points his ears. 
As if some stranger step he hears. 
'Tis not a mourner's muffled tread; 
Who comes to sorrow o'er the dead, 
But headlong haste, or deadly fear. 
Urge the precipitate career. 

« 

AU stand aghast : — unheeding all. 
The hench-man bursts into the hall ; 
Before the dead man's bier he stood. 
Held forth the Cross besmeared with blood ; 
<< The muster-place is Lanrick mead ; 
Speed forth the signal ! danamen, speed !" 



^ FiuihfuL The name of a dog. 
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xvin. 

AngOBf tbe heir €f Dunctfi'f fine. 

Sprang fiktk and wiBed the fiitel dgm 

In haste the itiipling to histide 

His iath^r'i dkk and faroad*«wanl tied i 

Bat when he aa«r hb mother's oj^e 

Watch him in ipeeehless agoay^ 

Back to her opened anna hefleVf 

Pressed on her %» a ihnd adien-p^ 

«< Ahw !'* she sobbed,«--<< and jiet be gone. 

And speed thee forth» like Dotraan's son l'^*«* 

One look he east iqion the bier. 

Dashed ftott his eye the gathering te^^ 

Breathed deep^ to dear his labouring breaat^ 

And tass'd afeft his battel erest. 

Then, like the hij^-bred osit, when freed 

Firist he essajs his fire and speed. 

He vanished, and o'er moor and moss 

Sped forward widi the Fiery Cross. 
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Snfipended was the ividow's tear. 

While yet hb fikitMqMi die oould hear; 

And when die mariced die heneh-ooMui's eye 

Wet with unwonted aympatl^y 

<< Kinsman/^ she said, ** his race is run, 

That should have sped thine errand on ; 

The oak has fidlcaEi,— the sapling bou^ 

Is all PuQcraggan's sliditer now. 

Yet trust I wafl, his doty done. 

The orphan's Ood wifl guard my son*-^ 

And you, in many a danger true. 

At Duncan's best your blades that drew. 

To arms, and guard that orphan's head ! 

Let babes and women wail the dead."-^ 

Then weiq^*«hng, and martial call. 

Resounded through the funeral hall, 

While finsm the walls the attendant band 

Snatched sw<n:d and targe, with hurried hand | 

And short and flittuig «iergy 

Glanced from the moumer'a auniken •qw* 
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As if the sounds to wanior deir 

[ight rouse her Duncan feom his bier. 
But fiided soon that borrowed force ; 
Grief claimed his r]^t» and tears their course. 

XIX. 

Benledi saw the Ooss of Fire, 

It glanced like lightning up Strath-Ire. 

O'er dale and hill the summons flew, 

« 

Nor rest nor pause young Angus knew i 
The tear, that gathered in his ^e. 
He left the mountain breeze to drj^ 
Until, where Teith's young waters roU, 
Betwixt him and a wooded knoll. 
That graced the sable stirath with green. 
The chi^l of Saint Bride was seen. 
Swoln was the stream, remote the bridge. 
But Angus paused not on the edge % 
Though the dark waves danced dizzily « 
Though reded his sympathetic eye. 
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He dashed amid the torrent's roar ; 
His right hand high the crosslet bore. 
His left the pole-axe grasped, to guide 
And stay his fix>ting in the tide. 
He stumbled twice — the foam splashed highf 
With hoarser swell the stream raced by ; 
And had he fiE^Ien, — ^forever there, 
Farewell^ Duncraggan's orphan heir ! 
But still,' as if in parting life. 
Firmer he graaped the Crow.of strife. 
Until the opposing bank he gained. 
And up the chapel path-way strained* 



XX. 

A blithsome rout, that morning tide. 
Had sought the chapel of Saint Bride. 
Her troth Tombea's Mary gave 
To Norman, heir of Armandave, 
And, issuing from the Gothic arch. 
The bridal now resumed their mard). 
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* 

In rude, but g^ pMeeaiioii, caaie 
Bonnetted dre and ooif-askd liune; 
And plaided yonlhy with jeit and joer^ 
Which snooded midden would not beeur & 
And ehildrai, tli&ty unwitting why, 
Lent the gay Aovt then: 8hri% cry ; 
And minstreb, that in measures vied 
Before the yomig and bonny bride, 
Whose downcast efe and dieek disclose 
The tear and blash of morning rose. 
With virgin step>'aad bashfU hand^ 
She held the toxh]0f s mowy bo&d s 
The gallant bridegroom, by her side. 
Beheld his prize with fetor's pride. 
And the glad mother in her ear 
W^s closefy whii^>0ring w^Mrd of cheer. 



XXL 

Who meets tikem at <he diurch-yard gate i2«w 
The messenger of fear and ftte { 
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Haste in his hurried accent lies. 

And grief is swimmifig in his eyes* 

All dripping firom the recent flMd; 

Panting and trnvel-floiled he stood. 

The fatal sign of fire and sword 

Held fortby und spoke the ajq)oint^ word ; 

<< The muster-place is Lanrick mead. 

Speed forth the cognal I Norman, speed !"— - 

And must he change so soob the hand, 

Just litiked to his by holy band. 

For the fell Cross of blood and brand ? 

And must the day, so blithe that r08% 

And promised rapture in the dbse^ 

Before its setting hour, divide 

The bridegroom firom the plighted bride ? 

O fittal doom I — it must I it must I 

Clan- Alpine's cause, her Chieftain's trust. 

Her summons dread, brooks no delay $ 

Stretch to the rac^— away ! away I 



L 
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XXII. 

Yet slow he laid his plaid asides 
And, lingering, eyed his lovely bride, 
Until he saw the starting tear 
Speak woe he might not stop to cheer ; 
Then, trusting not a second look. 
In haste he sped him up the brook, 
Nor backward glanced till on the heath 
Where Lubnaig's lake supplies the Teith. 
— ^What in the racer's bosom stirred ? 
The sickening pang of hope deferred. 
And memory, with a torturing train 
Of all his morning visions vain. 
Mingled with love's impatience, came 
The manly thirst for martial fame ; 
The stormy joy of mountaineers. 
Ere yet they rush upon the spears $ 
And zeal for clan and chieftain burmng. 
And hope, from well-fought field returning, 



f 
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With war's red> honours on his crest. 

To dasp his Mary to his Iveast. 

'Stung by such thoughts, o'er bank and brae. 

Like fibre from flint he glanced away, 

While high resolre, and feeling strong, 

Burst into voluntary song. 

XXIIL 

The heath this night must be my bed. 
The bracken * curtain for my head^ 
My lullaby the warder's tread, 

i 

Far, far, from love and thee, Mary i 
To-morrow eve, more stilly laid, • 
My coudi may be my bloody plaid. 
My vesper song, thy wail, sweet maid ! 

It will not waken me, Mary I 

*Bracken> Fern. 



L 
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« 

I may not, dare not, fiincy mm 
The grief that doudfl ikf lovely bravr, 
I dare not thiak uptm iky vowy 

And all k pronditd se, Maiy« 
No fond legtet moit Noman know| 
When bursts Clan-A^ine on the Soe^ 
His heart must be like bended bow. 

His foot like aitoir firee, Mary. 

A time will come with feeling frao^ I 
For, if I M in battle fbuf^. 
Thy hapless lover's dying thong^t 

8haH be a thonght on thee, Mary* 
And if returned from oonqoered ibes. 
How blithely will the evening close, 
How sweet the linnet sing repose^ 

To my young bride and me, Maiy I 

XXIV. 
Not &8ter o'er thy heathery braes, 
Balquidder, speeds the midnight blaze^ 



! 
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Ruahing, in conflagration strong, 
Thy deep ravines and dells along, 
Wri^ping thy cliffi in purple glow, 
And reddening the dai4£ lakes below $ - 
Nor faster speeds it, nor so far. 
As o'er thy heaths the voice of war. 
The signal roused to martial coil 
The suUen margin of LocH-Voil, 
Waked still Loch-Doine, and to the source 
Alarmed, Balvaig, thy swampy course ; 
Thence southward turned its rapid road 
Adown Strath-Oartney's valley broad. 
Till rose in arms each man might claim 
A portion in Clan- Alpine's name ; 
From the grey sire, whose trembling hand 
Could hardly buckle on his brand. 
To the raw boy, whose shaft and bow 
Were yet scarce terror to the crow. 
Each valley, each sequestered glen. 
Mustered its little horde of men. 



•---^ 
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That met as torrentii fipom the fae%bft 

In Hi^land date their stteamB unite, 

Still gathering, as ihey pour along, 

A voice more loud, a tide more strong, 

Till at the rendezrous they stood 

By hundreds prompt for blows and blood j 

Each trained to arms since Kfe began. 

Owning no tie but to his dan, 

No oath, bat by his Chieftain's hand, 

No law, but Roderick Dhu's command* 

XXV. 

That summer mom had Roderick Dhu 
Surveyed the skirts of Benvenue, 
And sent his scouts o'er hill and he^th, 
To view the frontiers of Menteith. 
All backward came with news of truce J ' 
Still lay each martial Grffime and Bruce, 
In Rednock courts no horiemen wait. 
No banner waved on Cardross gate, ^ 
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On Duchrajr'B toWera no beacoli dKNae, 
Nor scared the herooa from hoch'Coa ; 
All seemed it peacp»***NDW, wot ye why 
The Chieftain^ with siteh anzioiis eye, 
Ere to the muster he repair^ 
This western frcttitier scann'd with care ?-^ 
In Benveane's itMcmt dadkaome deft» 
A fair, though cmely pledge was kft ; 
For Doughy to hn [Nrolniae tme^ 
That morning from the iale witfadteW^ 
And in a deep sequestered dell 
Had sought a low and lam^ odl* 
By many a faard^ in Celtic iemgai^ 
Has Coir-nan-Uritkin beto fitmig$ 
A softer name the SaitoBs gate^ 
And called the grot the Goblin«-eaye. 

XXVI. 

It was a wild and rtrange retreati 
As e!er was trod by outlaw's fret* 
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The deUy npaa the mountain's cresty 
Yawned like a gash on warrior's breast ; 
Its trench had staid fiill many a rodc^ 
Hurled by primasval earthquake shock 
From Benvenue's grey summit wild. 
And here, in random ruin piled. 
They frowned incumbent o'er the qpot, 
And formed the rugged sylvan grot. 
The oak and birch, with mingled shade, 
At noontide there a twilight made. 
Unless when short and sudden shone 
Some straggling beam on cli£P or stone, 
With such a g^oDpse as prophet's eye 
Gains on thy dq)th, Futurity. 
No muroiur waked the solemn still. 
Save tinkling of a fountain rill ; 
But when the wind chafed with the lake^ 
A sullen sound would upward break. 
With dashing hoUow voice, that spoke 
The incessant war of wave and rock. 
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Suspended diffi, with hideous swajr^ 
Seemed noddii^ o'er the cavern grey. 
From such a den the wolf had sprung. 
In sudi the wild cat leaves her young ; 
Yet Douglas and his daughter fair . 
Sought for a space their safety there* 
Grey Superstition's whisper dread 
Debarred the spot to vulgar tread ^ 
For there, she said, did fays resort. 
And satyrs *■ hold their sylvan court. 
By moon-light tread their mystic maze, 
And blast the rash beholder's gaze. 

XXVII. 
Now eve, with western shadows long. 
Floated on Katrine bright and strong. 
When Roderick, with a chosen few, 
R^assed the heights of Benvenue. 
Above the Goblin-cave they go, 
Through the wild pass of Beal-nam-Bo ; 

* The Uritk, or Highland satyr. See Note. 



1S4 THE LADT OF THE LAKE. CAVTO UT. 

The prompt retainers qieed befiirey 

To launch the shallop firom die shore^ 

For cross LodwKatrine lies his way 

To view the passes of Aohraj, 

And place his clansmen in array. 

Yet lags the Chief in musing mindi 

Unwonted sight, his men behind. 

A single page, to bear his swon]. 

Alone attended on his lord ; 

The rest their way through thickets break, 

And soon await him by the lake. 

It was a fair and gallant sight, 

To view them firom the neighbouring height. 

By the low-levelled sun-beam's light ; 

For strength and stature, from the dan 

Each warrior was a chosen man, 

As even afar might well be seen. 

By their proud step and martial mien. 

Their feathers dance, their tartans float. 

Their targets gleam, as by the boat 
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A wild and warlike group they standi 
That well became nidi moiintain stnuid* 



XXVIIL 
Thdr CSttef» with step reluctant^ still 
Was lingering on the craggy hill| 
Hard by where turned apart the road 
To Douglas's obscure abode. 
It was but with that dawning mom 
That Roderick Dhu had proudly sworn. 
To drown his love in war's wild roar. 
Nor think of Ellen Douglas more ; 
But he who stems a sitream with sandy 
And fetters flame with flaxen band. 
Has yet a harder task to prove — 
By firm Resolve to conquer love ! 
Eve finds the Chief, Kke restless ghost. 
Still hovering near his tretisure lost ; 
For though his haughty hewrt deny 
A parting meeting to.his eye. 
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Still fondly strains his anxious ear, 

The accaats of her voice to hear, 

And inly did he corse the breeze . 

That waked to sound the rustling trees. 

But, hark I what mingles in the strain ?-<»- 

It is the harp of Allan-bane, 

That wakes its measures dow and high, 

Attuned to sacred minstrelsjr. 

What melting voice attends the strings ? 

'Tis Ellen, or an angel, sings. 



XXIX. 

^{tmn to ^e ttitsitu 

Aot Maria ! maiden mild ! 

Listen to a maiden's prayer ; 
Thou canst hear though from the wild. 

Thou canst save amid despidr. 
Safe may we sleep beneath thy care. 

Though banished, outcast, and reviled — 

Maiden! hear a maid«i*s prayer ; 

Mother, hear a suppliant child ! 

Jve Maria I 
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A^e Maria ! undefiled ! 

The flinty couch we n&w must share. 
Shall seem with down of eider pilM, . 

If thy protection hoTer there. 
The murky cavern's heavy air 

Shall breathe of babn if thou hast smited ; 
Then, Maiden ! hear a maiden's prayer. 

Mother, list a sujqf^liant child ! 

A^ MariMi 



Ave Maria ! Stainless styled I 

Foul ds&mons of the earth and air, 
From this their wonted haunt exiled. 

Shall flee before thy presence fair. 
We bow us to our lot of care. 

Beneath thy guidance reomcQed; 
Hear for a maid a maiden's prayer, 

And for a father hear a child ! 

Ave Maria ! 
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Died on the harp the dosiBg h jim 
Unmoved in attitude tad limb. 
As listeniiSig still, Clan^A^une's lord • 
Stood leani^ on his heavy swc^d^ 
Until the page, with humble sign^ ■ 
Twice pointed to the son^s 4edliiio. , . 
Th)9ii, wfaUe his plaid he round him cast, 
** It is the last time — 'tb the last," — 
He muttered thrice,-^<' thei last time e'er 
That Qngel<*«Toice shall Roderick hearl'*^ 
It was a goading thought-^his stride 
Hied hastier down the mountain side; 
Sullen he flung him in the boat. 
And instant oroBs the lake it shot. 
They landed in that silvexy bay^ 
And eastward held thei^ hasly wayt 
Till, with the latest beams of lights 

' • - » 

The band arrived on Lanrick height^ 



rASTonr. : THE GATHERING. 1S3 

Where mustdred in the t^ beknr^ . 
Clan- Alplne't 1000 aa maitial show. 

. XXXIv" =•. ''^ 

A various scene the clansmen made, 
Some sate, some stood, 4Bome slowly strayed ; 
But most, with mantles folded round, 
Were couched to rest upon the ground. 
Scarce to be known by curious eye, 
From the deep heather where they lie, 
So well was matched the tartan screen 
With heath-bell dark and brackens green ; 
Unless where, here and there, a blade. 
Or lance's point, a glinimer made. 
Like glow-worm twinkling through the shade. 
But, when, advancing through the gloom, 
They saw the Chieftain's eagle plume. 
Their shout of welcome, shrill and wide. 
Shook the steep mountain's steady side. 



1 
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it arose^ and lake and fell 
Three times returned the martial yeD. 
It died upon Bodiastle^B plain, 
And Silence claimed her eyening reign. 
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t 

I. 

1 H£ rose is fidreirt when 'tis budding ncflfy 

And hope is brightest when it dawns from fears } 
Tlie rose is sweetest washed with morning dew^ 

And love is loveliest when embahned in teats. 
O wilding rose, whom fbncy thus endears, 

t bid yonr blossoms in my bonnet wave, 
Emblem of hope and love throngh foture yeam P' 

Thus spoke young Norman, heir of Arttiandave, 
What time the sun arose on Vennachar's broad wave* 
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11. 

Such fond conceit, half said, half sung, 

Loye prompted to the bridegroom's toi^e. 

» 

All while he stripped the wild-rose spray, 

His axe and bow beside him lay. 

For on a pass 'twist lake and wood, 

A wakefiil sentinel he stood. 

Hark l^-on the rock a footstep rung. 

And instant to his arms he sprung. 

<< Stand, or thou diest ! — What, Malise ?— soon 

Art thou returned from Braes of Doune. 

By thy keen step and glance I know. 

Thou bting'st us tidings of the foe.'* — 

(For while the Ilery Cross hied on. 

On distant scout had Malise gone.) 

<< Where 8leq>s the Chief ?" the hench-man said. 

<* Apart, in yonder misty glade ; 

To his lone couch I'll be your guide."-*- 

Then called a slumberer by his side. 



6 
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« 

And itiited llim with 1m slackened bow~ 
<< Up, up, Glcsntitorkiii ! rouse thee, ho ! 
We seek the Chieftain ; on the track, 
Keep eagle watdi till I come back."-r- 

m. 

Together vp the pass they sped : 

<< What of the foeoton V^ Koiman said.-^ 

<< Varyi^ ti&^ofitA &0m neat and iar j 

This certain, — ^that a band of war 

Has for two days been r^ady bonne. 

At prompt commahd^ to inarch from Donne j 

King James, the wbik^ with princely powers, 

Holds rerelry in Stirling towers. 

Soon will this dark and gathering dand 

Speak on our gfails in thunder loud. 

Inured to bide such bitter bout. 

The warrior's plaid may bear it out I 

But, Norman, how wilt thou proTide 

A shelter for thy bomiy bride ?''— * 
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« What ! know ye not that Roderick's care 
To the lone isle hath caused repair 
Each maid and matron of the clan» . 
And every child and aged man 
Unfit for arms ? and given his charge^ 
Nor skiff nor shallop, boat nor barge. 
Upon these lakes shall float at large. 
But all beside the islet moor, 
That such dear pledge may rest secure ?"— • 



IV. 

<^ 'Tis well advised^-the Chieftain's plan 

Bciqpeaks the father of his dan. 

But wherefore jsleqps Sir Roderick Dku 

Apart from all his followm true ?"-*- 

*^ It is, because last evening*tide 

Brian an augury hath tried. 

Of that dread kind which must not be 

Unless in dread eytremi^. 

The Taghairm called ; by which, afiu*> 
Our sires foresaw the events of war. 



«ANTOIV. 



THE PROPHSCY* 
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DuncragganN milk-white bull they slew,**- 



HALISB. 

« Ah ! well the pliant brtite I knew» 

The choicest of the prey we h^, 

When flwept our merry-men Gallangad* 

His Ude was snow» his hmlns were dark. 

His red eye glowed like fiery spktk ; 

So fierce^ so tameless, and sofleet. 

Sore did he cumber our retreat. 

And kept our stoutest kernes in awe, 

Even at the pass of B^ 'maha. 

But steep and flinty was the road, 

And sharp the hurrying pikeman's goad. 

And when we came to Dennan's Row, 

A child might scatheless stroke his brow."— - 



V. 



KOBMAK. 



^< That bull was idain : his reeking hide 
They stretched the cataract beside, 
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WlioBe waters their wild tumnh ton 
Adown the black and craggy bow 
Of that huge cliff, whose ample verge 
Tradition calb the Hero's -Taige. 
Coudied on a shelre beneath its brink. 
Close where the. thundering tonents aink^ 
Rocking beneath their headkasg sway» * 
And drizded by tibe ceasdesv sprajy. 
Midst groan of rock, and roar of stream. 
The wizard waiu prophetic dram. 
Nor distant rests llie CSiief ;«***bttt hnsh I 
See gliding slow through mist and bush. 
The Hermit gains yon ro<4^, and standi 
To gaie upon our stambering bands^ 
Seems he not, Malise, like a ghost. 
That hovers o'er a skingbtered host I 
Or raven on the blasted oak. 
That, watching while the deer is broke,* 
is morsel claims with sidlen croak ?'' 

* Quitfteied. See Note. 
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-— << Peace \ peace ! to olher than to me i 

Thy words were eril augury i 

But stm I hoU Sir Roderick's bkde 

Clan- Alpine's cmelk and her aid» 

Not au^t that, gleai^ from heayen or heQ, 

Yon fiend«bc|pottai monk can telL 

The Chieftain josito him, aev— and nowy 

Together they descend the hrcm**^'-^ 



VI. 
Andy as they came, with A^pbie's Lord 
The Hehnit Monk heid solemn word: 
<< Roderick ! it is a fearful strife. 
For man endowed with mortal Itfb, 
Whose duroud of sentient day can stSl 
Feel feverisb pang, and firinting chifl. 
Whose eye can stare in stony trance. 
Whose hair can rouse like warrior's lance,— » 
'Tis hard for such to view, unfurl'd, 
The curtain of the future- world. 
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Yet, witness erery qaaking limb, 

My sunken pulse, mine qre-baUs dim, 

My soul with harrowing anguish torn. 

This for my Chieftain have I borne ! — 

The shapes that sought my fearfiil ooucb. 

An human tongue may ne'er avouch ; 

No mortal man, — save he, who, bred 

Between the living and the dead, 

Is gifted beyond nature's law, — 

Had e^er survived to say he saw. 

At length the fateful answer came, 

In characters of living flame I 

Not spoke in word, nor blazed in scroll. 

But borne and branded on my soul ; — 

Which spills the foremost foeman's life. 

That party conquers in the strife." 



VII. 
<^ Thanks, Brian, for thy zeal and care ! 
Good is thine augury, and fair. 

V 3 
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Clan- Alpine ne'er in battle stood, 
Bat first our broad-swords tasted blood. 
A sur^ victim still I Jcnow, 
Sel&offered to the auspicious blow : 
A spy has sought my land this mom,-'— 
No eve shall witness his return ! 
My followers guard each pass's mouth, 
To east, to westward, and to south ; 
Red Murdoch, bribed tb be his guide, 
Has charge to lead his steps aside. 
Tin, in deep path or dingle brown, 
He light on those shall bring him down. 
— But see, who comes his news to show ! 
Malise ! what tidings of the foe ?'' — 




VIIL 
^^ At Doune, o'er many a spear and glaive. 
Two Barons proud their banners wave. 
I saw the Moray's silver star. 
And marked the sable pale of Mar."-— 



^ T 
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M By A^9iiiePB sonl, higfa tidb^ thoie I 
I love to hear of irortliy fos^^ 
When more they on ?'*—<< Tonnorrow't noon 
Will eee them hesre fiur battk boane.** 
^< Then ihaD it see a meeting stem !— 
But, fer the place-^say» coiildst thou kam 
Nought of the fiieodly dans of Earn ? 
Strengthened by them we well might bide 
The batde on Benledi's side. 
Thou couldst not ?<-^weIl I Clan-A^ine's men 
Shall man the Trosach's shaggy glen $ 
Within Loch-Katrine's gorge we'll fi^t. 
An in our maids' and mft^nms' sight. 
Each for his hearth and household fire^ 
Father for child, and son for sire,— 
Lover for maid beloved f-«*-but why- 
Is it the breeae afiects mine eye ? 
Or dost thou come^ iD-omen'd tear ! 
A messenger of doubt or fear ? 
No ! sooner may the Saxon lance 
Unfix Benledi from his st^ce, 
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Than doubt or terror can picirce throi:^ 
The unyieldiiig heart of Roderidi I>ho s 
^Tis stubborn as his triisty torge.**^ 
Each to his post l-*«U know their ohaige.''«**- 
The pibroch 6oi]|ids» the bands adrance^ 
The broad-swords gleam, the banners dance* 
Obedient to the Chieftain's g^ance» 
— I turn me from the martial roar* 
And seek Coir^Unskin onee more. 



IX. 

Where is the Doni^ ?--r4i^ is gone; 
And Ellen sits o^ th^ gsi^f stone 
Fast by the cave, and m^afces her moan ; 
While vainly Allan's words of cheer 
Are poured on her unheeding ear« — 
^* He will return — ^Deav lady, trust !«— 
With joy return i*-^e wijl-^he must. 
Well was it time to seelc a&r. 
Some refuge from impending war. 
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When e'en Clan-Alpine's rugged swarm 
Are coVd by the approaching storm] 
I saw their boats, with many a light. 
Floating the live-long yesternight, 
Shifting like flashes darted forth 
By the red streamers of the north ; 
I marked at mom how dose they ride. 
Thick moored by the lone islet's side. 
Like wild dudks couching in the fen. 
When stoops the hawk upon the glen. 
Since this rude race dare not abide 
The peril on the main-land side. 
Shall not thy noble fitther's care 
Some safe retreat for thee prquure ?*'— • 



X. 

ELLEN. 

<< No, Allan, no ! Pretext so kind 
My wakeful terrors could not blind. 
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When in such tender tone, yet grave, 

_ I 

Pouglas a parting blessing gave. 

The tear that glistened in his eye 

Browned not his purpose fixed and high. 

My soul, though feminine and weak, 

Can image his ; e'en as the lake. 

Itself disturbed by slightest stroke, 

Reflects the invulnerable rock* 

He hears reports of battle rife. 

He deems himself the cause of strife. 

I saw him redden, when the theme 

Turned, AUan, on thine idle dream, 

0f Malcolm Graeme in fetters bound. 

Which I, thou said'st, about him wound. 

Think'st thou he trow'd thine omen aught ? ' 

Oh no ! 'twas apprehensive thought 

For the kind youth, — ^for Roderick too— 

(Let me be just) that friend so true $ 

Jn danger both, and in our cause ! 

Minstrel, the Douglas dare not pause. 



.k. 
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Why else that soleiim wamiiig given^ 

' If not on eartfa> we meet in heaven ?' 

Why else, to Cambns-komedi'a fiuie. 

If eve return him not again* 

Am I to hie and nuike me known ? 

Alas ! he goes to Soodand's throne^ 

Buys his friends' safiety with his own;«— 

He goes to do— what I had done^ 

Had Douglas' daughter been his son ("-^ • 



XI. 

<< Nay, lorefy lEBea !— <teare8t, nay I 
If aught should his return delayt 
He only named yon holy fime 
As fitting plaoe to meet again. 
Be sure he's safe ; and for the Graame,- 
Heaven's blessing on his gallant name !. 
My visionod sight may yet prove truei 
Nor bode of ill to him or you. 
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When did my gifted dream beguile i 
Think of the stranger at the isle. 
And think upon the harpings slow. 
That presaged this i^^firoadiing woe ! 
Sooth was my prophecy of fear $ 
Believe it when it augurs dieer. 
Woidd we had left this dismal spot ! 
HI luck still hasBti a imiiy grot. 
Of such a wond'rous tale I know-^ 

ft 

Dear lady, change ihdt look of woe ! 
My harp was wont thy gnef to cheer. 



$»^ 



MLLBK. 

*< Well, be it as thou wilt ; I hear. 
But cannot stop the bunting tear/'-^ 
The Minstrel tried bis simple art. 
But distant far was Ellen's heart 
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XII. 
ALICE BRAKD. 

Merry it is in the good green wood. 
When the mavis * and merle f are tdngiag. 

When the deer sweeps by 9 and thehoimdflareincry» 
And the hunter's horn is lingug, 

^< O AL'ce Brand, my natiTe land 

Is lost for loTe of you ; 
And we must hold by wood and woM, 

As outlaws wont to do« 



<* O Alice, 'twas all for thy locks so bright. 
And 'twas all for thine qres so blue, 

That on the night of our luckless flight, 
Thy brother bold I slew. 

* Thruslb. f Blackbird. 



CAKTO IV* 



THE PROPHECY. 



159 



'< Now must I teach to hew the beeth, 
, The hand that held the glaive» 
For leaves to spread our lowly bed^ 
And stakes to fence our cave. . 



'* And for vest of pall, thy fingers small. 

That won^ on. harp to stray, 
A ^oak. must shear firom the slaughtered deer, 

To keep the cold away.**— 



<* O Richard ! if my. brother died, 

*Twais but a fiital chance ; 
For darkling waa the battle tried. 

And fortune sped the lance. 

^* If |)all and vair no more I wear. 
Nor thou the crimson sheen, 

As^arm, we'll say, is the russet gray. 
As gay the forest-green. 
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<< And, Bichard, if our lot be liard, 

And lost thy nmive land. 
Still Alice has her own Ridltt!^, 

And he hi» AHee Bnmd.'**^ 



XIH. 
Kfllbl^ f !)ll l t l iW% » 

'Us merry^ 'tb merry, in good git&eti i«bo^ 

So blithe Lady Aliee b aingli^i 
On the beech's pride, and the oak's brown side, 

Lord Richiird'ii a&e is rtngklgl 

Up spoke the moody Elfin king, 

Who won'd within the hill, 
Like wind in the porch of a ruined church, 

His voice was ghostly shrill. 

« Why sounds yon strdce on beech and oal^ 
Our moon-light circle's screen i 



«, 
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Or who comes here to chase the deer, 

Beloved of our Elfin Queen ? 
Or who may dare on wold to wear 

The fairie's fetal green ? 

" Up, Urgan, up ! to yon mortal hie, 

For thou wert christened man %, 
IPqt cross or sign thou wilt not fly, ' 

For muttered word or ban. 



** Lay on him the curse of the withered heart. 

The turse of the sleepless eye $ 
Till he wish and pray that his life would part. 

Nor yet ^d leavie to die.^ 



w 



XIV. 

Ballot) tmtixm^t 

'Tis merry, 'tis merry, in good green wood,' 
Though the birds have stilled their singing; 

The evening blaze doth Alice raise, 
And Richard is faggote bringing- 

L 
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Up Ui^an startst that hideoufi dwaxf » 

Before Lord Richard stands, 
And, as he crossed and blessed himself, 
" I fear not sign/' quoth the grisly df, 

<< That is made with bloody hands." — 

But out then spoke sIm^ Alice Bmid, 

That woman void of fear,*— • 
«< And if there's blood upon his handf - 

'Tis but the blood of deer."— 



« Now loud thou liest, thou bold of mood ! 

It defies unto his hand,^ 
The stain of thine own kindly bkod. 

The blood of Ethert Brand."— 



Then forward stqpp'd die, AUce Brand, 

And made the haij ^gn, — 
« And if there^s bkiod on Richard's hand, 

A spotless hand is mine. 
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<< And I conjure thee^ Dnemoii cdf^ 
, By Him wbdin Dmaata &ar^ 
To shew us whence tliou *it thyself? 
And whAt thina amind here ?*'-«- 



XV. 

<< 'Tis merry, 'tis merryi in Fairy land^ 

When fairy birds ate singings 
When the court doth rid^ by their monarch's tide. 

With bit and bridle ringing :• 



*^ And gaUy shines the Fairy land — 
But all is glistening sbow^ 

r 

Like the idle gleam that Deeembei^d b^ani 
Can dart on ice and snow. 



** And &ding, like that raried gWift, 

Is our inconstant sdbape, 
Who now like knight and lady seem. 

And now like dwarf and iqpe. 
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^' It was between the night and 4ay, 

When the Fairy King has power^ 
That I sunk down in a sinfiil firay. 
And, 'twixt life and death, was snatched awayt 

To the joyless Elfin bower. 



^< But wist I of a woman bold. 

Who thrice my brow durst sign^ 
J might regain my mortal mold, 
, As fair a form as thine." — 



She crossed him once — ^she crossed him twice^^ 

That lady was so brave ; 
The fouler grew his gobJin hue. 

The darker grew the cave. 



She crossed him thrice, that lady bold } 

He rose beneath her hand 
The fairest knight on Scottish moldj| 

Her brother^ Ethart Brapd I 



eANTo IV. 



THE PROPHECY; 



l$5 



Merry it is in good green wood, 

When the mavis and merle are singings' 

But'inerrier were they in Dunfermline grey,* 
When all the bells were ringing. ' ' 



. X -if' ■ 



Just as the minstrel sounds were staid, 

A stranger climbed the steepy glade : 

His martial step, his stately mieif. 

His hunting suit of Lincoln green. 

His eagle glance, remembrance claims— 

'Tis Snowdoun's Enfght, *tis James Fitz-Jam^s* 

Ellen beheJd as ih a' dream, • • 

Then, starting, scarce suppressl^d a sciream: ' 

** O stranger ! in such hour of fear. 

What evil hap has brought thee here ?'*— 

** An evil hap how can it be, ' 

That bids me look ^gain on thee ? 

By promise bound, my former guide ' 

Met me betimes this morning tide^ 

. 12 
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And marshall'dy pyer bank and bourne, 

The happy path of my retorn/'**** 

<* The happy path !-— what I said ha nooght 

Of war, of battle to be Iboght^ 

Of guarded pass ?"•—<« No, by my fiiith ! 

Nor saw I aught could aogur scathe.''—- 

<< Oh haste thee, Allan, to the kanit 

— ^Yonder his tartans I diaoemi 

Learn thou his purpose^ and.coiyure 

That he will guida the stranger sore 1-^ 

What prompted tbee^ unhappy man f 

The meanoBt serf in Roderick's dan 

Had not been bribed by love or fear^ 

Unknown to himt to guide thee here.' 



f> 



XVIJ. 
'< Sweet Ellen, dear my life must boi 
Since it is worthy care from thee ; 
Yet life I hold but idle breath, 
When love or honainr's weighed with d«ptht 

6 



-A ^-J 
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Then let me profit by my chance. 
And speak my ptupoee boM at onee. 
I come to bear thee firmn a wild. 
Where ne'er before suck blossom smiled ^ 
By this soft hand to lead thee &r 

From frantic scenes erf feud and war. 

« 

Near Bochastle my horses waft^ 

They bear ns soon to Stirling gate* 

Fll place thee in a loTely bower, 

Pn guard thee like a tender flower,'' — 

<< O ! hush, Sir Knight ! 'twere female art. 

To say I do not read thy heart $ 

Too much, before, my selfish ear 

Was idfy soothed my praise to hear. 

That fatal bait hath lured thee back. 

In deathfiil hour, o'er dangerous track ; 

And how, O how, can I atone 

The wreck my vanity l»t>i:^t on !— 

One way remains — I'll teD him all— 

Yes ! struggling bosom, forth it shall ! 



X 
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Thoa, whose light felly bears the blames 

Buy thine own pardon with-tby ehame ( 

But first — ^my &ther is a man 

Outlawed and exiled, under ban ; 

The price of blood is on his head^' 

With me 'twere infamy to wed.— 

StiU would'st thou speak ? — ^th^i hear the troth ! 

Fitz-James, there is a noble youth, — 

If yet he is ! — exposed for me 

And mine to dread extremity-^ 

Thou hast the secret of my heart ; 

Forgive, be generous, and depart*"-^ 



xvm. 

Fitz-James knew every wily train 

A lady's fickle heart to gain, 

But here he knew and felt them vain. . 

There shot no. glance from Ellen's eye^ 

To give her stedfa8t*speech the lye ^ 

In maiden confidence she stood. 

Though mantled in her cheek the blood, 
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And told her love with such a sigh 

Of deep and hopeless agony. 

As death had ^«aled her Malcofan's dooni) 

And she sat ■sorrowing on his tomb. 

Hope vanished from Fitz- James's eye. 

But not with hope (led sympathy* 

He proffered to aittend her side^ 

As brother would a sister guide.— 

** O ! little know'st thou Roderick*s heart ! 

Safer for both we go apart. 

O haste thee, and from AQan learn, 

If thou may'st trust yon wily kern."— 

With hand upon his fordiead laid. 

The conflict of his mind to shade, 

A parting step or two he made ; 

Then, as some thought had crossed his brain, 

He paused, and turned, and came again* 
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XIX. 

" Hear, lady, yet, a parting word ! — 
It chanced in fight that my poor sword 
Preserved the life of Scotland's IcMcd. 
This ring the gratefiil Monarch gave. 
And bade, when I had boon to crave. 
To bring it back, and boldly claim 
The recompence that I would name. 
JBIlen, I am no courtly lord. 
But one who lives by lance and swcnrd^ 
Whose castle is his hehn and shield. 
His lordship, the embattled field. 
What from a prince can I demand. 
Who neither reck of .state nor land i 
EUen, thy hand-*the ring is thine ; 
Each guard and usher knows the s^. 
Seek thou the king without dday ; 
This signet shall secure thy way ; 
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And claim thy mitf whatever it be. 

As ransoid of his pledge to me.*'*--*- 

He placed the golden circlet on» 

Paused — kissed her hand«***and th^ was gone- 

The aged Minstrel stood aghast. 

So hastily Fitz^ James shot past. 

He joined his guide, and wending down 

The ridges of the mountain brown. 

Across the stream they took their way. 

That joins Loch-Katrine to Acfaray- 



All in the Trosach's glen was still, 
Noontide was sleeping on the hill : 
Sudden his guide whooped loud and high-— 
^< Murdoch ! was that a signal cry ?"— « 
He stammered ferth,^^^^ I shout to scare 
Yon raven from his dainQr fare.''— <• 
He looked— 4ie knew the raven's prqr. 
His own brave steed : — << Ah 1 gallant gr^ ! 
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For thee — ^for me perchance— 'twere weH 
We ne'er had seen the Trosach's delL^— 
Murdoch, move first — ^but silently ; * 
Whistle or whoop, and thou shalt diel"— 
Jealous and sullen on they fared^ 
Each silent, each upoh his guard. 

XXI. 

^ow wound the path its dizzy ledga 

Around a precipice's edge, 

When lo f a wasted Female form, 

Blighted by wrath of sun and storm^ 

In tattered weeds and wild array. 

Stood on a cUflT.beside the way. 

And glancing round her restless eye^ 

Upon the wood, the lock, the sky. 

Seemed nought to mark, yet all to spy. 

Her brow was wreathed with gaudy broom ; « 

With gestiire wild she waved a:plum^ 
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O^feathersyiwbich.the eagles fling 
To crag and, cliff from duftky wing j 
Such spoils her desperate step .had sought, 
Where scarce was footing fbrithe goat. 
The tartan plaid she first descried. 
And ishridkedy till all the roeks replied ; 
As loud she laughed when near they drew. 
For then the lowland garb she knew ; 
And then her. hands she wildly wrung. 
And then she wept, and then she sung. — 
She. sung !-^the voice, in better time. 
Perchance to harp or lute might chime ; 
And now, though strained and roughened, stiH 
Jlung wildly sweet to dale and hilL 



XXII. 
^01104 

** They bid me sleep, they bid me pray. 
They say. my brain is warped aad wrung- 

I cannot sleep on Highland brae, 
I cannot pray in Highland tongue. 



174 THE LADir OF THX LAKE. CANtO IV. 

Bat were I now where ADan {^68, 
Or heard my native Devan's ddea. 
So sweetly would I rest, and pray 
That HeaiTOi would dote my whitry day ! 

^ 'Twas thns my hair they hade me braid. 
They bade me to the churdh repaif i 

It was my bridal mora they laid, 
And my tme lore would meet me there. 

But woe betide the cruel guile. 

That drowned in blood the morning smile ! 

And woe betide the finiy dream f 

I only waked to sob and seream«'^'~ 



XXIII. 

« Who is this nudd ? what means her lay ? 
She hovers o'er the hoDow way, 
And flutters wide her mantle grey, 
As the Icme heron spreads hie wing. 
By twilight, o'er a haunted upringr'*-^ 



ti-HM' 
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<' 'Tis Blanch of I)evan»" Murdoch said^ 
<< A crazed and ci^ve lowland maid* 
Ta'en on the mom die was a bride. 
When Roderick forayed Devan^side. 
The gay bridegroom resistance made, 
And felt our ChiePs unconquered blade. 

< 

I marvel she is now at large. 

But oft die 'scapes from Maudlin's charge.*^ 

Hence, brain-sick fixil !" — He raised his bow : — 

<< Now, if ^ou strikest her but one blow, 

Fll pitch thee from the cliff as fiu- 

As ever peasant pitched a bar." — 

<< Thanks, champion, thanks !" the Maniac cried. 

And {Hressed her to Fitz-James's ride. 

** See the grey pennons I prepare, 

To seek my true-love through the air ! 

I will not lend that savage grocmi. 

To break his fall, one downy plume ! 

No ! — deep amid disjointed stones. 

The wolves shall batten on his bones« 



176 THE LAI>r OP THS LAKE. GAKtOIV. 



And then shaH his detested plaid. 
By bush and briar in mid air staid. 
Wave forth a banner fair and firee^ 
Meet signal for their reveliy."—- 



XXIV. 

< 

*< Hush thee, poor maiden, and be still l^--pf^ 
«' O I &OU look'st kindly, and I will.-— 
Mine eye has dried and wasted been. 
But still it loves the Lincoln green ; 
And, though mine ear is all unstiftmg. 
Still, still it loves the lowland tcmgue^ 

^ For O tny sweet William was fisirest^ true. 
He stole poor Blanche's heart away ! 

His coat it was a]l of the greenwood hue. 
And so blithely lie trilled the lowland lay !^^ 

It was not that I meant to tell . . » 
But thou art wise, and guessest weD/'--^ 
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Then^ in a low and broken tone, 
And hurried note, Ae song went on. 
Still on the Clans-man, fearfuUf, 
She fixed her apprehensive eye) 
Then turned it on the Knight, and then 
Her look glanced wildfy o'er the glen. 

XXV. 

** The toils are pitdied, and the stakea arc set, 

Ever sing merrily, merrily ; 
The bows they bend, and the knives they whet, 

Hunters live so dieeriiy. 



^* It was a stag, a stag of ten,^ 
Bearifi^ his branches sturdily ; 

He came stately down the glen, 
Ever sing hardily, hardily. 

* Having ten brancbea on hit aatleri. 
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<* It was there he met widi a wounded doe. 

She was bleeding deathfiilly ; 
She warned him of the toils below, 

O so faithfully, fiuthfiilly ! 

<< He had an eye, and he coukl heed, 

Evef sing warily, warily ; 
He had a fiiot, and he could speed — 

Hunters waldi so narrowfy/' — 



XXVI, 

Fitz-James's mind was pasaion-toss'd. 
When Ellen's hints and fears were lost ; 
But Murdoch's shout suspicion wrou^t. 
And Blanche's song conviction brought- 

i 

Not like a stag that spies the snare. 
But lion of the hunt aware. 
He waved at once his blade on high, 
** Disclose thy treadiery, or die !" — 
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Forth at fuU speed the Clans-man flew. 

But in his race his bow he drew. 

The shaft just grazed Fitz<* James's crest, 

And thrilled in Blanche's faded breast.*— 

Murdoch of Alpine ! prove thy speed. 

For ne'er had Alpine's son such need ! 

With heart of fire, and foot of mnd, 

The fierce avenger is behind ! 

Fate judges of the rapid strife-— 

The forfeit death — the prize is^Iife \ 

Thy kindred ambush lies before. 

Close couched japoQ the heatheiy moor ; 

Them couldst thou reach ! — it may not be— 

Thine ambushed kin thou ne'er shalt see. 

The fiery Saxon gains on thee ! 

— Resistless speeds the deadly thrust. 

As lightning strikes the pine to dust ; 

With foot and hand Fitz-James must strain, 

Ere he can win bis blade again. 
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Bent o'er th^ fiill'ii) with &lc(« eye, 
He grimly smUed to see him die $ 
Then slovrar wended back his way, 
Where the poor maiden bleeding lay. 

xxvn. 

She sate beneath the birchen tree, 

Her elbow resting on heat knee ; 

She had withdrawn the fiital shaft, 

And gaaed on it, and feebly laughed $ 

Her wreath of broom and feadien grey, 

Daggled with blood, beside her lay. 

The Kni^t to staunch the lifoHStream tried, — 

** Stranger, it is in vain !*• she c;^ed. 

*^ This hotir of death has gt^txt me more 

Of reason's power than yeat% befi»*e ; 

For, as these ebbing v^s decay. 

My firemsied visicms fiide laway. 

A helpless injured wretch I die, 

And something tells me in thine eye, 
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That thou wert mine avenger born.««^ 
Seest thou this tress i-^O ! still I've worn 
This little tress of yellow hair, 

» 

Through danger, frenzy, and deqpair f 
It once was bright and clear as thine, 
But blood and tears have dimmed its shine. 
I will not tell thee when 'twas shred, 
Nor from what guiltless victim's head*— 
My brain would turn !**-but it Mtxall wave 
Like plumage on thy helmet brave, 
Till sun and wind shall bleach the stain, 
And thou wilt bring it tae again.—- 
I waver still ! — O God ! more bright 
Let Reason beam her parting light !-^ 
O ! by thy knighthood^s honoured sign, 
And for thy life preserved by mine. 
When thou shalt see a darksome man. 
Who boasts him Chief of Alpine's ^lan, 
With tartans broad and shadowy plume, , 
And hand of blood, aijid brow of glocnn. 
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Be thy. heart bold, thy weapon strong, 
And wreak poor Blanche of Devan's wrong ! — 
lliey watch for thee by pass and fell . . . 
Avoid the path' . . . O God ! . • . farewelL*' — 



XXVIIL 
A kindly heart had brave Fitz- James ; 
Fast poured his eye at pity's claims^ 
And BOW, with mingled grief and ire. 
He saw the murdered maid expire. 

» 

** God, in my need, be my relief. 

As I wreak this on yonder Chief!" — 

A lock from Blanche's tresses fidr 

He blended with her bridegroom's hair ; 

The mingled braid in blood he dyed, , 

And placed it on his bonnet side : 

" By Him whose word is truth ! I sweart 

*No other fevourwill I wear. 

Till this sad token I embrue 

In the b^t blood of Roderick Dhu ! 

— But hark ! what means yon faint halloo ? 
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The chase is up^ — but they shall know. 

The stag at bay's a dangerous foe." — 

Barred from the known but guarded way. 

Through copse and clifis Fitz- James must stray. 

And oft must change his desperate track, 

By stream and precipice turned back. 

Heartless, fatigued, and faint, at length, 

From lack' of food and loss of strength, 

He couched him in a thicket hoar. 

And thought his toils and perils o'er i-^^ 

<< Of all my rasli adventures past. 

This frantic feat must prove the last I 

Who e'er so mad but might have guess'd. 

That all this highland hornet's nest' 

Would muster up in swarms so soon 

As e'er they heard of bands at Doune P-— 

Like blood-hounds now they search me out,-« 

Hark, to the whistle and the shout !-— 

If farther tlirough the wilds I go, ' 

I only fall upon the foe ; 
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% 

rn couch me here till evening grey^ 
Then darkh'ng try my dangaroui way.''-^^ 



The Shades of eye ooine domfy down. 
The woods are wnq^ed in deeper brown^ 
The owl awakens from her dell» 
The fex is heard upcm flie fisll i 
Enough remains of glimmering light 
To guide die jMranderer's st^ aright. 
Yet not enough from hr to show 
His figure to the watchful foe. 
With cautious st€|) and ear awake. 
He climbs the ciag and threes the brake ; 
And not the summer solstice, there, 
Temper'd the midnight mountain air. 
But every brecse, that swept the wold, 
Benumbed his drenched Hmba with cold. 

In dread, in danger, and alone, 

_ » 

Famished and chilled, through ways unknown, 

Tangled and steep, he journeyed on ; 
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Till as a nook'ft huge point be turned, 
A watdi*-ftre dose before him burned. 



Beside its anbers red and dear^ 

Basked, in his plaid, a mountainear ; 

And up he sprung with sword in hand,-^ 

<* Thy name and purpose ! Saxon, stand ('^^^ 

" A stranger."—" What dost thou require ?*'- 

" Rest and a guide, and food and fire* 

My life's beset, my path is lost, 

The gale has chilled my limbs with fiost^*''*^ 

« Art thou a friend to Roderick ?"-^« No.'*— 

" Thou darest not call thyself a foe ?''-^ 

"/ 1 dare ! to him and all the band 

He brings to aid his murderous hand." — 

** Bold words !-*^but, though the beast of game 

The privLlq;e of chace may daim. 

Though space and law the stag we loud, 

Ere hound we slip^ or bow we bend, 
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Who ever reck'd, ^ere» how, or when. 

The prowling fin: was tn^ped or slain ? 

Thus treacherous scouts,*— yet sure they lie, 

Who say thou earnest a secret spy !" — 

f ^ They do, by heaven ! — Come Roderick Dhu, 

And of his dan the boldest two. 

And let me but till morning rest, 

I wiite the fiilsehood on their crest."—- 

<< If by the blaze I mark aright. 

Thou bear'st the belt and spur of Knight."-— 

** Then by these tokens may'st thou know. 

Each proud oppressor's mortal foe."-^ 

« Einough, enough ; sit down and share' 

A Soulier's coiich, a soldier's .fiure." — 



XXXL 

He gave him of his Highland cheer. 
The hardened flesh of mountain deer ; 
Dry fuel on the fire he laid. 
And bade the Saxon share his plaid. 
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He tended him like welcome guest^ 

■ 

Then thus his fiirther speech addressed* 
*< Stranger, I am to Roderick Dhu 
A dans-man bom, a kinsman true ; 
Each word against his honour spoke, 
Demands of me avenging stroke ; 
Yet more, — upon' thy fate, 'tis said, 
A mighty augury is laid. 
It rests with me to wind my hom,^ 
Thou art with numbers overborne ; 
It rests with me, here, brand to brand. 
Worn as thou art, to bid thee stand : 
But, not for clan, nor kindred's cause. 
Will I depart from honour's laws ; 
To assail a wearied man were shame. 
And stranger is a holy name j 
Guidance and rest, and food and fire^ 
In vain he never must require. 
Then rest thee here till dawn of ddy ; 
Myself wUl guide thee on the way, 
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O'er stock and slone^ through watch and ward, 

Till past Clan-^Alpine's oatmoat guards 

As fer as Coikntogle'B fcMTd ; 

From thence thy warrant is thy sword."*^ 

^^ I take thy courtesy^ by Heaven^ 

As freely as 'tis noUy giren !"-^ 

<< Well, rest thee ; for the bittern's cry 

Sings us the lake's wild lullabyJ 

With that he shook die gathered heath, 

And spread his plaid upon the wreath $ 

And the brave foemen, side by side, 

Lay peaceful down like brothers tried. 

And slept until the dawning beam 

Purpled the mountain and the stream. 
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I. 

Paib as the earliest beam of eastern lights 
When first, by the bewildered pilgrun q>ied9 

« 

It smfles upon the dreary brow of night. 
And silvers o'er the torrent's foaming tide. 

And lights the fearfiil path on mountain side ;— - 
Fair as that beam, although the fidrest far, 

Giving to horror grace, to danger pride, 

Shine martial Faith, ,and Courtesy's bright star. 

Through all the wreckful storms that doud the brow 
of War. 



1 



193 THE LADT OF TH£ LAKE. CANTO IT. 



II. 

That early beam, so &ir and sheen. 
Was twinjding through the hazel screen. 
When, rousing at its glimmer red. 
The warriors left their lowly bed, 
* Looked out upon the dappled sky. 
Muttered their soldier matins by. 
And then awa^ed their fire, to steal. 
As short and rude, their soldier meal. 
That o'er, the Gael * around him threw 
His graceful plaid of varied hue, 
And, true to promise, led the way. 
By thicket green and mountain grqr. 
A wildering P.& !-Aey winded new 

» 

Along the precipice's brow. 
Commanding the rich fcenes beneath, 
The windings of the Forth and Teith, 



« The Scottish Highlander calls himself Gael, or Gau)> anil 
terms the^Ixmlanders^ Sassenach^ or Saxons. 

6 



J 



CANmy. . THE COMBAT. 193 

And all the vales between that lie. 
Till Stirling's turrets melt in iky ; 
Then, sunk in copse, their farthest glance , 
Gained not the length of horseman's lance* 
'Twas oft so steep, the foot was fain 
Assistance from the hand ta gain ; 
So tangled oft, that, bursting through. 
Each hawthorn shed her ahowers of dew,—- > 
That diamond dew, so pure and clear, 
It riyals all but Beauty's tear ! 

4 

III. 

At length they came where, stem and steep. 
The hill sinks down upon the deep. 
Here Vennachar in silver flows, 
There, ridge on ridge, Benledi rose; 
Ever the hollow path twined on. 
Beneath steep bank and threatening stone j 
An hundred men might hold the post 
With hardihood against a host 
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The nigged moontam's Mxaty cloak 

Was dwarfish ahnibs of birdi and oak, 

With shingles bare, and clifi between. 

And patches bright of bracken green. 

And heather black, that waved so h%b, 

It held the copse in rivalry. 

But where the Idee slept deep and ttiO, 

Dank osiers fiinged &e swamp and Ull ; 

And oft botli palii and faiH were Uupnf 

Where wintry torrent down had borne, 

And heaped upon the cumbered land 

Its wreck of gravel, rodES, and sand. 

So toflsome vns tlie road to trace. 

The guide, * abating of hk pace. 

Led slowly through the pass'^ jaws. 

And asked Pitz-James, 1^ what strange ^ooose 

He sought these wilds f traversed by few, 

Without a pass from R^oderiek Dhu. 



IV. 

<< Brave Gael, my pass, in danger tried. 
Hangs in my belt, and by my side ; 
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Yet, sooth to .tdl," the Saxixi said, 
" I dreamed not now to claim ite aid. 
'Wfarai here, but three days since, I came. 
Bewildered in pursuit of game, 
All seemed as peac^ul and as stiH, 
As the mist slumberiog on yon hill ) 
lliy dangerous Cb)«f was then afar, 
Nor soon expected back from «w. 
Thus said, at leawt, ny ipoontain gQ.id^ 
Though So(f, penohance, the TiUaia lied."— 
" Yet why a sacond Fejiture try ?"— 
" A warior thow, »iui «ak me why !— 
Moves our free course 1^ snii fised cwue. 
As gives thie' poor mech^ic laws ? 
Enough, I sought to drive «w«y 
The lazy hours of fisaOQ^ d^ i 
Slight cause vill th^ en^cg to aiiide 
A Knight's free fottfst^ &r and wide,— 
A fidcon flows, a gr^hoond strayed. 
The merry glttqce itf njowitvn Hiftid t 
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Or, if a path be dangerous known, 
The danger's self is lure alone." — 



V. 
<< Thy secret keep, ) urge thee not ;-^ 
Yety ere again ye sought this spot. 
Say, heard ye nought of lowland war. 
Against Clan- Alpine raised by Mar ?''-^ 

s 

<< — No, by my word ;-— of bands prqiared 
To guard King James's sports I heard ; 
Nor doubt I aught, but, when they hear 
This muster of the mountaineer. 
Their pennons will abroad be flung. 
Which else in Doune had peaceful hung."—- 
'< Free be they flung I ibr we were loth 
Their silken folds should feast the moth. 
Free be they flung ! — as firee shall wave 
Clan- Alpine's pine in banner brare. 
But, Stranger, peaceful since you came, 
Bewildered in the mountain game. 
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Whence the bold boast by which. you. show 
Vich- Alpine's vowed and mortal foe ?" — 
" Warrior, but yester-morn, I knew 
Nought of thy .Chieftain, Roderick Dhu, 
Save as an oudaw'd desperate man, 
The chief of a rebdlious dan, . , 

Who, in the Regent's court and. sight. 
With ru£Gian dagger stabbed a knight ; 
Yet this alone might from his part 
Sever each true and loyal heart"-— . 

VI. 

Wrothful at such arraignment foul. 
Dark lowered the dans-man's sable scowL 
A space he paused, then sternly said, — 
^* And heard'st thou why he drew his blade ? 
Heard'st thou that shameful word and blow 
Brought Roderick's vengeance, on his foe ? 
What reck'd the Chieftain if he stood 
On Highland heath, or Holy-Rood ? 
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He r^|liC8 taeh wrong where it k giyeiiy 
If it were in the coot of heaven/*-— 
<< Stin was it outrage }— yet, 'tii tme, 
Not then claimed sovereignly his doe i 
While An>any, with feeUe hand, * 
Held borrowed tnmcheon of command, 

« 

The yoimg King, itfew'd in Stilling tower. 
Was stranger to if aspect and power* 
But then, thy Chieftaoln's robber life !-^ 
Winning mean prey by causdess strife. 
Wrenching from ruined lowland swain 
His herds and harvest reared in vain,— 
Methinks a isotd, like thtne, should scom 
The spoils from sodi fetd foray bome/'-^ 



VII. 
The Gael beheld him grim dke while. 
And answered with disdainful smile,-^- 
<< Saxon^ from yonder mountain high, 
I marked the^ send delated eye. 
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Far to the south aad east, where lay^ 
Extended in succession gajr,. 
Deep waving fields and pastures green^ 
With gentle aiapes and groves between i-^ 
These fertile plains, thai na&exk&i vale^ 
Were once the birth*rigfat of the Gibel ; 
The stranger came with iron hand^ 
And from our &thers reft the land* 
Where dwell we now I <See» rudeljr swell 
Crag over crag, and ^ o'«r fdL 
Ask we this savage hill we treadi, 
For fattened steer or household bread ; 
Ask we for flocks these shingles dry. 
And well the mountain m^g^t reply,— 
• To you, as to your sires of yore. 
Belong the target and daymore ! 
I give you shelter in my breast, 
your own good blades must win the rest.'— 
Pent in this fortress of the Northi 
Think'st thou we wiU not sally forth. 
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To spoil the BpoSler as we may, 
And from the robber rend the prey ? 
Aye, by my soul ! — While on yon plain 
The Saxon rears one shock of grain ; 
While, often thousand herds, there strays 
Bat tme along yon riyer's maze,— * * 
The Gael, of plain and ri^er heir. 
Shall, with strong hand, redeem his share. 
Where live the mountain Chie& who hold. 
That plundering Lowland field and £>ld 
Is aught but retribution true ? 
Seek other cause 'gainst Roderick Dhti."— - 

vni. 

Answered Fitz- James, — << And, if I sought, 
Think'st thou no other could be brought ? 
What deem ye of my path way*laid, 
My life g^ven o'er to ambuscade ?*' — 
<< As of a ineed to rashness due : 
Hsdst thou sent warning f$ir and true,-^ 
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I seek my hound, or falcon strayed, 

I seek, good faith, a Highland maid, — 

Free hadst thou been to come and go ; 

But secret path marks secret foe. 

Nor yet, for this, even as a i^y, 

Hadst thou, unheard, been doomed to die, . 

Save to fiilfil an augury." — 

<< Well, let it pass ; nor will I now 

Fresh cause of enmity avow. 

To chafe thy mood and doud thy brow. 

Enough, 1 am by promise.tied , 

To match me with this man of pride : 

Twice have I sought Clan- Alpine's glen 

In pc^e ; but when I come agen, 

I come with banner, brand and bow, 

As leader seeks his mortal* foe. 

For love-lorn swain, in lady's bower. 

Ne'er panted for the appointed hour, 

As I, until before me. stand 

This rebel Chieftain and his band." — 
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IX. 

« Have, tlien^ thy wuh P'— he 
And he was answered fiom tlie hill ; 
Wild as the scream of the curliea. 
From crag to crag the signal flew. 
Instant, through copse and heath, aroi# 
Bonnets and spears and bended bows $ 
On right, on left, above, below^ 
Sprang up at once the loridng toe ;. 
From shingles gr^ their lances start. 
The braciu» bush sends forth the dart, 
, The rushes and the willow-wand 
Are bristling into axe and brand. 
And every tuft of Inroom gives life 
To plaided warrior armed for strife. 
That whistle garrison'd die glen 
At once with full five hundred meui 
As if the yawning hill to heaven 
A subterranean host had given. 
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Watching their leader*» beck and will. 

All silent ther« tbey stood aad ttill. 

Like the loose crags whose tbreaCemng mass 

Lay tottering o'car the hdlow pass. 

As if an in&nt's touch ccmid urge 

Their headlong passage down the verge. 

With step and wespon forward flung, 

Upon the mountainnside they hung. 

The mountaineer cast glance c^ pride 

Along Benledi's living side, 

Then fixed his eye and sable brow 

Full on Fitz^ames-^** Kow say*st thou now ? 

These are Clan-AJpine^s warriors true ; 

And, Saxon, — I am Rodeorick Dfau P^-^^ 



Fitz-James -was brave t-^Though to his heart 
The life-blood thrilled with sudden start. 
He znannM himself with dauntless air, 

% 

Returned the Chief his haughty stare, 
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His back against a rock.he bore. 

And finnly placed his foot before.: — . 

** Come one, come all ! this rock shall fly 

From its fiim base as soon as L" — . 

Sir Roderick marked-— and in his eyes - 

Respect was mingled with surprise. 

And the stem joy which waixiors fed 

In foemen worthy of their steel* . 

Short space he stood — then waved his hand : . 

Down sunk the disappearing band ; 

Each warrior vanished where he stood. 

In broom or bracken, heath or wood i 

Sunk brand and spear and bended bow, . 

In osiers pale and copses low ; 

It seemed as if their mother Earth 

Had swallowed up her warlike birth. 

The wind's last breath had tossed in air, . 

Pennon, and plaid, and plumage fidr, — 

The next but swept a lone hill-side. 

Where heath and fern were waving wide ; . 
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The sun's last glance was glinted bade. 
From spear and glaive, from targe and jack, — 
The next, all unreflected, shone 
On bracken green, and cold grey stone. 

XI. 

Fitz- James looked round — ^yiet scarce believed 

The witness that his sight received ; 

Such apparition well might seem 

Delusion of a dreadful dream. 

Sir Roderick in suspense he eyed. 

And to his look the Chief replied, 

<< Fear nought — ^nay, that I need not say--<- 

But— doubt not aught from mine array. 

Thou art my guests— I pledged my word 

As far as Coilantogle ford : 

Nor would I call a dans-man's brand 

For aid against one valiant hand. 
Though on our strife lay every vale 
Rent by^ the Saxon from the GraeL 
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So move we on i--<-I cnSf mQMt 
To show the rood cm wbiob yon l^aot. 
Deeming this piith you ndg^t pttrs«e 
Without a pais from Roderick Dh|u''-<- 
They moved : — I said Fitz- James was braVe, 
As ever knight that belted glaive ; 
Yet dare not my 9 tiut now his Uood 
Kept on its w&Bi aod tenured flood. 
As, following Eoderidc's stride, he drew 
That seeming lonesome path«-way through^ 
Which yet, bj fearful proof, was rife 
With lances, that to take his life 
Wttted but s^nal from a guide. 
So late diAonooved and d^ied* 
Ever, by atealth, his eye sought rowd 
The vanished guardians of the groiuid. 
And still fxtom copse and heather deep, 
Fancy saw spear and broed^^orard .peqv 
And in the pfever'a sh^iDy 4rtrain9 
The signal whbtle heard again. 
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Nor breathed lie finee till &r hekind 
The pass was left ; fbr Aen they wind 
Along a mde and level green^ 
Where neidier tree ncxr tuft was eeen^ 
Nor rush, jior bosh of bvoom was near. 
To hide a bonn^ or a q>ear. 



XIL 

The Chief in silence starode befiore. 

And reached diat torrent's soundii]^ shore. 

Which, daughter of three mighty lakes. 

From Vennachar in siyer breaks. 

Sweeps through the plain, and ceaseless mines 

On Bochastk the mouldering lines, 

Whwe Rome, the Empress of the world. 

Of yore her eagle wmgs imliffPd* 

And here his icoixrse the Chieftain staid^ 

Threw down Us target and his plaid. 

And to the XiOvviand warrior said :-^ 

^Bold^SftKoa! to his promise^t, 

Vich- Alpine has discharged his trust. 
1 
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Tliis morderoiu Chief, this ratfakfls man, 

Tlis head of a rdieDioiis dan. 

Hath led thee safe, through watch and waid, 

Far past Clan-AIpine's outmost guard. 

Now, man to man, and steel to steel, 

A Chieftain's vengeance thou ihalt feeL 

See, here, all vantageless I stand. 

Armed like thyself, with single brand ; 

For this is Cdlantogle ford, 

And thou must keep thee with thy sword.*' — 

XIIL 
The Saxon paused : — ** I ne'er delayed. 
When foeman bade me draw my blade; ^ 
Nay more, brave Chief, I vow'd thy death : 
Yet sure thy fidr and generous fiuth, . 
And my deep debt for life preserved, 
A better meed have well deserved :-— 
Can nought but blood our feud atone ? 
Are there no means ?"— *< No, Stranger, pone I 



I 
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And hear J — ^to fire thy flagging zeal,— - 
The Saxon cause rests on thy steel ; 
For thus spoke Ffite by prophet bred 
Between thie living and the dead ^ 
<* Who spills the foremost fireman's life^ 
His party conquers in the strife*"-^ 
•* Then, by my word,'* the Saxon said, 

" ** The riddle is already read. 
Seek y<H|der brake beneath the cliffy- 
There lies Red Murdoch; stark and stifle 
Thus Fate has solved her prophecy. 
Then yield to Fate, and not to me. 
To James, at Stirlmg, let i|s go, 
When, if thou wik be* still his foe. 
Or if the King shaU not agree 

^ To ^itmt thee graceandfevour free, 
I plight mine honour^ oath, aoid woird, 
'That, to thy natiire strengths resKxred, 
With each advanti^'iteJt thc^ stand. 
That aids thee now to guard thy land.'*— , 
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XIV. 

Dark lighftniBg fladied from IboddUek'« cjfT 
«< Soars thy praampdini thcB io b%^9 
Because a wtetdiad kern ye tleir^ 
Homage to name t6 Boderidk iMm ? 
He yiekDi not, be^ tomaa hor FMe f 
Thou add'st but fiiet to my hate >-» 
My ckms^miaU blood demands rcivciige.-^ 
Not yet prepared i — By hcarrsn, I change 
My thought^ and hold thy vairar ]%ht 
As that of same nan caipet-kmght. 
Who ill deserved my courteous.' carey 
And whose best boast is hnit id wear 
A braid of his fair lady's hair."*^ 
— *< I thank thee» Roderick^ far the word I 
It nerves my heart, it steels my swoidf 
For I have sworn this braid to stain 
In the best bJood that warms thy vein. 
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Now, trace, JhrseweH I ia^ rutfi, begone !-— 
Yet think not that by thee alone. 
Frond Chief I can cbnrtesy he shewn $ 
Thong^ not from copse, or heath, or caiftii 
Start at my whistle diems-meii stem. 
Of this small hoiH one feeble blast 
WonkL fearful odds against thee cast 
But fear not — doubt not — ^which thou wilt— - 
We try this quarlrel hilt to hilt'*— 
Then esuAi at oncte hiis ifikulchion drew, 
Each on the ground his iscabbard threw, 
Each looked to sun, aiid stream, and plain, 
As what they ne^er might see agaiii ; - 
Then, feot, and point, and eye opposed^ 
In dubious strife they darkly closed. 



/ I 



XV. 
HI fiured it thai with Roderidc Dhu, 
That on the field his targe be tfafew. 
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Whoie brazen studs and tough bull-hide 
Had death so oEUxk dashed aside ; 
For, trained abroad his arms to wield^ 
Fitz-James's blade was sword and shield. 
He practised every pass and ward,. 
To thrust, to strike, to feint, to guard i 
While less espert, though stronger &r. 
The Gael maintained unequal war. 
Three times in closing strife they stood. 
And thrice the Saxon blade drank blood ; 
No stinted draught, no scanty tide. 
The gashing floods the tartans dyed. 
Fierce Roderick felt the fiital drain. 
And showered his b]ows like wintry rain ; 
And, as firm rock, or casde-roof. 
Against the winter shower is proof. 
The foe invulnerable still 
Foiled his wild rage by steady skill ; . 
Till, at advantage ta'en, his brand 
Forced Roderick's weapon from his hand. 



V 
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And, backwards^ borne upon the lea^ 
Brought the )[>roiid Chieftain to tiift knee. 



XVI. 

" Now, yield thee, or, by Him who made 
The world, thy heartf s blood dyes my blade !** — 
« Thy threats, thy mercy, I defy ! 
Let recreant yield, who fears to die.''— 
Like adder darting from his coil. 
Like wolf that dashes through the toil. 
Like moimtain-cat who guards her young, 
Full at Fitz-James's throat he sprung. 
Received, but reck'd not of a wound. 
And locked his arms his fi>eman round.-^ 
Now, gallant Saxon, hold thine own I 
No maiden's hand is round thee thrown ! 
That de^erate grasp thy frame might feel. 
Through bars of brass and triple steel !-^ 
They tug, they strain ! — down, down, they go, 
The Gael above, Fitz^James below. 



1 

1 



tl4 THE LAI>T OF THK LAKE. CAMW T« 

The Chieftain's gcipe hb tlicMt ocMnpriwif d^ 
His knee was plaaited in hk hireaal; } 
His clotted locks he backward tbreify 
Across his brow his band he drew, 
From blood and niilt to cfcnr hia 9i^t% 
Th» gleam'd akf^ bis dtiggK bri^ l-« 
— Bat hate and fqiy iU sqpptie4 
The stream ^ lif^s eafli^mted tides 
And all too late tbe advantage ctmei 
To turn the odds of daadfy game; 
For, while the di^gger £^eam'd on ld^$ 
Reeled soul apd sense, rflded brain and cgre» 
Down came tlie blow ! but ip the heath 
The erring blade found bloodless sheath* ' 
The struggling fo^ may now nndaqp^ 
The fainting Chicrs relaxing gtwtp § 
Unwounded fiom the df^adful dos^ 
But breathless all, FiteJamea arose^ 
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XVIL 

He faulterdd thatika to Heaven for lifa^ 

Redeemed^ unhoped, froin desperate itxife ; 

Next on his foe his look he oast, 

Whose every gaMp afptared his last $ 

In Roderick's gore he dipp'd the braid^^ 

<* Poor Blanche ! thy wrcHigs axe deariy paid: 

Yet with thy foe must die, or live, 

The praise that Faith and Valour give.'^*^ 

With that he blew a biigle-note. 

Undid the collar from his throat, 

Unbonnetted, and by the wave 

3ate down his brow and hands to lave. 

Then foint afor are heard the feet 

Of rushing steeds in gallop fleet i 

The sounds increase, and now are seen 

Four mounted squires in Lincoln green i 

Two who bear lance, and two who lead, 

By loosened rein, a saddled st^i 
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Each onward held his headlong course. 
And by Fitz-James rem'd up his horse, — 
With wonder Tiew'd the bloody ^M>t — 
— ** Esciaim not, gallants ! question not««-» 
You, Herbert and Luffiiess, alight. 
And bind the wounds of yonder knight ; 
Let the gKy palfir^ bear his weight. 
We destined for a fiiirer, freight. 
And bring him on to Stirling straight i 
I will before at better qpeed. 
To seek fresh horse and fitting weed* 
The sun rides high ;— I must be boune 
To see the archer«game at noon ; 
But lightly Bayard clears the lea.—- ' 
De Vaux and Herries, follow me. 

XVIII. 
M Stand, Bayard, stand !" — the ste^ obeyed, 
With arching neck and bended head. 
And glancii% eye» and quivering ear. 
As if he loved his lord to hear. 
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No foot Fitz-James in stirrup staid. 

No grasp upon the saddle laid, 

But wreathed his left hand in the manez) 

And lightly bounded frdm the plain, 

, Turned on the horse his armed heel, 

And stirred h|s courage with the steeL 

Pounded the fiery steed in air. 

The rider sate erect and fair. 

Then, like a bolt from steel cross-bow 

Forth launched, along the plain they go. 

They dashed that rapid torrent through, 

And up Carfacmie's hill they flew ; 

Still at the gallop pricked the Knight, 

His merry-men followed as they might. 

Along thy banks, swift Teith ! they ridej 

And in the race they mock thy tide ; 

Torry and Lendrick now are past. 

And Deanstown lies behind them cast ; - 

They rise, the bannered towers of Douney 

They sink in distant woodland soon ; 

2 



L 



51S THE LADY OF THE I.AK£. OAMTO V. 

Blair-DrumiQPiid ^^es the boob Btrib fre^ 
They sweep like |>raeze through Ooht^rtyre s 
They mark just glance and diwqipeaf 
The lofty brow of ancient Kier i 
They bathe tl^eiir coursers' sweltering s|deif 
Dark Forth I aiqid thy sluggish ^es. 
And on the opposing shore take ground^ 
With plash, with scrainble, and vfitb bound- 
Right hand they leave thy diA, Cra^Fortfa ! 
And soon the bulwark pf the Norths 
Grey Stirling, wiUi her towers and town^ 

Upon their fleet career looked down. 

ft 

XIX. 
As up the flinty path ihej strainedi 
Sudden his steed the leader reined $ 
A signal to his squire he flung. 
Who instant to his stirriQ) sprung :-— 
<< Seest thou, De Vaux, yon woodsmiin greji 
Who town-ward holds the rocky way. 
Of stature tall and poor array ? 
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Mark'st thou the firm, yet active stride. 
With which he scfiles the mountain side ? 
Know'st thou from whence he comes, orwfaom?''— * 
" No, by my word ; — a burly groom 
He seems, who in the fidkl or chase 
A Baron's train would nobly grace."*-* 
** Out, out, De Vaux I can fear snpi^. 
And jealousy, no sharper eye ? 
Afiur, ere to the hill he dx«w. 
That stately form and step I knew ; 
Like form in Scotland k not seen. 
Treads not such step on Seottidi green* 
.'Tis James of Douglas, by Saint Serle ! 
vau The uncle of the banished EarL 
Away, away, to court, Ip show 
The near iqpproach of dreaded foe : 
The King must stand upon his guard; 
Douglas and he must meet prqpared/'-^ 
Then tight hand wheeled ikeir steeds, and straits 
They won the castle^s postern gate- 
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XX. 

The Douglasi who had bent his way 
From CambusoKeimeth's abbey grey» 
Now, as he climbed the rocky shelf^ 
Held sad commimion with himself:-^ 
<* Yes ! all is true my fears could frame ; 
A prisoner lies the noble Grseme, . 
And fiery Roderick soon will fed 
The vengeaace of the royal steel. 
I, only I, can ward their &te, — 
God grant the ransom come not late ! 
Tile Abbess hath ber promise giy^> 
My child shall be the bride of Heaven ;«-<- 
— Be pardoned onci running tear ! 
For He, who gave her, knows how dear, 
How excellent — bat that is by. 
And now my business is to die. 
!— Ye towers I within whose circuit dread 
A Douglas by his aoTereign bled» 
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And thou, O sad and fatal mound !* 
That oft hait heard the death-axe sound, 
As on the noblest of the land 
Fell the stem headsman's bloody hand, — 
The dungeon, blod^, and nameless tomb 
Prepare, — ^for Douglas seeks his doom ! 
—But hark ! what blithe and jolly peal 
Makes the Frandscan Steele reel ? 
And seq ! upon the crowded street. 
In motley groups what masqtters meet ! 
Banner and pageant^ pipe and 4rum, 
And merry morrioe^dancers con^e* 
I guess, by. aJl this quaint ariray. 
The burghers hold tb^ spprts to^ay. 
James will be there ;--^be loves such show, 
Where the good yeoihan bends his bow. 
And the tough testier foils his foe. 
As well as where, in proud career, 
The high-bom tilter shivers spear. 



/ . 




* An eminence on the north-east of the castle, where state 
eriminals were executed. See Nate, 
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FIl follow to the Ctttle-park, 

And play my prne ; — King James diall mark. 

If age has tamed these smewi stai^ 

Whose force so ofk, in happier dayi^ 

His boyish wonder lored to pndse.''«^ 

XXI. 

The Castle gates were open flange 

The quivering draw-fari^[e rocked and roB^ 

And echoed loud the flinty street 

Beneath the eoorsers' clattering feet^ 

As slowly down the steep descent 

Fair Scotland's King and nobles went^ 

While all along the crowded way 

Was jnbilee and loud huzza* 

And ever James was bending lowi 

To his white jennet's saddle boWy 

Doffing his cap to city dame. 

Who smiled and blushed for pride and shame* 

And well the simperer might be yain}— * 

He chose the fairest of the train. 
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Gravely he greets each city sire^ 

Commends each pageant's quaint attire, 

Oires to the dancers thanks aloud, 

And smJIfts and nods upon the crowd, 

Who rend the heavens with their acchnnito, 

<< Long live the Commonti' King, King James I" 

Behind d^ King thronged peer and knight, 

And noble dame and damsel bright, 

Whose fiery sbefds ill-b^ooked the stay 

Of the ste€|> street ahd crowded way. 

— But in the train you might discern 

Dark lowering brow and visage Btem ; 

There nobles mourned their pride restrained, 

And the mean burghei^s joys disdained ; 

And chiefs, who, hostage fo!r their clan. 

Were each from home a baniished man. 

There thought upon iheii* own grey towier. 

Their waving woods, their feudal power. 

And deemed themselres a sham^ul part 

Of pageant wlueh they cursed m heart* 
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XXII. 

Now, in the Casde-park, drew out , 
Their chequered bands the joyotts rcHite* 
There morricers, with bell at heel. 
And blade in hand, their mazes whed; 
But chief, beside the butts, there stand 
Bold Robin Hood and all his band, — 
Friar Tuck with quarter-staff and cowl, 
Old ScatheJocke with his surly scowl. 
Maid Marian, ikir as ivory bone. 
Scarlet, and .Mutch, and Little John ^ 
Their bugles challenge aH that will. 
In archery to prove their skill. 
The Douglas bent a bow of might, — 
His first shaft ceaieved in the white. 
And when in turn he shot again, 
His second spUt the first in twai/a. 
From the King's band must Doughs take 
A silver dsurt, the archeirs' stake; 
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FfHidly he watched, wHh watery eye. 
Some aaswerii^ glance of sjrtnpadty, — 
Nokmd emadaa nade t^ly^'' 
Indifferent asto ardier wi^t, 
The Monarch gave the tsrtaw teri^. 

XXIII. 
Now, dear the Ring ! fbi', hand to hand. 
The mim^ wresden take their stand.' 
Two o'er the rat superior Tot^ ' - 
And proud demanded wlghtier ioea. 
Nor called in rain i ioi Douglas eame. 
— For life n Hu^ ofLarbeftkibei 
Scarce better John of Afioa's fiire, 
Whom senseleas home his oomrades bear. 
Prize of the wrestling match, the King 
To Douglas gave a golden ring, 
While coldly glanced his ^e of blue. 
As frozen drop of wintry dew. 
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Douglas would qieak, but in his hrmat 

His struggling soul his words suppressed : 

Indignant then he turned him where 

Their arms the brawny yeomen bare». 

To hurl the massive bar in air. 

When each his utmost strength had shewn,. 

The Douglas rent an earth-fiist stone 

From its deep bed, then heayed it high. 

And sent the fragment through the sky, 

A rood beyond the farthest mark ; — 

And still in Stirling's royal park. 

The grey-haired sires, who know the past, 

To strangers point the Douglas-cast, 

And moralize on the decay 

Of Scottish str^igth in modem day. 

XXIV. 
The vale with loud applauses rang. 
The Ladies' Rock sent back the dang ^ 
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The King, with look unmoved, bestowed 
A purse well filled with pieces broad. 
Indignant smiled the Douglas proud, 
And threw the gold among the crowd, 
Who now, with anxious wonder scan. 
And sharper glance, the dark grey man ; 
Till whispers rose among the throng. 
That heart so free, and hand so strong. 
Must to the Douglas blood belong : 
The old men mark'd, and shook the head. 
To see his hair with silver spread. 
And winked aside, and told each son 
Of feats upon the English done. 
Ere Douglas of the stalwart hand 
Was exiled from his native land. 
The women praised his stately form. 
Though wreck'd by many a winter's, storm ; 
The youth with awe and wonder saw 
His strength, suipassing Nature's law. 
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Thus jttdged, as is their wcHitt the crowd, 
Till murmur rose to claknom^ loud. 
But not a glance from that proud ring • 
Of peers who circled round the King, 
With Douglas held communion kind. 
Or called the banished man to mind $ 
No, not from those who, at the chase. 
Once held his side the honoured place, 
B^irt his board, and, in the field. 
Found safe^ underneath his shield ; ^ 
For he, whom royal eyes disown. 
When was his form to courtiers known ? 



XXV. 

The Monarch saw the gambols flag, 

And bade let loose a gallant stag. 

Whose pride, the hdiday to crown. 

Two favourite grey-hounds should pull down, 

That venison free, and Bourdeaux wine, * 

Might serve the archery to dine. 



J 
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But Lu&a, — ^whom irom Doug]as* side 
Nor bribe nor threat could e'er divide. 
The fleetest hound in all the North,~- 
Brave Lufra saw, and darted forth. 
She left the royal boundB Mid-way, 
And, dashing on the aotler'd prey, 
Sunk her sharp muzzle in his flank, 
And deep the flowing life-blood drank. 
The King's stout huntsman saw the sport 
By stTange intruder brokeii short, 

md. 



^SO THE LADY OF THE LAKE. CANTO V. 

They were such play^mates, that with name 
Of Lufra, Ellen's image came. 
Hb stifled wrath is brimming high, 
In darkened brow and flashing eye ; — 
As waves before the bark divide. 
The crowd gave way before his stride ; 
Needs but a buffet and- no more, 
The groom lies senseless in his gore. 
Such blow no other hand could deal, 
Though gauntletted in glove of steel. 



XXVI. 

Then clamoured loud the royal train, 
And brandished swords and staves amain. 
But stem the Baron's warning — ** Back ! 
Back, on your lives, ye menial pack ! 
Beware the Douglas. — Yes ! behold, 
King James, the Douglas, doomed of old. 
And vainly sought for near and far, 
A victim to atone the war. 
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A willing victim, now attends, 
Nor craves thy grace bat for his friends."' — 
— << Thus is my demaicy repaid ? 
Presumptuous Lord !" the Monarch said ; 
'^ Of thy mis-proud ambitious clan, 
Thou, James of Bothwell, wert the man, 
, The only man, in whom a foe 
My woman-mercy would not know: 
But shall a Mcmarch's presence brook 
Injurious bk>w, and haughty look ? — 
What ho ! the Captain of our Guard ! 
Give the offender fitting ward. — 
Break off the ^)orts f"-^for tumult rose, 
And yeoman 'gan to bend their bows, — 
^* Break off the sports P' — ^he said, and frowned, 
** And bid our horsemen dear the ground.'' — 

XXVII. 

Then uproar wUd and misarray 
Marr'd the fair form of festal day. 
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The horsemen pncked among, tke crowd, 
Rq>elled by threats and <iii8iik. load f . . 
To earth are borne theold and weak^i . 
Tlie timoroiifl fly^. the women flfaxiek^ 
With flint, , witli ahaft,^. with isliafi; with bar. 
The hardier urge tomtdtaoiia war* /•• .(. 
At once round Douglas.daridy) sweep 
The royal spaara in cisdedeep, 
And slowly scale tibe p^tli-way cteep $ 
While on thejrear^ in .tlnimder poor 
The rabble with disardered roar* . 
With grief the noble Qouglas aaw i 
The commons.idse against the law,. 
And to tjie leading, soldier •said,-! — * ' i : * 
** Sir John pCHyndfoid 1 '4waa> my bkde, ^ 
That knighthood on thy shoulder laid ; 
For that good deed, permit me th^ 
A word with these misguided, men.— 
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<* Hear, gentle Mends ! ere yet, for me. 

Ye break the bands of Teahy. 

My life, my honour, and my cause, 

I tender free to Scotland's laws. 

Are these so weak as must require 

The aid of your misguided ire ? 

Or, if I sufiPer causeless wrong, 

Is then my selfish rage) so strong. 

My sense of public weal so low. 

That for mean vengeance on a foe. 

Those chords of love I should unbind. 

Which knit my country and my kind ? 

Oh no ! Believe, in yonder tower 

It will not sooth' ihy captive hout^ 

To know'thbse spears our foes should dread, 

For me in kindred gore ia^ f ed ; 

To know, in fruitless brawl b^un. 

For me, that mother wails her son ; 
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For me, that widow's mate e]q>ires, 
For me, that orphans weep their sires, 
That patriots mourn insulted laws. 
And curse the Douglas for the cause. 
O let your patience ward such ill. 
And keep your right to love me still !" — 



I 

The crowd's wild fury sunk again 
In tears, as tempests melt in rain. 
With lifted hands and eyes, they prayed 
For blessings on his generous head, 
Who for his country fdt alone. 
And prized her blood beyond his pwn. 
Old men, upon the verge of life. 
Blessed him who stayed the civil strife ; 
And mothers held their babes on high, 
The self-devoted Chief to spy, 
Triunlphant over wrong and ire. 
To whom the prattlers owed a sire : 
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Even the rough soldier's heart was moved ; 

As .if behind some bier beloved, 

With traiUng arms and drooping head. 

The Douglas up the hiU he led. 

And at the Castle's battled verge, 

With sighs, resigned his honoured charge. 



XXX. 

Tlie offended Monarch rode apart. 
With bitter thought and swelling heart, 
And would not now vouchsafe again 
Through Stirling streets to lead his train. 
<< O Lennox, who would wish to rule 
This changeling crowd, this common fool ? 
Hear'st thou," he said, ^* the loud acdaJm, 
With which they shout the Douglas name ? 
With like acclaim, the vulgar throat 
Strained for King James their morning note ; 
With like acclaim th^ hailed the day 
When first I broke the Douglas sway ; 
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And like acclaim would Douglas greet. 
If he could hurl me firom my.aeat • 
Who o*er the herd would wish to ceign. 
Fantastic, fickle, fierce, and vaiai 
Vain as the leaf upon the stream, 
And fickle as a changeful dream ; 
Fantastic as a woman's mood. 
And fierce as Frenzy's fevered, blood. 
Thou many-headed monster-thing, 
O who would wish to be.thy.kjng ! — 
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<< But sofi; ! what messenger of speed 
Spurs httherward his pa^ting.st^ed«^ / 
I guess his cognizance a&r--^ 
What from our cousin, John of Mfiit ?"— 
*< He prays, my liege, your, sports keqp bound 
Within the safe and guarded ground : 
For some foul purpose yet unknown^-^ 
Most sure for evil to the throne, — 
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The outlawed Chieftain, Roderidc Dhu, 
Has summoned his rebellious crew j 
'Tis said, in Jam'es of Bothwell's aid 
These^ loose banditti stand arrayed. 
The Earl of Mar; this morn, from Doune, 
To break thefl: inuster ihafched, and so<»i 
Your grace will hear of battle fought 'j 
But earnestly the Earl besought, 
Till for such dang^ he ptovid^', 
With s'c^ty trdin y6u will nc* ride." — 
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** Thou wam'st me I have done amiss,- 
I should have earliet looked to this : 
I lost it in this bustling day. 
—Retrace with speed thy former way j 
Spare not for spoiling of thy steed. 
The best of mine shallbe thy meed. 
Say to oui' fidthfiil Lord bf Mar, '■ 
We do forbid the inteiided watt"; 
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Roderick, this morn, in single fight, 
Was made our prisoner by a knight, 
And Douglas hath himself and cause 
Submitted to our kingdom's laws. 
The tidings of their leaders lost 
Will soon dissolve the mountain host. 
Nor would we that the vulgar feel. 
For their ChiePs crimes, avenging steel. 
Bear Mar our message, Braco, fly !" — 
He turned his steed, — ^' My liege, I hie. 
Yet, ere I cross this lily lawn, 
I fear the broad-swords will be drawn." — 
The turf the flying courser spumed. 
And to his towers the King returned. 

XXXIIL - 

111 with King James's mood that day, . 
Suited gay feast and minstrel lay ; 
Soon were dismissed the courtly throng. 
And soon cut short the fcfistal song. 
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Nor less upon the saddened town 

The evening sunk in sorrow down ; 

The burghers spoke of civil jar. 

Of rumoured feuds and mountain war. 

Of Moray, Mar, and Roderick Dhu, 

All up in arms : — ^the Douglas too, 

They mourned him pent within the hold, 

" Where stout Earl William was of old,*^* — 

And there his word the speaker staid, 

And finger on his lip he laid, 

Or pointed to his dagger blade. 

But jaded horsemen, from the west. 

At evening to the Castle pressed ; 

And busy talkers said they bore 

Tidings of fight on Katrine's shore; 

At noon the deadly fray begun. 

And lasted till the set of sun. 

Thus giddy rumour shook the town. 

Till closed the Night her pennons brown. 

* Stabbed by James H. in Stirling Castle. 

£nd of canto fifth. 
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I. 

Of the dark cky carts a suQen glance, 
Roufiixig each caitiff to his task of care. 

Of sinfiil man the sad inheritance $ 
Siimmonitig revellers firbm the lagging dance, 

Scaring the prowling robber to his den ; 
CHlding on battled tower the warder's lance, ' 

And warning student pale to ^leave his pen. 
And yield his drowsy qres to the kind nurse of men. 
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What various scenes, and, O ! what scenes of woe, 
Are witnessed by that red and struggling beam ! 

The fevered patient, from his pallet low, 

ThiDugh crowded hospital beholds it stream ; 

The ruined maiden trembles at its gleam. 

The debtor wakes to thought of gyve and jail, 

The love-lorn wretch starts from tormenting dream $ 
The wakeful motheri by Ae glimmering pale. 

Trims her sick infimt's couch, and sooths his feeble 
wail. 

11. 
At dawn the towers of Sthrling raag 
With soldier-step and wei^Km-dflng', 
While drums, with rolMng noley feretcH 
Relief to weary oevtineL 
Through narrow loop and csaemeot bflnr*^d> 
The sunbeoras sought the Court of Gu^nl, 
And, struggling wilh the swtcky ait^ 
DeadcB^'d die toiohes^ yellow glane. 
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In comfortless alUance shone 
The lights through arch of blackened stone, 
And showed wild shapes in garb of war. 
Faces deformed with beard and scar. 
All haggard from the midnight watch. 
And fevered with the stem debauch ; 
For the oak table's massive board. 
Flooded with wiitie, with fh^^ettto stored, . 
And beakers drained, and caps o'erihrown. 
Showed in what sport the ni^t had fibwn. 
Some, weary, snored on flocur and bench ; 
Some laboured still their thirst to qaendi ; 
Some, chilled with watching, spread th^ hands 
O'er the huge chimney's dying braads^ 
While round them, or beside them flung. 
At every st^ their harness rung. 

III. 

These drew not for then- fields the sword. 
Like tenants of a feudal lord. 
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Nor owned the patrianshal daim 

Of Chieftain in their leader's name ; 

Adventurers they» from £ir who ro?ed» 

To live by battle which they loved. 

There the Italian's clouded &ce» 

The swarthy Spaniard's there you trace ; 

The mountain-loving Switzer there 

More fredy breathed in mountaiA-air ; 

The Floning there despised the soil> 

That paid so ill the labourer's toil ; 

Their rolls shewed French. and German name ; 

A^d marry England's exiles came, 

To share, with ilI«concealed disdain^ 

Of Scotland's pay the scanty gain.. 

AU brave in arms, well trained to wield 

The heavy halbert, brand, and shield ; 

In camps licentious, wild, and bold ; 

In pillage, fierce and uncontrouled ; 

And now, by holytide and feast^ 

From rules of discipline released. 
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iV. 

They held debate of bloody fray, 
Fought *twTXt Loch- Katrine and AchraJ. 
Fierce was their speech, and, mid their words. 
Their bonds oft grappled to their swords ; 
Kor sunk their tone to spare the ear 
Of wounded comrades groaning near, 
Whose mangled limbs, and bodies gored. 
Bore token of the moontain sword, 
Though, neighbouring to the Court of Guard, 
ITieir prayers and feverish wails were heard ;— * 
Sad burden to the ruffian joke, 
And savage Oath by fury spoke ! — 
At length upstarted John of Brent, 
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He grieved, that day their games cut short. 

And marr'd the dicer's ][>raw]iiig sport. 

And shouted loud, ^^ i^^^^ tfap b^wl ! 

And, wbjle a m^rry ctftjch ItrpQ, 

Let eap^i th^ bn^om chorus hipajr. 

Like birethr^u qf th/e hreajii^ wji4 ^ear."-i-r 

V. 

Our vicar still preaches thai; Peter luiid PoUjle 
Laid a swinging long curse op. the bwny brown bpwl. 
That there's wrath and desp^ in the jolly black jack, 
And the seven deadly sins in a i^ifiggon of saxfk 5 

Yet whoop, Bamaby ! off with thy liquor, 
Drink upsees* out, f^id a fig fi>|: the vicar ! 



Our viqar he calls it damnation to sip 
The ripe raddy dew of a woman's dea^ lip, 
Says, that Belzebub lurks in he^ kerchief so sly, 
And Apollyon shoots darts firom her merry hlacj^e ^f ^ » 
* A Bacchanalian interjection> borrowed from the Dutdv 
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Yet whoop, Jack ! km GUliaa the quicker. 

Till she bloom lij^e a ro^e, and a fig for the Yifiar I 



Our vicar thus, prea^^bes — ^and why should he not i 
For the du^a of hk cure are the placket, aipd ppt ; 
And 'tis right of his office poor laymen to lurch, . 
Who infringe the domains of pur good mother 

Church. 
Yet whoop, bully-boys ! off with your liquor, • 
Sweet Marjorie's the word, and a fig fi)r the vicar i 



VL 
The warder's challenge, heard without. 
Staid in mid>roar the merry shout. 
A soldier to the portal w^t, — 
^^ Here is old Bertram, sirs, of Ghent ; 
And, beat for jubilee the drum ! 
A maid and minstrel with him come." — 
Bertram, a Fleming, grey and scarr'd. 
Was entering now the Court of Guard, 
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A kflrper with him» aiid, in plaid 

All muflied dose, a moantain maid. 

Who backward shrunk to 'scape the view 

Of the loose scene and boisterous crew. 

" What news ?" ishey roared : — ** I only know. 

From noon till eve we fought with foe, 

As wild and as untameable, 

As the rude mountains where they dwell. 

On both sides store of blood is lost, 

Nor much success can either boast.*' — 

*^ But whence thy captives, friend ? such spoil 

■I 

As theirs must needs reward thy toil. 
Old dost thou waK, and wars grow sharp ; 
Thou now hast glee-maiden and harp, 
Get thee an ape, and trudge the land. 
The leader of a juggler band.'' — 



VII. 
*^ No, comrade $ — no such fortune mine. 
After the fight, these sought our line. 
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That aged harper and the girl. 

And, having audience of the Earl, 

Mar bade 1 should purvey them steed. 

And bring th^ooi hithenvard with speed. 

Forbear your mirth and rude alarm. 

For none shall do them shame or harm.*' — 

" Hear ye his boast !" cried John of Brent, 

Ever to strife and jangling bent, — 

*' Shall he strike doe beside our lodge. 

And yet the jealous ni^ard grudge 

T* pay the forester his fee 1 

I'll have my share howe'er it be, 

Despite of M(»ray, Mar, or thee.** — 

Bertram his forward step withstood; 

And, burning in his vengeful mood, 

Old ABan, though unfit for strife. 

Laid hand upon his daggeivknife; 

But EUen boldly stepped between. 

And dropp'd at once the tartan screen | — 

So, from his morning doud, appears 

The sun of May, through ^summer tears. 
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The savage soldiery, amazed^ 
As on descended angel gased ; 
Even hardy Brcsat, abashed and tamed^ 
Stood half a&niring, half ashamed. 



vm. 

Boldly she spoke,-*-^^ Soldiers, attend ! 

My father was the soldi^a friend ; 

Cheered him in camps, in marches led. 

And with him in the battle bled. 

Not from the valiant, or the strong. 

Should exile's daughter sufier wrong.." — 

Answered De Brent, most forward stiB 

In every feat or good or iD,-*— 

<< I shame me of the part I played : 

And thou an outlaVs child, poor maid I 

An outlaw I by Forest laws. 

And merry Needwood knows the cause. 

Poor Rose, — ^if Rose be living now,**— 

He wiped his iron eye and brow, 

<^ Must bear such age, I think, as thon^-^ 



'i^it^t 
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Hear ye, my nmteB ;--^I go to call 
The Captain of our watdh to hall : 
There lies lay halbert on the floor ; 
And he that steps my halbert o'er, 
To do the Maid injurious part, 
My shaft shall quiver in his heart !-— 
Beware loose speech, or jesting rough : 
Ye all know John ^e Brent. Enough. 



5> 



IX. 
Their Captain came, a gallant young, — 
(Qf Tullibardine^s house he* sprung,) 
N«r wore he yet the spurs of knight; 
Gay was his mien, bk humdtb* %ht. 
And, though by courtesjr <iontrouled. 
Forward his speech, hisr bearing bold. 
The high-borft maiden ill could brook 
The scanning of his <*urf otis look 
And dauntless eye 5 — and, yet, in sooth, 
Young Lewis was a generous youth ; 
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But Ellen's loyely fiice and mien. 

Ill-suited to the garb and scene. 

Might lightly bear construc^^mstrange,.. . 

And giye loose fiuicy scope to range. 

— « Welcome to Stirling towers, &ijr maid ! 

Come ye to seek a champion's aid, 

On palfrey white, with harpar hoar. 

Like arrant damoselofyore i 

Does thy high quest a knight require. 

Or may the venture suit a squire ?" — 

Her dark eye flashed ; — she paused and sighed,- 

<< O what have I to do with pride ( — 

— Through scenes of sprrow, shame, and strife, 

A suppliant for a Other's life^ 

I crave an audience of the King* • 

Behold, to back my suit, a ring. 

The royal pledge of grateful claims, . » 

Given by the Monarch to Fita-Jaaies**'-^ 



i«Hrii 



CANTO VI, 



THE GVARP-ROOH. 



9S5 



The signet ring young Le#is took. 
With deep req)ect and altered look ; 
And said, — *^ This ring our duties own; 
And, pardon, if to worth unknown. 
In semblance mean obscurely veiled, 
Lady, in aught my folly fidled. 
Soon as the day flings wide his gates, 
The King dball know what suitor waits. 
Please you, meanwhile, in fitting bower ^ 
Repose you till his waking hour } 
Female attendance shall obqr 
Your hest, for service or array. 
Permit I marshal you the way.'*— 
But, ere she followed, with the grace 
And open bounty of her race. 
She bade her lender purse be shared 
Among the soldiers of the guard. 



■iMtfHMiiifltf 
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The rest with thanks their' guerdon took ; 

But Brent, with shy aini awkward look, 

dn the reluctall^t indM^'S hold 

Forced bluady bade tli^ pfbfifef ^ gbM ;^ 

" Forgive & hftt^y Ei^Ildh heart, 

And O forget iC» itlid^ |yait ! 

The vacant pm^- shrirB be riiy ihfti^ei 

Which in my barret-^ap Pi b\6tir. 

Perchance, Jftj^j[*4rdy of lilw. 

Where gayefr cre^ jttsty keep ^fer.*^— . 

With thankd,-^'t^aii all shfe cofnldj-*-<Be maM 

His rugged coiirtesy r'^paid. 



XI. 



When Ellen forth Urifh lJeTlrJ*.weAt, 
Allan made Mi to JoMit of Br6rit :— 



(( 



My lady safe, O let yoWr ^sjtd 
Give me to «efe hty riiatst^i^^s fte6 f 
His minstrel I,-^t6 Iftai'^ his dbbih 
Bound from the cradle to the tomb. 



■MiMBia 



■li^MifeHMiik 



\ 
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Tenth in desooit, since first my eires 
Waked for his noble house their lyres. 
Nor one of all the race was known 
But prized its weal above their, own. 
With the Chief's birth begins our .care ; 
Our harp must sooth the infant heir, 
Teach the youth tales of fight, and grace 
His earliest feat of field or chase ; 
In peace, in war, our rank we keq>. 
We cheer his board, we sooth his sle^p. 
Nor leave him till we pour our verse, 
A dolefiil tribute ! o'er his, hearse. 
Then let me share his captive lot i 
It is my right— deny it not !"— 
<< Little we reck," said John of Brent, 
^* We Southern men, of long descent ; 
Nor wot we how a name-^a word— - 
Makes daasmen vassals to a lord : 
Yet kind my noble landlord's part,— 
God bleas the house of Beaudesert ! 



Tirf. 
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And, but I hre^io diiipe the deer. 
More ih&a tb goide tbe kboiuriiig stecr^ 
I had not dwelt in Mitcast li«reb 
Come, good! eld Mkstrd, foOow me ; 
Thy Lcml uttd diMftaiB! dhilt tiioa Bee«*-r^ 



XIL 
Then, from a rusted h6n hookf 
A bunch of ponderotts kejrft he to6k^ 
Lighted a torch, and AQaii led 
Through gfBtdd arch tmA {iiissege dread* 
Portals they pftMoed, tuiiere de£f> witli^. 
Spoke prisoner's moan, and fetters^ im ; 
Through rugged yanks, wtwre, loos^ljr stored^ 
Lay whed, and axe, and headsisian^r siroi^ , 
And many an hideous engine giim. 
For wrenching joint, and driishiiig 1x6^, 
By artists formed, who deemed it sh&iAe 
And sin to give theii^ nforit a n^^ 
They halted at a h>w4)rowed porch, 
And Brent to Allan gave the torch, 

13 
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Wfaife bolt and thsiti he backward rpUed, 

And ittftde the bar unib^p its bold. 

They entered : — 'twas a prison-room' 

Of stern security and gloom, 

Yet not a dimgeosi } for the day 

Through lofiy gratings found its way^ • 

And rude and antique garniture 

Decked the sad waSs and oaken fioer $ 

Such as the tn^jod dayfi of old, 

Deem'd fit for citptiVe noble's hold. 

** Here,*' said De Brent, " thou may'st remain 

Till the Leath visit ham again*^ 

Strict is his charge, the waf d^rs tell, 

To tend th^ tiobfe prisoner weU.*'*^ 

Retiring then the bok fae drew. 

And the lock's m'iRrmifrs growi'd aaiew* 

Boused at the sotHid, from lowly bed 

A Captive fisebly rudsed his head 9 

The wondering Minstrel looked, and knew 

Not his dear lord, but Xtod^erick Dhu ! 



1 1' '- ^ 
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For, come from where Clan-A^ine fi^ughty 
They, erring, deemed the Chief he aou^t. 

XIII. 
As the tall ship, whose lofty prore 
Shall never stem the biUowis rnore^ 
Deserted by her gallant band. 
Amid the breakers lies astrand, — . 
So, on his couch, lay Roderick Dhu ! 
And oft his fevered limbs he threw 
In toss abrupt, as when her sides 
Lie rocking in the advancing tides. 
That shake her frame with ceaseless beat. 
Yet cannot heave her from her seat; — 
O ! how unlike her course on sea ! 
Or his free step on hill and lea !— *, 

Soon as the Minstrel he could scan, 
— " What of thy lady ? — of my dan ?-^ 
My mother? — Douglas ? — tell me all ! 
Have they been ruined in my fall ? 
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Ah, yes ! or wherefore art thou here ! 

Yet speakj — speak boldly,— do not fear.'*^— 

(For AUan, who his mood well knew. 

Was choked viAk grief and terror too.) — 

« Who fought— who fled !— Old man, be brief-,— 

Some might— for they had lost their Chief. 

Who basely live ?— who bravely died ?"— 

<* O, calm thee. Chief!" the Minstrel cried, 

" Ellen is safe 5"—" Fot that, thank heaven !" 

^' And hopes are for the Douglas given ; — 

The Lady Margaret too is weU, 

And, for thy clan,— -on field or fell, 

Has never harp of minstrel told. 

Of combat fought so true and bold. 

Thy stately pine is yet unbent. 

Though many a* goodly bough is rent.^ 



}f 



XIV. 
The Chieftain reared his form on hjgb. 
And fever's fire was m his eye ; 
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But ghastly, pale, and livid streaks 

Chequered his swarthy brow jind cheeks* 

— ** Hark, Minstrel ! I lis¥e heasd theo pl^r^ 

With measure bold cm fesbd d^, 

In yon lope isle, • . . again whei^ ne^<ei^ . ' 

ShaJl haiper play, or wjarxior hiSiw i . » « 

That stirring air that peak on faigh^ /' 

0*er Dermid's race oiir Ticliory^'r-^ 

Strike it !-*««iid then, (for wdi thdu cansti) 

Free from thy minstrelr^pirit ghmcedt 

Fling me the picture of die fig^. 

When met my clan the Saxon mi^t. 

PU listen, till «iy fancy hear» 

The clang of swords, the cradli of ^ears ! 

These grates, thaie walla, shall vanish tben^ 

For the £ur field of fighting men. 

And my free spirit burst away. 

As if it soared from batde-fray.*' — 

The trembling bard with aw« obeyed,^-^ 

Slow on the harp his hand he laid ; 



^k^Au^^Lv^MXdd 



But soon reineiabi»iic0 of die iig^t 
He witnesaed Aafta, Iflie mouBtaiil't ibfiigbt» 
Widi what oM. Berli»Bi tc3d at njjgbt^ 
Awakened the loll powtr of «aqg^ 
And bore him in cai^r elong^^trh 
Ais shallop laime^Md on river^a tide^. 
That alow and fearful leHTBa thd aide^ 
But, when it fiteb the nuddle fltarsaifty > 
Drives downwalrcl swift a|i lightaibg^B iMftm^ 



«63 
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XV. 

*< The Minstrel cwme dHaeaica» to vkwr 

The eastern rid^ of Bienhwnae^ 

t'or, ere he pajrted^ lie\|S(ittUt Mkf 

Farewell to Io¥e]gr TjoeluAohm^^ ■> 

Wh^e shall he Gud^ in fiMMigi^ laiiA) 

So lone a lake^ so sweet a. attwid t"*- 

I 

There is no tiMeeei^Mtt ^ie iSnrBi 
No ripple on the lake. 
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Upon hex eyrie mds the eme, 

The deer has sofi^ht die brake ; 
The small bards Wifl not sing alond. 

The springing trout Ik^stai,: 
So darkly glooms yon thunder dood, 
.That swathes, ais widi &puijde shroud, 

Benkdi's distant hill* 
Is it the tinuider^s sdlenih 'sound 
That mutters deiqp and iAread, 
Or echoes from the groaning ground 

The warriors' measured tread ? 
Is it the lightniiig's quiyering glance 

That on the thicket streams. 
Or do they flash on i^ar and lance 
The sun's retiring beams ? 
— I see the dagger^crest of Mar,. 
I see the Moray's 'sihrer star, ! 
Wave o'er the cloud of Stton war. 
That up the; lake owies winding, far i 



• -* *-' 
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To hero 1x>u]ie for batde-strife, 

Or bard of martial lay, 
'Twere worth ten years of peaceial fife. 

One glance at liieir array ! • ' 

XVL 
** Their light-anned ardiers fiir and near 

Surveyed the tangled ground, • 
Their centre ranks, with pike and ^ear, ' 

A twilight forest frowned, 
Their barded horsemen, in the rear. 

The st^m battalia crowned. 
No qrmbal dashed, no clarion rang. 

Still were the pipe and drum ; 
Save heavy tread, and armour's clang. 

The sullen march was dumb. 
There breathed no wind their crests to shake. 

Or wave their flags abroad ; 
' Scarce the frail aspen seemed to quake. 

That shadowed o'er their road. 



^■Vi. 
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Their TBwanl teonts no tidiaga brings 

Can rouse no Imidng ftc^ 
Nor qay» trace of ImDgthiiigt 

Save when th^ sdrtal the toe$ 
The host movea, like a deep-sea wave^ 
Where rise no rocks its pride to bnnrey 

HighHiwreDifl^^ dark^ and slow* 
The lake is passed^ and noir Aey gain 
A narvow and a broken pilain. 
Before the Trqsadi's nigged jaw^ ; 
And hfne the hearse and ^peuMoem pause^ 
While, to es|ilore the dangwoos ^en, 
Dive thiaagh the pass the anAer-meo* 

XVIL 
'^ At once there roae so «rild a y^ 
Within diat dark and nairow dd}^ 
As all the fiends, from heaven thai fel. 
Had penfed the bmnev-fay of hdB I 
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Forth from tkut fern in taomlt dmrm$ 
Like chaff befcm tho vyind of kcavn^ 

The arcbsrjr fippwr : 
ForUfel fiurUfei th^ir flight A^ pltfT^ 
And shriejc, and shout, and battle^ciy^ 
And plaids, and bQOQel? waving high. 
And brfmdrsvoTds fl^^hiog tQ Um s]^, 
Are maddening in ih&x rear* 
Onward they drive, in dreadfid raise. 

Pursuers and pursuad i 
Before ihat tide of 6ight and oha$ct» 
How shall it keep its rooted place. 
The spearmei^^s tvifig^ wood i 
— < Down, down,' cried Mar, ^ your laneas down I 

Bear back bodi fijend oAd fi>e P 
Like reeds befime th^ tempest? f fieoim. 
That serried grove of lances brown 

At once lay levelled low ; 
And closely shoulderng ^ide to side. 
The bristling ranks the onset bide. — 



m^asssx^mttiasmAiiis::;^ 
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— < We'Q quell the saviige mountaineer^ 
As their Unchd * cows the game ! 

They come as fleet as forest deer. 
We'll drire them back as tame.' — 



XVIII. 
<( Bearing befinre them, in their coarse^ 
The relics of the archer force. 
Like wave with crest of sparkling foam. 
Right onward did Clan- Alpine come. 
Above the tide, each broad-sword bright 
Was brandishing like beam of light, 

Each targe was dark below $ 
And with the ocean's mighty swing, 
When heaving to the tempest's wing, 
Thgr hurled them on the foe. 



* A circle of sportsmen, who, by surrounding a great space, 
anid gradually narrowing, brought immense quantities of deer to- 
gether, whidi usually made desperate eflbrts to break through 
the TincheL 
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I heaid the lance's shivering craih* 
As what the whirl-mnd rends the ash ; 
I beard the broad-swords deadly dang. 
As if an hundred anvils rang I 
Bat Moray wheeled his rear-ward rank 
Of horsemen on Clan- Alpine's flank, — 

— ' My baonei^iDan, advance I 
I see,' he cried, ' their cohunn shake- 
Now, gallants ! for your ladies' saket 
Upon them with the lance !* — 
The horsemen dashed among the route, 

As deer break through the broom } 
Their steeds are stout, their swords are <tut, 

Hie^ soon make lightsome room. 
Clan-A^LDe's best are backward borne — 

AVhere, where, was Roderick then ! 
One blast upon his bugle-horn 

Were worth a thousand men. 
And refluent through the pass of fear 

The battle's tide was pour'd j 
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Vsmshed the Shxod's stn^ling ipear. 

Vanished the mooatain nford. 
As Bracldiu>*B c^«Mm, w bkcdc umd ateap, 

Receives her ro&ritig linnt 
As the dark caverns of the deep 

Suck the wild whiripool in. 
So did the deep and darkscntw pan 
Devour ^c battle's mingled mast; 
None linger now upon the plabt, 
Save those who ne'er shall fight again. 

XIX. 
« Now»weatward rolls the battle'* diflf 
That deep and douUing pass withiil. 
— Minetrel, awa; ! the work of &te 
Is bearing on : its issue wait, 
Where the rude Trosach*^ dread defile 
Opens on Katrine's lake and isle. — 
Grey Benvenue I soon repassed, 
Loch- Katrine lay beneath m^ cast. 



euHtovt. twB ouAHb-ROftM. an 

The son is act ;— ^e dduds are met, 
The lowcsiag scowl of heavM 

An iaky hne of fivid blue 
To the Aeep lake has j^en ; 
Strange gmca of wuid ftam mountidn gleA 
Swept o'er the kite, tfaeo mob agta. 
I heeded not the fldd}>ing surge, 
Mine eye bul saw the Threttcfa gorge. 
Mine ear but heard that sollen sound. 
Which like an earth-quake shook the ground^ 
And spoke the steTb sad desperate stl-ife 
That parts not but with partidg Hfe, 
Seeming, to minstrGl-ear, to toQ 
The dirge c^man^ a passilig soul. 

Nearw It tiomes — the dim'wood gleu 

The DtKitial 3ood disgorged agen, 
But not in mingled tide ; 
The plaided warriors of the North 
High on the ttioairtain "thunder fcrth, 

And oveihaiig its side ; 
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While by the lake belo^'appean 
The dark'ning ckud of Saxon speais. 
At weary bay each shattered band. 
Eyeing their foemen, sternly stand ; 
Their banners stream like tatter'd ml, 
That flings, its fri^^ments to the gale. 
And broken arms and disarray 
Marked the fell havock of the day* 



(( 
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Viewing the mountain's ridge askance. 
The Saxons stood in sullen trance. 
Till Moray pointed with his lance, 

And cried—* Behold yon isle !— 
See ! none are left to guard its strand. 
But women weak, that wring the hand : 
'Tis there of yore the robber band 

Their booty wont to pile ; — [ 
My purse, with bonnet-pieces store, 
To him will swim a bow-shot o'er. 
And loose a shallop from the shore. 
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Ughtly ire*ll tame the waivwolf theo, 
Lords ^his mate, and lirood, and d«i.* — 
Forth irtxQ the ranks a spearman sprung. 
On earth hie casque and corslet nmgj 

He phinged him in the wave i— 
All saw the deed — the purpose knew. 
And to their clamours B«Qveiiue 

A mmgled echo gave ; 
The Saxons shout, their mate to cheer. 
The helpless females scream for fear, 
And yells for rage the mountaine^. 
'Twas then, as by the outcry riven, 
Ponred down at once die lowraing heaveai | 
A iriiirlwind swept Loch-Katrine's breast. 
Her biUows reared thm snowy crest. 
Well for the swimmer swelled they high, 
To mar the Highland marksman's eye ; 
For Tound'him showered, 'mid rain and hail, 
The vengeftd -arrows of the Gael — 
In vain. — He news' the isle— and lo I 
His hjuad is on a shallop's bow. 



^74 THE LADY OF TH£ LAKE. OAIOO tl. 

— Just then a fldsh nf lightiMiig cmfle^ 
It tinged the Wavei and dbnmd iwilih flMie 
I marked Duncn^ggsa's widowed dano^ 
Behind an oak I tew fate atandf 
A naked dirk gleamed in her hand ;««-* 
It darkened»-*but amid the nutai 
Of waves I heavd a dying groan ;<-» 
Another flash ! — the npetarmm floats 
A weltering oorse betide the boala^ 
And the atam 'Matron o'er hjm lAood) 
Her himd and dagger BtreatBi^ Mood. 



XXL 
<< Rerei^ ! revenge !" the Saasona cried^ 
The Gaels' ^Lulting ahbut r^fdied. 
Despite the eletoentel va^e. 
Again they hurried to . en^gage $ 
Buty eve they doded in desperate fight^ 
Bloody with spurring came a knigbtf 
Sprung from his horse, and, from a crag^ 
Waved 'twixt the hosts a milk-whitc flag* 



i—i ■ I 
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Clarion aod trumpet by his aide 
Rang fi>f!^ a t|iice-note l^h mid wide^ 
'While, in the tnonarch's luinie, efyr 
An herald's vuoe fefdiade ittw wv, 
For BotbweQ^e bed, atld Bqderiick bold, 
Were both, he said, in captive hpld>" 
— But here the lay made sudden stand. 
The harp eec^)ed the Minstrel's hand ! — 
Oft had he stolen a |^Raee,.to spy 
How Roderick Im>oked his minUrfilsy ; 
At first, the Chieftain, to the chijae* 
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Thus, motionleito, and moanlesa, drew 
His parting breath, stoat Roderick Dhu f-^ 
Old AUan-bane looked on aghast, 
While grim and still his spirit passed ; 
But when he saw that life was fled, 
He poured his wailing o'er the dead« 



XXII. 

iL^ttmttf 

** And art thou cold, and lowly laid. 
Thy foeman's dread, thy people's aid, 
Breadalbane's boast, Clan Alpine's shade f 
For thee shaU none a requiem say ? 
— For thee, who loved the minstrel's lay. 
For thee, of Bothwell's house the stay, 
The shelter of her exiled line. 
E'en in this prison-house of thine, 
IfU wail for Alpine's honoured pine ! 



'^ What groans shaD yonder vallies fill 1 
What shrieks of grief shall rend yon hiU ! 
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Wliat tears of bimung r«ge shall thrill^ 
Whrai nunima thy tribe thy battles done* 
Thy foil before the race was won. 
Thy sword imgirt ere set of sua ! 
Ilere breathes not clansman of thy line, 
But would have given his life for thine. — 
O woe for Alpine's honoured pine I 

" Sad was thy lot on mortal stage !— >- 
The captive thrush may brook the cage. 
The prisoned eagle dies for rage. 
Brave spirit, do not scorn my strain 1 
And, when its notes awake again. 
Even she, so long beloved in vain. 
Shall with my haip her voice combine. 
And mix her woe and tears with mine. 
To waU Clan-Alpine's honoured pine." — 

XXIII. 

Ellen, the while, with bursting heart, 
Remained in lordly bower apart, 
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Where jiijied', wldi nuu^H^lMml g^eatd^ ' 
lliroiig^ storied pfine die rlsiog beun. 
In vain on gOrfed roof they faU, 
And lighten'd up a t^>estried wlall, 
And for her nse a ib^iid trahi 
A rich collation ^read itt vuq. 
Hie banquet proud, the chambn- gay. 
Scarce drew one curious glance astray j 
Or, if she looked, 'twas but to say. 
With be^r omen dawned the dsy 
In that lone isl6, where waVed cm high 
The dun deer's hide Jbr esnecy } 
Where oft her noble &ther diared 
The simple meal her care prepared. 
While Lufra, crouchii^ by her side, 
Her station claimed with jealous pride. 
And Dou^as, bent on woodland game, 
^oke (tf the chase to Malcolm Grseme, 
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Those who such simple jey% have known 
Are taught to pri^e them when they're gpnrii 
Bot snddoi, ete, ibe hfti her head'l 
The window seeks with caatious tread. 
What diitaot miuic has the powvr 
To win her in this wo^jJ hoqr 1 
'Twas from a tunct that o'^^boog 
Her latticed bower, (he str^ was fiiiii|f. 

%ap of ^ tiiH»rig«fnr& !pnn«itii(iit 

** My hsvlc is tired of p^th and bood, 
My idle grey-hound loathes his find, 
My horse v weaiy of lus stall. 
And I am sick of oaptrre thrgJI. 
I wish I Were as I have been. 
Hunting the hart in ferests green, 
With bended bow and blood-hound free, 
For that's the life ia meet for m& 
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I hate to li^am the ebb of time) 
From yon dull steeple'sdrowsy chime. 
Or mark it as the sun-beams crawl, 
Inch after inch, along the walL 
The lark was wont my matins ring. 
The sable rook my veq>er8 sing s 
These towers, although a king's they be. 
Have not a hall of joy for me. 



** No more at dawning mom I rise. 
And sun myself in Ellen's eyes. 
Drive the fleet deer the forest through. 
And homeward wend with erening dew; 
A blithesome welcome blithely meet. 
And lay my trophies at her feet, 
While fled the eve on wing of glee, — 
That life is lost to love and me !" 



XXV. 

The heart-sick lay was hardly said. 
The list'ner had not turned her head, 
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It tiicUed ttUl, die startiiig tear, 

When light a SaatOt^ struck her ear, 

And Snowdoun's graceful Knight was near. 

She turned the hastier, lest again 

The prisoner should renew his strain. 

" O welcome, brave Ktz-Jamee !" she said ; 

<* How may an almost OTphan maid 

Pay the deep debt" " O say Sot so ! 

To me no gratitude you owe. 

Not mine, alas ! the boon to give, 

And bid thy noble &ther live ; 

I can but be thy guide, sweet mud, 

"With Scotland's King thy suit to aid. 

Ko tyrant he, though ire and pride 

May lead his better mood aside. 

~ e, EUen, come !~-*tis more thab time, 
lolds his court at morning pripfe." — 
li beating heart, and bosom wrung, 
a a brother's arm she clung, 
tly he dried the &lling tear, 
gently whispered hope and cheer ; 
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Her fismftering 0lepa halPled^ 
Through gallery fiur aond high arcade^ 
Till) at his touch> its wings of pride 
A portal arch uiifoldad wide« 



XXVI. 
Within 'twas brilliant aQ' and ligitty 
A thronging scene of figtwes bt%hl ; 
It glowed on Ellen's daaakd a%ht» 
As when the setting son has given 
Ten thousand hues to summer eren. 
And, from their tissw, fasKj frames 
Aerial knights and faixy dames. 
Still by Fitz-James her fiiodng st^; 
A few faint steps dhe forward made. 
Then slow her dvodpmg head die raised^ 
And fearful round the presence gased ^ 
For him she sought, wlio owned dus state^ 
The dreaded prince whose will was fiite t-<-» 
She gazed on many a princely port. 
Might well have ruled a royal court j^ 
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On manf a fipliesidkl garb she gazed^-— * 
T^en tamcA hef^nidered and amazed, 

/ 

For all'steod bare ; ajid, iii the room, 

Fitz-James* akoie yrore cap and plume. 

To hitti €B,di kdy^s l6ok was lent, 

On him each courtier^s eye was bent ; 

Midst furs and silks and jewels sheen. 

He stood, in simple Lincoln green. 

The centre of the gUttering ring, — 

Andi StMiwddmi's Knight is Scodand^s King] 

As wreath of snoW, on mountain breast. 

Slides frbm the rock that gare it rest. 

Poor ESen glided from her stay. 

And at the MondarcVs feet she lay ; 

No word her choaking voice commands, — 

She shcywed the ring, — tAne clasped her hands. 

O ! not a mc(ment could he brook. 

The generous prince, that suppliant look ! 
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Crendy he raised her, — and, the while. 

Checked with a glance the drde's smile ; 

Graceful, but graye, her brow he kiised, 

And bade her terrors be dismissed : — 

** Yes, Fair ; the wandering poor Fitz-James 

The fealty of Scotland clauna. 

To him thy woes, thy wishes, bring ; 

He wiU redeem his signet ring. 

Ask nought for Douglas ; — ^yester even, 

His prince and he have much forgiven : 

Wrong hath he had from slanderous tongue, 

I, from his rebel kinsmen, wrong. 

We would not to the vulgar crowd 

Yield what they craved with clamour loud ; 

Calmly we heard and judged his cause, 

Our council aided, and our laws. 

I stanched thy father's death-feud stesm. 

With stout De Vaux and grey Glencaim ; 

And Bothwell's Lord henceforth we own 

The friend and bulwark of our Throne.— 



iM 
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But, lovely infidel, how now ? 
What clouds thy inisbelieving brow ? 
Lord Janies ot Douglas, lend thine aid ; 
Thou must confirm t^is doubting maid'' — 

XXVIIL 
Then forth the noble Douglas sprung, 
And on his neck his daughter hung. 
The Monarch drank, that happy hour, 
Hie sweetest, hofieet draught of Power, — 
When it can say^ with godlike voice. 
Arise, sad Virtue, and rejoice ! 
Yet would not James the general eye 
On nature's raptures long should pry ; 
He stepp'd between— •< Nay, Douglas, nay. 
Steal not my proselyte away ! 
The riddle 'tis my right to read. 
That brought this happy diance to speed. — 
Yes, Ellen, when disguised I stray 
In lifis's more low but happier way. 
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'Tb under name whidli veils fiiy poww. 

Nor fidaely vdli— ^ StirHog's tower 

Of yore the name <rf Sbowdoun chimSf 

And Normaiw caU me James FitawJames. 

Thus watch I o'er insulted laws. 

Thus leam to right the figured cause." — 

Then, in a tone apart and low, 

— << Ah, little trait'ress ! none mosl ]qk>w 

"What idle dreams what lighter thought^ 

What vanity fiill defurly bpught. 

Joined to thine eye's (tjark witchwalif drew 

My speU-bound steps to Benvenue> 

In dangerous hour, and all but gave 

Thy Monarch's life to mountain gbive t^'-r^ 

Aloud he spoke— <^ Thou still dosthold 

That little talisman of gold, . 

Pledge of my faith, Fit^Amea's rii^— 

What seeks fidr JEUm of the King V 
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XXIX. 

Full w«D/lbe ooBdcioas maiden iguesdedy 

He probed the wedsUte of heat bmmt i 

Buty'ivkh Ikat cdDfldoumietoy theveeame 

A lightening of her fears ^r Crtsaiae^ 

And more 8he deemed the moaareh's ire 

Kindled 'gainst him^ who, fer her sire. 

Rebellious broad>«word boldly drew ; 

And, to her generous fedudg i^rue. 

She craved die graoe o£ Boderiek Dhu. — 

'< Forbear thy suit : — the Kisg of Kings 

Alone can stay life's partiilg wings* 

I know his heart, I know his hsoad, 

Hare shared his cheer, and proved his brand 

My fairest earldom woidd I give 

To bid Clan-^Alpine's Chi^ain live ! — 

Hast thou no other boon to crave ? 

No other captive friend to save ?" — 

Blushing, she turned her from the King, 

A^d to the Douglas gave the ring. 
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As if she wished her sire to speak 
The suit that stained her glowing cheek.— 
*^ Nayi then, my pledge has lost its Ibibce, 
And stubborn justice hol^s her course. 
Malcohn, come forth P'-^-And, at die word^ 
Down knedl'd the Graeme to Scotland's Lord. 
<< For thee, rash youth, no siqjpliaAt sues, 
From thee may Vengeance claim Her dues. 
Who, nurtured underneath our smtle, 
Hast paid our care by treacherous wile. 
And sought, amid thy faithful clan, 
A refuge for an outlawed man; 
Dishonouring thus thy loyal name. — 
Fetters and warder for the Graeme !"— . 
His chain of gold the King unstrung. 
The link^ o'er Malcolm's neck he flung. 
Then gently drew the glittering band. 
And laid the clasp on Ellen's hand. 
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Harp of the North, farewell ! The hills grow dark, 
On purple peaks a deeper shade descending 5 

In twilight copse the glow-worm lights her spark. 
The deer, halfrseen, are to the covert wending. 

Resume thy wizard elm ! the fountain lending, 
And the wild breeie, thy wilder minstrelsy ; 

r 

Thy numbers sweet with Nature'i^ vespers blending. 

With distant echo from the fold and lea. 
And herd-boy's evening pipe, and hum of housing 
bee. ' 



Yet, once again, &rewell, thou Minstrel Harp ! 

Yet, once again, forgive my feeble sway. 
And little reck I of the censure sharp 

May idly cavil at an idle lay. . 
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Much have I owed thy strains op Bfe's long way, 
Through secret woes the world has never known, 

When on the weary night dawned wearier day. 
And bitterer was the grief devoured alone. 

That I o'erlive such woes, Elnchantress ! is thine own. 



Hark ! as my lingering fooiMcp^ Am retire 

Some Sj^t of the Air has waked thy strii^ ! 
'Tis now a SerafA bold, with touch of fire, 

'Tis now the brush of Fairy's fi[tdio wing. 
Receding now, the dying numbers ring 

Fainter and fiiinter down the nigged dell, 
And now the mountain breeees scarody bring. 

A wandering witch^note of the distant speft-^ 
And now, 'tis silent all ! — Enchantress, £ut thee well ! 



END OF CANTO SIXTH. 
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NOTES TO CANTO FIRST. 



Note I. 
The heights of Uam-'Vary 



Ajid round that cavern where 'tis told 
A giant made his den of old. — St. I. p. 6. 
Ua-var, as the name is pronounced, or more properly Uaigh-^ 
mxyr^ is a mountain to the north-east of the village of Callender 
in Menteith, deriving its name, which signifies the great den, or 
cavern, from a sort of retreat among the rocks on the south 
side, said, by tradition, to have been the abode of a giant. la 
latter times, it was the refuge of robbers and banditti, who 
have been only extirpated within these forty or fifty years. 
Strictly speaking, this strong hold is not a cave, as the name 
would imply, but a sort of small indosure, or recess, surround- 
ed with large rocks, and open above head. It may have been ' 
originally designed as a toil for deer, who might get in from 
the outside, but would find it difficult to return. This opinion 
prevails among the old sportsmen and deer-stalkers in the 
neighbourhood. 
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Notell. 
1\do dogs of black St Hubert* $ breeds 
Vnmatchedfor courage^ strength^ and speed. — St. VII. p. 10. 

* The hounds which we call Saint Hubert's hounds, are 
commonly all blacke, ^et neuertheless, their race is bo mingled 
at these days, that we find them of all colours. These are 
the hounds which the abbots of St Hubert haue always kept 
some of their race or kind, in honour or remembrance of the 
saint, which was a hunter with S. Eustace. Whereupon we 
may conceaue that (by the grace of God) all good huntsmen 
shall follow them into paradise. To retume vnto my former 
purpose, this kind of dogges hath beene dispersed thorough 
tbe countries of Henault, Lorayne, Flaunders^ and Burgoyne. 
They are mighty of body, neuerthelesse their legges are low 
and short, likewise they are not swift, although they be veiy 
good of sent, hunting chaces which are farre straggled, fearing, 
neither water nor cold, and doe more couet the chaces that 
smeU, as foxes, bore, and such like, than other, because they 
find themselues neither of swiftnes nor courage to hunt and 
kill the chases that are lighter and swifter. The bloudhonnds 
of this colour prooue good, especially those that are col^ 
blacke, but I make no great account to breede on them, or 
to keq?e the kind, and yet I found a booke which a hunter did 
dedicate to a prince of Lorayne, which seemed to loue hunting 
much, wherein was a blason which the same hunter gaue to his 
bloodhound, called Souyilard, which was white ; 
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My name came first from holy Hubert*s race, 
Souyllard my sire, a bound of singular grace. 



/ 



Whereupon we may presume that some of the kind prooue 
white sometimes, but they are not of the kind of the Greffiers 
or Bouxes, which we haue at these dayes." — The noble Art of 
Venerie or Hunting, translated and collected for the use of 
all Noblemen and Gentlemen, Lond. 1611. 4. p. 15. 

Note III. 

For the death strokcf and death halloo. 

Mustered his breath, his whinyard drew, — St. VIII. p. 11. 
When the stag turned to bay, the ancient hunter had the 
perilous task of going in upon, and killing or disabling the des- 
perate animal. At certain times of the year this was held par- 
ticularly dangerous, a wound received from a stag's horns being 
then deemed poisonous, and more dangerous than one from 
the tusks of a boar, as the old rhyme testifies : 

If thou be faiirt with hart, it brings thee to thy bier, 
But barber^s hand will boar's hurt heal, therefore thou needst not 
fear* 



At all times, however, the task was dangerous, and to be ad- 
yentured upon wisely and warily, either by getting behind the 
stag while he was gazing on the hounds, or by watching an 
opportunity to gallop roundly in upon him, and kill him with 
the sword. See many directions to this purpose in the Booke 
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•f Hunting, chap. 41. Wilson the historian has recorded m 
providential escape which befel him in this hazardous sporty 
while a youth and follower of the Earl of Essex. 

** Sir Peter Lee, of Lime, in Cheshire, invited my lord one 
summer, to hunt the sti^. And having a great stagg in chace» 
and many gentlemen in the pursuit, the stagg took soyle. And 
.divers, whereof I was one, alighted, and stood with swords 
drawne, to have a cut at him, at his coming out of the water. 
The staggs there being wonderfully fierce and dangerous, made 
us youths more eager to be at him. But he escaped us all. 
And it was my misfortune to be hindered of my coming nere 
him^ the way being sliperie, by a fall ; which gave occasion to 
some, who did not know mee, to speak as if I had falne for 
feare. Which being told me, I left the stagg, and followed the 
gentleman who [first] spake it. But I found him of that cold 
temper, that it seems his words made an escape from him ; as 
by his denial and repentance it appeared. But this made mee 
more violent in pursuite of the stagg, to recover my reputation. 
And I happened to be the only horseman in, when the dogs 
sett him up at bay ; and approaching nere him on horsebaeke, 
hee broke through the dogs, and run at mee> and tore my 
horse's side with his homes, close by my thigh. Then I quit- 
ted my horse, and grew more cunning (for the dogs had sette 
him up againe),. stealing behind him with my sword, and cut 
his ham-«tnngs; and then got upon his back, and cut his 
throate ; which, as I was doing, the company came in, and blan 
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ned my rashness fi)r ruiumig ludi a hazard/'— Fsck's JD«(>- 
demta Curma, II. 464. 

Note ly. 
jfnd now to issue from the glen 
No pathway meets the wanderer^ s ken^ 
Unless he climbj with footing nice, 
Afar projecting precipice. — St. XIV. p. 17. 
Until the present road was made through the romantic pass 
which I have presumptuously attempted to describe in the pre- 
ceding stanzas, there was no mode of issuing out of the defile^ 
called the Trosachs, excepting by a sort of ladder, composed of 
the branches and roots of the trees* 

Note V. 

To meet with highland plunderers here^ 

Were worse than loss of steed or deer* — St. XVt; p. 81. 

The clans who inhabited the romantic regions in the neigh- 
bourhood of Loch Katrine, were, even until a late' period, much 
addicted to predatory excursions upon their lowland neigh<^ 
bours. 

^ In former times, those parts of this district, which are si- 
tuated beyond the Grampian range, were rendered afanost in- 
accessible, by strong barriers of rocks, and mountains, and 
lakes. It was a border country, and though on the very verge 
of the low country, it was almost totaUy sequestered from 
the world, and, as it were, insulate with respect to so^tiety. 
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^'Tis well known, that in the hjghfauidfl, it was, informar 
times, accounted not only lawful, but honourable, among hofr* 
tile tribes, to commit depredations on one another; and these 
habits of the age were perhaps strengthened in this district, bj 
the circumstances which have been mentioned. It bordered 
on a countiy, the inhabitants of which, while th^ were richer, 
were less warlike than they, and widely differenced by language 
and manners." — Graham's Sketchei of Scenery in Fertkihire. 
Edin. 1806, p. 97. 

The reader will therefore be pleased to remember, that the 
the scene of this poem is kiid in a time 

lYhen toomiog faulds, or sweeping of a glea. 
Had still been held the deed of gallant men. 



Note VI. 

A grey-'haired sire^ whote eye, inient, ^ 

Was on the visioned future bent^^Bt XXIII. P. 28. 
If force of evidence could authorise us to believe facts inco»- 
istent with the general laws of nature^ enough might be pro- 
duced in favour of the existence of the Second-Sight. It is call« 
ed in Gaelic Taishitaraugh^ from Taishy an unreal or shadowy 
appearance ; and those possessed of the faculty are called Tai- 
shatrinf which may be aptly translated visionaries. Martin, a 
steady believer in the second-sight, gives the following account 
of it: 
** The second-sight is a singular faculty of seeing an o therwise 
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mvisible 6bject, without any previous means used by the per« 
son that uses it for that end ; the vision makes such a lively 
impression upon the seers, that they neither see, nor think of 
any thing else, except the vision, as long as it continues ; and 
then they appear pensive or jovial, according to the object 
which was represented to them. 

" At the sight of a visicxi, the eye-lids of the person arc 
erected, and the eyes continue staring until the object vanish. 
This is obvious to others who are by, when the persons happen 
to see a vision, and occurred more than once to my own ob- 
servation, and to others that were with me. 

*^ There is one in Skie, of whom his acquaintance observed, 
that when he sees a vision, the inner part of his eye-lids turns 
so far upwards, that after the object disappears, he must draw 
them down with his fingers, and sometimes employs others to 
draw them down^ which he finds to be the much easier way. 

*^ This faculty of the second>sight does not lineally descend 
in a family, as some imagine, for I know several parents who 
are endowed with it, but their children not, and vice t?er- 
sa : neither is it acquired by any previous compact, ^nd, af- 
ter a strict enquiry, I could never learn tliat this faculty was 
communicable any way whatsoever. / 

** The seer knows neither the object, time, nor place of a 
vision, before it appears ; and the same object is often seen by 
different persons, living at a considerable distance from one tfno- 
then The true vray of judging as to the time and circum- 
f tance of an object, is by observation ; for several persons of 



800 NOTES TO CANTO FIRST. 

judgment, without this fiicultj, are more capable to judge of 
the design of a vision, than a novice that is a seer. If an ob- 
ject appear in the day or night, it will come to pass sooner or 
later accordingly. 

** If an object is seen early in the morning (which is not fre- 
quent,) it will be acoomi^ished in a few hours afterwards. If 
at noon, it will commonly be accomplished that very day. If 
in the evening, perhaps that night ; if after candles be lighted* 
it will be accomplished that night : the later always in accom- 
plishment, by weeks, months, and sometimes years^ according 
to the time of night the vision is seen. 

*^ When a shroud is perceived about one, it is a sure prqgnos- 
tick of death t the time is judged according to the height of it 
about the person ; for if it is seen above the middle, death is 
not to be expected for the space of a year, and perhaps soma 
months longer; and as it is frequently seen to ascend higher 
towards the head, death is concluded to be at hand within a 
few days, if not hours, as daily experience confirms. Examples 
of this kind were shewn me, when the persons of whom the 
abservations were then made, enjoyed perfect health. 

** One instance was lately foretold by a seer that was a no- 
vice, concerning the death of one .of my acquaintance ; this 
was communicated to a few only, and with great confidence: I 
being one of the number, did not in the least r^^ard it, until 
the death of the person, about the time foretold, did confirm 
me of the certainty of the prediction. The novice mentioned 
diiove, is now a skilfull seer, as appears from many late instan* 
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oes ; he lives in the parish of St Mary's, the most northern ih 
Skie. 

** If a woman is seen standing at a man's left hand, it is a 
presage that she will be his wife, whether they be married to 
others, or unmarried, at the time of the apparition. 

** If two or three women are seen at once near a man's left 
hand, she that is next him will' undoubtedly be his wife firsts 
and so on, whether all three, or the man, be single or married 
at the time of the vision or not ; of which there are several 
late instances among those of my acquaintance. It is an ordi- 
nary thing for them to see a man that is to come to the house 
shortly after; and if he is not of the seer's acquaintance, yet. 
he gives such a lively description of his stature, complexion, 
habit, &c. that upon his arrival he answers the character given 
him in all respects. 

'' If the person so appearing be one of the seer's acquaint- 
ance, he will tell his name, as well as other particulars; and 
he can tell by his countenance whether he comes in a good or 
bad humour. 

*' I have been seen thus myself by seers of both sexes, at 
some hundred miles distance ; some that saw me in this man- 
ner had never seen me personally, and it happened according 
to their visions, without any previous design of mine to go to 
those places, my coming there being purely accidental. 

*' It is ordinary with them to see houses, gardens, and trees 
in places void of all three ; and this in progress of time uses 
to be accomplished : as at Mogshot, in the Isle of Skie, where 
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tiiere were but a few sony cow-houses, thatched with straw, 
yet in a very few years after, the vision, which appeared often, 
was accomplished, by the building of several good houses on 
the very spot represented by the seers, and by the planting of 
orchards there. 

** To see a spark of fire fall upon one's arm or breast, is a 
forerunner of a dead child to be seen in the arms of those per- 
sons ; of which there are several fresh instances. 

^ To see a seat empty at the time of one's sitting in it, is a 
presage of that person's death soon after. 

** When a novice, or one that has lately obtained the second- 
sight, sees a vision in the night-time without doors, and comes 
near a fire^ he presently fells into a swoon. 

** Some find themselves as it were in a crowd of people, ha- 
ving a corpse which they cany along with them ; and after such 
visions the seers oome in sweating, and describe the people that 
iqppeared : if there be . any of their acquaintance among 'em, 
they give an account of their names, as also of the bearers, but 
they know nothing concerning the corpse. 

** All those who have the second-sight do not always see these 
visions at once, though they be together at the time. But if 
one who has this faculty, designedly touch his fellow-seer at the 
instant of a vision's appearing, then the second sees it as well 
as the first : and this is sometimes discerned by those that are 
near them on such occasions."— Martin's Description of the 
Western Islands, 1716, 8vo. p. SOO, et seq. 

To these particulars innumerable examples might be added. 
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«n attested by grave and credible authors. But in despite of 
evidence, which neither Bacon, Boyle, nor Johnson were able 
to resist, the Taisch^ with all its visionary properties, seems to 
be now universally abandoned to the use of poetiy. The ex- 
quisitely beautiful poem of Lochiel will at once occur to the 
recollection, of every reader. 

Note VII. 

There, for retreat in dangerous hour. 

Some chief had framed a rustic bower. — St. XXVI. p. 31. 

The Celtic chieftaihs, whose lives were continually exposed 
to peril, had usually, in the most retired spot of their domains, 
someplace of retreat for the hour of necessity, which, as cir- 
cumstances would admit, was a tower, a cavern, or a rustic hut 
in a strong and secluded situation. One of these last gave re- 
fuge to the unfortunate Charles Edward, ih his perilous wan- 
derings after the battle of CuUoden. 

*^ It was situated in the face of a very rough, high, and rocky 
mountain, called Lettemilichk, still a part of Benalder, full of 
great stones and crevices, and some scattered wood intersper- 
sed. The habitation called the Cage, in the face of that moun- 
' tain, was within' a small thick bush of wood. There were first 
some rows of trees laid down, in order to level a floor for a ha^ 
bitation ; and as the place was steep, this raised the lower side 
to an equal height with the other ; and these trees, in the way 
of joists or planks, were levelled with earth and gravel. There 
were betwixt the trees, growing naturally>n their own roots> 
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■ome stakes fixed in the earth, which, with the trees^'were iii» 
terwoven with ropes, made of heath and birch twigs, up to the 
top of the Cage, it being of a round or rather oval shape ; and 
the whole thatched and covered over with fog. The whole 
ftbric hung, as it were, by a large tree, which reclined from 
the one end, all along the roof, to the other, and which gave 
it the name of the Cage ; and by chance there happened to be 
two stones at a small distance from one another, in the 'side 
next the predpice, resembling the pillars of a chimney, where 
the fire was placed. The smoke had its vent out here, all along 
the fidl of the rock, which was so much of the same colour, 
that one could discover no difference in the clearest day."— 
Home's History of the Rebellton^ Lond. 1803. 4ta p. 381* 

NoteVni. 
My tire's tall form might grace the part 
OfFerragus or Ascabartj-~St XXVIII. p. 35. 
These two sons of Anak flourished in romantic fable. The 
first is well known to the admirers of Ariosto, by the namo^f 
Ferrau. He was an antagonist of Orlando, and was at length 
slain by him in single combat. There is a romance in the 
Aucfainleck MS., in which Ferragus is thus described: 

"On a day come tiding 
Unto Cbarls th6 King, 

Al of a dougliti Ic night 
"Was comen to N avers, 
Stout be was and fers, 

Yeniaga he higbt* 



J 



NOTES TO CANTO FIRS^. S9$ 

Of Babilonn the sondan 
Thider him seode gas, 

lYith Kiog Charls to fight 
So hard he was to-fond '. 
That DO diot of brond 

No greaed him, aplight. 

He hadde twenti men strength^ 
ADd fourti fet of lengthe, 

Thilke paiDim hede,^ 
And f opr fet in the face^ 
Y-meten^ in the place. 

And fiften in brede.^ 
His nose was a fot and morei 
His brow, as brestles wore; ' 

He that it seighe it sede. 
He loked lotheliche. 
And was swart ^ as any piche. 

Of him men might adrede." 
Mcmance of Charlemagne^ 1. 461-484. jiuehinUck MS* fol. 9(Uh 

Ascaparty or Ascabart, make^ a very material figure in the 
History of Bevis of Hampton, by wbom he was conquered* 
His j^gies may be seen guarding one side of a gate at South- 
ampton, while the other is occupi^ by Sir Bevis himself. The 
dimensions of Ascapart were little inferior to those of Ferraguf, 
if the following description he correct : 

'^ They mettf n with a geannt, 
With a lotheliche semblaant. 



? Found, provfid. * Had* ^ Measured, ♦ Breadth, ' Were, 

6 Black. 
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He was wonderlkhe stroq;, 
Rome ' thretti fote long. 
HU berd was bot gret and rowe ; * 
A space of a fot betweeoe is ' browei 
JHis clob was, to yeiie ^ a strok, 
A lite bodi of an oJc.' 

Benes hadde ttf him woDder gret, 
And aslcede him what a het,^ 
And yaf ^ men of his contr^ 
Were ase meche' ase was he. 
* Me name,' a sede,' * is Ascopard ; 
Garci me sent hiderward. 
For to bring this quene ayen. 
And thd Benes her of-slen.'^ 
Icham Garci is " champioun. 
And was i-driue out of me " toun^ 
A1 for that ich was so lite.*' 
Eoeri man me wolde smite, 
Ich was so lite and so merugh,'^ 
Eneri man me clepede dwerugh.'^ 
And now icham in this londe, 
I wax mor '^ ich understonde. 
And strengere than other tene ; *' 
And that schel on ns be sene. 
Sir BevU of Hampton^ I. 8518. AuchinJLeek MS, fol. 189. 

Note IX 
Though all unasked his birth or name.-rSt. XXIX. p. 35. 
The highlanders, who carried hospitality to a punctilious ex- 
cess, are said to have considered it as churlish, to ask a stran- 



■ FuUy. * Rough, ^ HU. « Give, ' The stem of a KHle oak 
free. ^ He hight, was calUdf 7 jf Z Great, ^ He said. *° Slay. 
" His. ** My. »3 j^ittU, «♦ Lean. »« Dwarf. »« GreaUr, 
iaUer. '7 Ton. 
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ger his- name or linieage> before he had taken refreshment 
Feuds were 80 frequent ambng them, thiat a contrary rule woul^ 
in inany cases, have produced the discovery of some circum- 
stance, which might have excluded the guest from the benefit 
of the assistance he s£ood in need of. 



^ 



NoteX. 
And stiH a harp unseen. 



Filled up the symphony between, — ^St XXX. p. 36. 
** They (meam'ng the highlanders) delight much in musicke, 
but chiefly in harps and clairschoes of their own fashion. The 
strings of the clairschoes are made of brasse*we, and the 
strings of the harps of sinews; which strings they strike either 
with their nayles, growing long, or dse with an instrument 
appointed for that use. They take great pleasure to decke 
their harps and clairschoes with silver and precious stones ; the 
poore ones, that cannot attayne hereunto, decke them with 
diristall. They sing verses prettily compound, contayning 
(for the most part) prayses of valiant men. There is not almost 
any other argument, whereof their rhymes intreat Th^ speak 
the ancient French language, altered a little." •>— *^ The harp 
and clairschoes are now only heard of in the highlands in an- 
cient song. At what period these instruments ceased to be 
used, is not on record ; and tradition is sflent on this head. 




• Vide '* Certeyne Matters concerning the Realoie of Scotland, 
&€• as they were Anno Domini 1M1. Lond. 160S." 4to. 
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Btf> a* Irub haipen occuioaallf imud dw h■^*lfl^H^ wj 
«esteni igle* till latd;, tbe hoip m^t have been extant m> iota 
wtbe middle of the present cenbuy. Thus far we know, that 
from lemote tiiiKa down to the prHoit, harpen were received 
■a weloome gums, paidcularl; in tbe higblonda of Scotland; 
and 80 late as tbe latter end of the RXteeuth century, a* i^fiean 
by tbe aborc quotation, tbe hatp was in comnMn use amcHig 
the natives of the western iiles. How it haf^ned that the 
noisy and inhannooioua begpqie banished the aoft and eiiH««- 
live harp, we cannot ny ; but certain it is, that the bagMpe b 
now tbe onlj instnnnent that obtains unirenBlly in the higb- 
UodiB^ikta."— CAUrtOLh'B Journey through North Brilaiti. 
Lond. 1808. 4ta. 1. 175. 

Mr Gunni of Edinbucgfa, has lately pobllshed a curious esBa; 
upon the harp and harp music of tbe Highlands of Scotland. 
That the instniment waa once in common use there, is most 
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Mom*s genial influence roused a minstrel greyw— St I. p* 47. 

That Highland chieftains, to a late period) retained in their 
service the bard, as a &inily ofiGlcer, admits of very easy proof. 
The author of the Letters from Scotland, an officer of engi- 
neers, quartered at Inverness about 1720, who certainly can- 
not be deemed a favourable witness, gives the following ac- 
count of the office, and of a bard, whom he heard exercise his 
talent of recitation. 

** The bard is skilled in the genealogy of all. the highland 
families, sometimes preceptor to the young laird, celebrates in 
Irish verse the original of the tribe, the famous warlike actions 
of the successive heads, and sings his own lyrics as an opiate 
to the chief, when indisposed for sloep; but poets. are not 
equally esteemed and honoured in all countries. I happened 
to be a witness of the dishonour done to the rouse, at the 
house of one of the chiefs, where two of these bards were set 
At a good diiStante, at the lower end of a long table, with a par- 
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cd of higfalanderg of no extraordinary appearance, over a cnp 
of ale. Poor inspiration ! 

** They were not asked to drink a glass of wine at our table, 
dKNigh the whole company consisted only of the great man, 
one of his near relations, and inyaelt 

** After some little time, the chief ordered one of them to 
sing me a highland song. The bard readily obeyed, and with 
a hoarse voice, and in a-tone of few various notes, began, as I 
was told, one of his own lyrics ; and when he had proceeded 
to the fourth or fifth stanza, I perceived, by the names of seve- 
ral persons, glens, and mountains, which I had ki^own or heard 
of before, that it was an account of some clan battle. But in 
his going on, the chief (who piques himself upon his school- 
learning) at some particular passage, bid him cease, and cryed 
Out, * There's nothing like that in Vii^ or Homer.' I bowed, 
and told him I believed so. This you may believe was veiy 
edifying and delightful." — Letters from Scat land, XL 167. 



Note II. 
The Grame.— St. VI. p. 58. 



The ancient and powerful family of Graham (which, for me- 
trical reasons, is here spelled after the Scottish pronunciation,) 
held extensive possessions in the counties of Dunbarton and 
Stirling. Few families can boast of more historical renown, 
having daim to three of the most remarkable characters in the 
Scottish annals. Sir John the Grseme, the faithful and un- 
daunted partaker of the labours and patriotic warfare of Wal« 
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iK^reUiotheunfiHtunUefieldofPalkiA, in 189B. Tbece- 
kbrated Marquis of Hoatrose, in wbom De Retz saw realized 
hisabMntct idea of tbe heroes of RDtiquitj, was the second i^ 
these voTtbies. Aikt nowiithatantling tbe severi^ of his tem> 
per, and the rigour with whidi he executed the oppressive mai^' 
datesof the prince whom he served, I do not hesitale U> name 
w tbe third, John Grahame, ofCUverfaouse, Viscowit of Dun. 
dee, wboee heroic death, in the arms of victory, may be aUowed 
to cancel the memory of his cnidty to the non-coDlbnnisle, 
diuiog tha rdgns of Charles II. atid James IL 

Notein. 

Thii harp ahUh trtt Saint Modan tm^ftd. — St Vi, p. Si. 

i am not [fqmred to shew that Saint Modau was a performer 
en the harp. It was, however, no uosaintly acconqdishment; 
lor Saint Dimstao certainly did play upcm that instrumeiit, 
which, retaining, as was DBtural, a portion of the sanctity Bt- 
tscbed to its master's character, announced future events by iU 
^QtanCoiu sound. " Sut labouring once in these mechanic 
arts for a devoute matrooe that bad sett him on worke, his vioU, 
that bung by bin on the wall, of its owne accord, without anie 
man's beipe, diltinctly. sounded this anthime : Gaudent in aelit 
animt tanctorum i^ui CArufi vatigia lunl lecuti : it quia pro 
«iui amore rniguinem MtmfuderwU,. idea cum Chritlo gau- 
deaC alemum. Whereat all the companie being much asto- 
nished, turned their eyea from behoulding him working, to 
looke on that strange accident" " Not long after, manie 
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of the court, that hitheranto bad born a kind <^ hyntd friend* 
flhtp towards him, began now greatly to envie at his p ro g r c a w ' 
and rising in goodness, using roanie crooked, bad^biting meanes 
to de&me his vertaes with die Uadc markes of hypoc ri pe. 
And the better to authorise their calumnie, they brought in tfaia 
tfiat happened in the vioU, affirming it to have been done by ait 
magick. What more? this widied rumour encreased dayly, 
till the king and others of the nobility taking hould tiiereof^ 
Dunstan grew odious in their sight Therefore he rescued to 
leaue the court, and go to Elphegus, sumamed the Bald, then 
bishop of Winchester, who was his cozen. Which his enemies 
understanding, they layd wayte for him in the way, and hauing 
throwne him off his horse, beate him, and draged him in the 
durt in the roost miserable manner, meaning to bane slaine hnn, 
had not a companie of mastiue dogges, that came unlookt u(^>oo: 
them, defended and redeemed him from their, cnieltie. When 
with sorrow he was ashamed to see dogges more humane than 
they. And giaicg thankes to Almightie Ood, he sensibly agabe 
perceaued that the tunes of his violl had giuen him a warning 
of future accidents."-*- JTtnver qfthe Lives of ih^ most renowned 
Saincts of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland, by fAeii* FATHER 
HiEROME Porter. Doway, 1^8. 4to. tome I. p. 4Sa 

The same supernatural drcumstanoe is alluded to by the 
anonymous author of** Grim, the Collier of Croydon." 

f * . lDunsUm*t harp toundt on the %odU,'J 

Forrest, Hark, hark, my lord, the holy abbot's harp 
Soonds by itself so haii|^hig on the wall 1 
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IHiiistaii. UataHowed man, that tcocnlrt the tacrcpl tead, 
Harky hoiy the testimony of my tru^h 
Souads heavenly mu^ic with ud angel's hand^ 
To testify DnostanV integrity, 
And prove thy active boast of no effect**' 



Note nr. 

Mrt Douglanes, to rtun driven^ ' 

Were exiled from their nmtvoe heafDen^~^St VHI. p. S5m 
The downftl of the Douglasses of the house of Angus, du- 
ring the reign of James V., is the event alluded to in the text 
The Earl of Angus, it will be remembered^ had married the 
queen-dowager, and availed himself of the right which he thus 
acquired, as well as of his extensive power, to retain the king 
in a sort of tutelage!, which approached very near to captivity. 
Several open attempts were made to rescue James from this 
- thraldom,' with which he was well known to be deeply disgust- 
ed ; but the valour of the Douglasses, and their allies, gave 
them the victory in eveiy conflict. At length, the king, while 
residiog at Falkland, contrived to escape by night avA of his 
qfrn court and pakce, and rpde full speed to Stirling Castle, 
where the governor, who was of the opposite faction, joyfully 
received him. Being thus at liberty, James speedily summoned 
around him such peers ashe knew to be most inimical to the 
domination of Angus, and laid his complaint before them, says 
Pitsoottie, " with great lamentations ; showing to them how 
he was holden in subjection, thir years bygone, by the Earl of 
AoguSi and his kin ^ friends, who oppress^ the wbole Goun* 
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tiy» and wpoSM it» under the pretence of justioeand his anthcv 
rity ; and had alain many of his lieges, kinsmen, and fKends, 
because they would have had it mended at their hands^'and.put 
him at liberty, as he ought to have been, at the council of his 
whole lords, and not have been subjected and corrected with 
no particular men, by the. rest of his nobles : Therefore, said 
he, I desire, my lords, that I may be satisfied of the said earl, 
his kin, and friends ; for I avow, that Scotland shall not hold 
us both, while (i. «. tiU) I be revenged on l^un and his. 

** The kwds hearing the king's complaint and lamoitatioo, 
and also the great rage^ fury, and malice, that be bure toward 
the Earl of Angus, his kin and friends, they concluded all, and 
thought it best, that he should be summoned to underly tl^ 
law ; if he fand not caution^ nor yet compear himselfy that he 
should be put to the horn, witn all hiskin and friends^ so many 
as were contained in the letters. And further,, the lords or- 
dainedy by advice of his majesty* that his brother and friends 
should be summoned to find caution to underly the law witldn 
a certain day, or else be put to the horn. But the earl appear^ 
ed not, nor none for him ; and so he was put to the hom, with 
all his kin and friends ; so many as were contained in the sum- 
nion8> that compeared not, were banished, and holden traitors 
to the king." — Lindsay of PUscottu^i History ^ Scotland^ 
Edinburgh, foL p. 14S. 
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NoteV. 

Jfi Scl^Mood a knight he tto^-^St. XII. p. 59. 

. . This iros \xf no means an nocpnunon occurrence in the coutt 

of Scotland ; nay, the presence of the sovereign himself scarceljr 

restrained the ferocious and inveterate feuds which were the 

perpetual source of blooddied among the Scottish notnlity. 

The following instance of the murder of Sir Geoi^ge Stuart <^ 

Ochiltree, called The Bloody^ by the celebrated Francis Earl 

of Bothwell, may be produced among many ; but, as the ofeice 

given in the royal court will hardly bear a vernacular transfai- 

tion^ I shall leave the stoiy in Johnstone's Latin, referring for 

further particulars to the naked simi^dty of Birrel's Diaiy, 

80th July, 1583. 

' ** Mors improbi hominis wm tarn ip$a immerita^quan^pessunQ 

exemph in pubUcumfedi perpetratcu Gulielmu$ Stuartus Air 

kUtriu$f Aramftiderf naturd ac moribui^ cujus sapius memim, 

vulgo propter $itim sanguinis sanguinarius dictus^ d Both-ceUo^ 

m Sanctis Crttcis Begji&t exardescente irdy mendadi probro la- 

u ssitus, obscisnum osculum iiberius retorquebat ; BothveHus 

hanc contumeUam tacitus tulitf sed ingentem irarum mokm 

ammo concepit. • Utrinque postridie Edinburgi conventumf to* 

tidem numero comitibus armatis, prasidii causa^ et acriter pug' 

natum est ; asteris amicis et cUentibus metu torpentibus^ av4 

«i absterritis^ ipse Stuartus fortissiml dimkaty tandem excusso 

gladio i BothoeUoy Scythicd feritate tran^foditury sine cujus* 

fuam nnserkordid ; htUmit itague quern debuit exitum* Dig* 

2 
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nuM erat Stuarttu gvi paterttur s BoikteUus quifaceret, FtiA* 
gui ianguinem ianguine pradUtAat^ et komrn crtgore innoctc- 
ortcm manibui egregU pareniatum." — ^R. JoHNSTOVl Higii>na 
Benm Britannteartm^ abanno IfTS, ad aontuii 1686. Am- 
•tdodamiy 1655, fd. p. 135, 

Note VI, 

The Douglas like a itrichen deer^ 
Disottned by every noble peer, — St. XII. p. 60. 
The exiled state of this powerful race is not exaggerated ra 
this and subsequent passages. The hatred of James agunat 
the race of Douglas was so inveterate, that Bomerotis as their 
allies were, and disregarded as the regal authority had usually 
been in similar cases, their nearest friends, even in the most 
remote parts of Scothind, durst not entertain them, unless un- 
der the strictest and closest disguise. James Douglas, son of 
the banished Earl of Angus, afterwards weU known by ^e title 
of Earl of Aforton, lurked, durmg the exile of his &mily,. in the 
north of Scotland, under the assumed name of James Innes^ 
otherwise James the Grievet (i. e. Reve or BailiiP.} ** And as 
he bore the name," says Godscroft, *< so did he also execute 
the office of a grieve or overseer of the lands and rents, the 
com and cattle of him, with whom he lived." From the habits 
of frugality and observation, which he acquired in this humble 
situation, the historian traces that intimate acquaintance with 
popular character, which enabled him to rise so high in the 
state, and that honouraUe economy by which he repaired and 
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established the shattered estates of Angas' and Morton.—- Hit* 
tory of the Hotae of Douglas, Edinbui^h, 1743, Vol II.' p. 
160. 

Note VII. 
Maronnan*8 ce//.— St. XIII. p. 61. 
T!ie parish of Kflmaronock, at the eastern extremity of Loch? 
Lomond, derives its name from a cell or chapel, dedicated to 
Saint Maronoch, or Mamoch, or Maronan, about whose sano« 
tity veiy little is now remembered. There is a fountain de- 
voted to him in the same parish, but its virtues, like the merits 
of its patron, have fallen into oUlvion. 

Note Vni. 
. Bracklinn^t thundering wave.~^SU XIV. p. 62. 
This is a beautiful cascade made at a place called the Bridge 
of Bracklinn, by a mountain Btream called the Keltic, about a 
mile from the village of Callander, in Menteith. Above a chasm 
where the brook precipitates itself from a height of at least fifty 
feet, there is thrown, for the convenience of the neighbourhood, 
a rustic foot-bridge, of about three feet in breadth, and without 
ledges, which is scarcely to be crossed by a stranger without awe 
and apprehension. 

Note IX. 
For Tine'tnan forged by fairy lore, -^St. XV. p. 64. 
Archibald, the third Earl of Douglas, was so unfortunate in 
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all his enterprises, that lie aoquired the efkket of Tikkbuv, 
because be tin^dt or ]o8t> his followers in every battle which he 
fought. He was vanquished, as eveiy reader must remember^ 
in the bloody battle of Homildon-hill, near Wooler^ where he 
himself lost an eye, and was made prisoner by Hotspur. He 
was no less unfortunate when allied with Percy* being wound- 
ed and taken at the battle of Shrewsbury. He was so unsoo- 
cessful in an attempt to besiege Roxbuj^h Castle, that it was 
called the Foul Raid^ or disgraceful expedition. His ill for- 
tune left him indeed at the battle of Beaug^, in Fnuice ; but it 
was only to retucn with double emphasis at the subsequent ac- 
tion of Vemoil, the last and most unludty of his encounters, in 
which he fell, with the flower of the Scottish chivalry, then 
serving as auxiliaries in Frano^ and about two thousand com- 
mon soldiers, A. D. 1434. 

NoteX. 
Didi self'untcabbardedffore'thow 
The footstep qfa Hcretfoe, — St. XV. p. 64. 
The, ancient warriors, whose hope and confidence rested 
chiefly m their blades, were accustomed to deduce omens from 
them, especially from such as were supposed to have been &• 
bricated by enchanted skill, of which we have various instan* 
oes in the romances and legends of the time. The wonderful 
sword Skoffnung, wielded by the celebrated Hrolf Kraka, 
was of this description. , It was deposited in the tomb of the 
monarch at liis death, and taken from thence by Skeggo, a ce- 



NOTES TO CANTO SECOND. 



819 



hbnted pirate, who bestowed it upon his 8oa*iii-law, Kor- 
mak, with the following curious directions: ** The manner of 
iiang it will appear strange to you. A small beg is attached to 
it, which take heed not to violate* Let not the rays of the 
sun touch the upper part of the handle, nor unsheath it, nnlest 
thou art ready for battle. But when thou comest to the plkce 
of fight, go aside from the rest,^ grasp and extend the sword, 
and breathe upon it Then a small worm ¥nll creep out of the 
handle : lower the handle, that he may more easily return in- 
to it' Kormak, after having received the sword, returned 
home to his mother. He shewed the sword, and attempted to 
draw it, as unnecessarily as ine£fectuafly, for he oould not 
pluck it out of the sheath. His mother, Delia, exclaimed, 
^Do not despise the counsel given to thee, my son.' Kon 
mak, however, repeating his efibrts, pressed down the handle 
with his feet, and tore off the bag, when Skoffnung emitted a 
hollow groan: but still he could not unsheathe the sword. 
Kormak then went out with Bessus, whom he had challenged 
to fight with him, and drew apart at the place of combat He 
sat down upon the ground^ and ungirding the sword, which he 
bore above his vestments, did not remember to shield the hilt 
from the rays of the sun. In vain he endeavoured to draw it, 
till he placed his foot ag^nst the hilt; then the worm issued 
from it But Kormak did not r^htly handle the weapon, in 
consequence whereof, good fortune deserted it As he un- 
sheathed Skofihungy it emitted a hollow mumnr/'^Bartho&ni 
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de Caum Cantempiit a Danis adkue QemtUibui Mortis IaM 
ZVet. Hi^Uf 1689. 4to4 p. 574. 

To tbe histocy of this sentieiit and prescieat weopon^ I beg 
leave to add, from meniMy, the fdlowiqg legend, for wfaich I 
cannot produce any better authority. A young noUeman, of 
high hopes and fortune, chanced to lose his way in the town 
which he inhabited, the capital, if I mistake not, of a German 
province. He had accidentally involved hinuwlf among the 
narrow and winding streets of a subuib, inhabited by the low 
ttt order of the people, and an approaching thunder>shower 
determined hhn to ask a short refuge in the most decent habn 
tation that was near hinu He knocked at the door, which was 
opened by a tall man, of a grisly and ferocious aspect, and sor- 
did dress. The stranger was readily ushered to a chamber, 
where swords, scouiges, and machines, which seemed to be im- 
plements of torture, were suspended on the wall. One of 
these swords dropped from its scabbard, as tbe nobleman, a& 
ler a moment's hesitation, crossed the threshold. His host 
immediately stared at him, with such a marked e]q>ression, 
that the young man could not help demanding his name and 
business^ and tbe meaning of his looking at him so fixedly. 
^ I am," answered the man, " the public executioner of this 
dty; and the incident you have observed is a sure augury, 
that I shall, in discharge of my duty, one day cut off your 
head with the weapon which has just ium spontaneously un- 
sheathed itselfl" The nobleman lost no time in leaving his 

place of refuge; but, engaging in some of the plots of tbe 
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period^ was shortly after decapitated by that very man and inr 
stniment. 

Lord Lovat is said, by the author of the Letters from Soofr* 
fan4i, to have affirmed^ that a number of swords that hung iqp 
in the hall of the mansion*house, leaped of themselves out of 
the ecMexd at the instant he was bom. This story passed 
current among his clan, but, like that of the story I have just 
quoted, proved an unfortunate om&Jhr^LetUrsfrom Scotland, 
VoLILp.2H. 

Note XI* 
T%e pibroch praud/SL XVII. p« 67. 
The connoisseurs in pipe-music afifect to discover, in a Well* 
conq^osed pibcocfa, the imitative sounds of march, onflict, 
flighty pursuit, and all the ** current of a heady fight." To this 
opinion, Dr Beattie has given^ his sufirage in the following ele« 
gant passi^:-^^* A pibroch is a speaies of tune peculiar, I 
think, to the Highlands and western isles of Scotland. It is 
performed on a bagpipe, and diflfers totally from all other mu- 
sie. . Its rythm is so irregular, and its notes, eq>ecia]ly in the 
quick movement, so mixed and huddled together, that a stran- 
ger finds it impossible to reooncfle his ear to it, so as to per- 
ceive its modulation. Some of these pibrochs, being intended 
to represent a battle, begin with a grave motion, resembling a 
march; then gradually quicken into the onset; run oiTwith 
noisy oonfuaioDy and turbulent rapidity, to imitate the conflict 
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and panoit; then twdl into a few Souriahes of triumpiiant 
joy; and perfaaps doee with the wild and slow waiKngs of a 
funeral' pioce88ion.''—Eff8y an Ztaughtet and Ludkroui Ccm- 
potitumf Chap. HI. Kate, 

NoteXn. 
Roderigk tick Alpint Dku, ha ! ierae /—St XIX. p. €9. 
Besides Us ordinary name and sumaoie, which were chiefly 
used in his intercourse with the Lowlands, every Highland 
chief had an epithet expressive of his patriarchal dignity as 
head of the dan, and which was oonunon to aU his predeoesson 
and successors, as Pharoah to the kings of Egypt, or Anaoes 
to those of Puihia. This name was usually a patronymic, ex- 
pressive of his descent ftom the founder of die family. Thus 
the Duke of Argyle is called MacCallanmore, or the Son of 
Coiin the Great. Sometimes, however, it is derived from ar- 
mortal distinctions, or the memory of some great feat : thus 
Lord Seafbrth, as chief of the Mackenzies, or Clan-Kennet, 
hears the epithet of Caber-fae, or BucVt Head^ as repres^ta- 
tive of Colin Fitzgerald, founder of the family, who saved die 
Scottish king, when endangered by a stag. But besides this 
tide, whidi belonged to his <^ce and dignity, the chieftain had 
usually another peculiar to himself, which distinguished him 
from the chieftains of the same race. This vras sometimes do* 
rived from complexion, as dhu or roy ; sometimes from size^ 
w begot more ; at other times, from some particular exj^oita 
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«r itom 9<mtft6iAiitky<i( habk or Ap{mam!Kce. The Ihie ttf 

iBlack Roderick, the descendant of Alpine. 

Th«*8(A)gTtsietf is intended as ftn imftlttion 6f the jorramSf 
or boot-songs of the Highlanders, ^hidh vvete usually compodeA 
in honour of a ikvmirite chief. They ure so adapted as to keep 
fime with the sweep of the oars, and it is easy to distinguish 
between those intended to be sung to the oars of a galley, where 
fhe stroke is lengthened and doubled as it were, and those 
whidi were timed to the rowers of an ordinary boat. 

Note XHL 
Whe best of Loch-Lomond lie dead on ker iide.-^St. XX. p. 70. 
The JjenobXj as the district h trailed which encircles the 
km^ extremity -of Loeh^Lomond, was pecuHaify exposed to. 
tite iftcurMMis of the nountaiKveers, who inhabited the itt^cc^- 
aible fksimesiics ftt the nj^er end of the lake, and the iteigh- 
bonrng ^strict of Loch ICatrine. These were often marked 
h^ circuaiBtMkces of great ferocity, of whicfh the noted conflict 
df Olen-^Snan is a celebrated instance. This was a dan-batde, 
in which die Max^Kgors, headed by Allaster ^fec§;Fegor, diief 
of the dan, encountered the sept of Colquhotms, commanded 
by Sir Humphry Cohndioun of Luss. It is on all hands allow* 
ed, that Ac action was desperately fought, and that the Col- 
quhomis were defeated with slaughter, leaving two hundred of 
tlieir name dead upon the iidld. But poptdar tradition has 
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added other honors to the tale. It is said, that Sir Hiuaphiy 
ColquhouDy who was on horsdiack, escaped to the castle of 
Benechniy or Banochar, and was next day dragged out and 
murdered by the victorious Macgrc^gors in cold blood. Buchi^ 
nan of Auchmar, however, speaks of his slaughter as a fiubse- 
quent event, and as perpetrated by the Mac&rlanes. Againit 
is rqx>rted, that the Mac^regors murdered a number of youths^ 
whom report of the intended battle had brought to be specta- 
tors, and whom the Colquhouns, anxious for their safety, had 
shut up in a bam to be out of danger. One account of the 
Macgregon denies this circumstance entirely : another ascribes 
it to the savage and blood-thirsty disposition of a single indi- 
vidual, the bastard brother of the laird of Macgregor, who 
amused himself with this second massacre ot the innocents, in 
express disobedience to the chief, by whom he was left their 
guardian during the pursuit of the Cdquhouns* It is added, 
that Macgregor bitterly lamented tliis atrocious action^ and pro- 
phesied the ruin which it must bring upon their ancient dan. 
The following account of the conflict, which is indeed flrawn 
up by a friend of the dan Gregor, is altogether silent on the 
murder of the youths. ** In the spring of the year ijSOd, (here 
happened great dissentions and troubles between the laird of 
Luss, chief of the Colquhouns, and Alexander, laird of MaO' 
gr^or. The origmal of tliese quarrels proceeded from injuries 
and provocations mutually ^ven and received, not long before. 
Macgregor^ however, wanting to have them ended in friendly 
conferences, marched at the head of two hundred of his c|an. 
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to Leven, ^K^iich borders on Luss, his couiitty, with a view ai 
settHng matters by the mediation of friends : but Luss had no 
such intentions, and projected his measures with a different 
view ; for he privately drew together a body of 300 horse and 
500 foot, composed partly of his own clan* and dieir fi^owers, 
and partly of the Buchanans, his neighbours, and resolved to 
cut off Macgregor and his party to a man, in case the issue of 
the conference did not answer his inclination. But matters fell 
otherways than he expected ; and though Macgregor had pre> 
vious information of his insidious design, yet, dissembling his 
resentment, he kept the appointment, and parted good friends 
in appearance. 

*^ No sooner was he gone, than Luss, thinking to surprise 
him and his party in full security, and without any dread or * 
apprehension of his treachery, followed with all speed, and 
came up with him at a place called Glenfroon. Macgregor, 
upon the alarm, divided his men into two parties^ the greatest 
part whereof he commanded himself, and the other he com^ 
mitted to the care of his brother John, who, by his orders, led 
them about another way, and attacked the Colquhouns in flank. 
Here, it was fought with great bravery on both sides for a caOf 
siderable time; and, notwithstanding the vast dispropordcm of 
numbers, Macgregor, in the end, obtained an absolute victory. 
So great was the rout, that 200 bf the Colquhouns were left 
dead upon the spot, most of the leading men were killed, and 
a multitude of prisoners taken. But wliat seemed most sur- 
prising and incredible in this defeat^ was, that none of tbQ 
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i fayry iii wew miMing, ejKcpt Job% tke UM's bfothory 
Bad one c unii on feH wi y tbouglk indeed tatmy ef them wew 
«miiided«"--ProfeMor Rom's Miat^ry qf the Famify of iSm- 
tktrkmd, ICSl. 

The conseqnenoes ef tbe battle of Olei^friim were veiy cal»> 
nitooB to the fasuS^ cfMecg^fegoF, viio bed alieady been oon* 
lideiied as an onnil j dan. The ividowa ef the skin CkdfHH 
beoBS, vxfyy k i&aaid, in namber, ap p ca w ri in doMd proGe»* 
akm beft>ie the king at Stniingy each nding npon a white pal* 
hey^ and bearing in her hand the bfeody shiit of her husband 
diiqdayed upon a pike. James VI. was so much moved by the 
comphunts of this '' choir of mourning dames," that he let 
hMee his vengeance against ihe Macgrcgocs, without either 
bounds or ■»deinlieo. The Tery name of the cbm was pio- 
•cribed, and theae bj whom it had been borne were given vp 
to flword and fire» and absobteljr hunted down by bkx)dhounds 
ISce wikl beasts. Arggrie and the CampbeDsy on the one hand, 
Montrase^ .with the Grahames and Bttdumans, on the other, 
are said to have been the chief instmments in sappressing this 
devoted dan* The faurd of MaGgregor-annrendcfed to the for* 
HKT, on conditioB^ that he wouhl take him out of Scottbh- 
geonnd. But, to use fiiirel's expression, he kept *^ a High* 
landman's promise ;" and, although be £ilfiHed his word to the 
Ittter, by eanying kta as far as Berwick, be afterwards brought 
him badi to Edtnbiirgh, whfire he was executed with eighteen 
of his d8B.---BiBBSL'8 IHiari/y 9d Oct 10OS. The dan Gte* 
gor bemg thus driTcn to utter de^Mur, seem to hare renounced 
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the him from the benefit of which Oiey w«« exdadedj attd 
tiieif depfedatidns produced new acts of council, coHfirming 
the severity of th«r proscr^ion, Mplwcfe hai4 only the eflfect of 
reiiderii^ them still more united md desperate. It is « most 
eactfaordinaiy proof of the ardent and itivkieible sphit of dan* 
ship, that, notwithstanding tf>e repeated proscriptions pfovi- 
dendy ordainidliy the legidatttre, «* fbr the tmeous-prt^ntvng 
the disorders and oppression that may fafl o«t by the said 
liatoe and dan of Macgreg;ors, and their li^towers,'' they were, 
1715 and ir45, in a potent ckn, and oontinue to $ttbsiit as a 
distiiict mid numerous t^itst* 



Note XIV. 
The kin^s vindictive pride 



Boasts to have tamed the Border side. — St. XXVIII. p. 81. 

In 1529, James V. madiea conventioft at Edinburgh, for the 
purpose of consideriiig the best node of ^litng the Border 
it)bbers, who, during the liee&se of hv miooriey^ and the trou- 
bles whidi followed, had comttitl«d many ^oiMtendes. Ae^ 
cordfugly he assembled ft flying army of ten thousand men^ 
consisting of his principal nobility and their foi^yi^efs, who 
were directed to bring their hawks atid dogs with them, that 
the mondrch might refresh himself with sport during the inter- 
val of military execntiom With this arwly he i^wept through 
Ettrick forest, where he hanged over the gate of his own castle. 
Piers Cockbufn of Hemteriand, wlio had prepaired, aocotxXn^ 
to tradition, a Btsast for lA reoi^tioir. He caused Adam :Seott 
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of Tuahidaw also to be executed, who was distioguished hj 
the title of King of the Border. But the most noted victim of 
justicei during that expedition, was John Armstrong of Gil* 
nockie^ famous in Scottish song, who, confiding in his own sup- 
posed innocence, met the king, with a retinue of thirty-six per- 
sons, all of whom were hanged at Carlenrig, near the source of 
the Teviot The eflect of this severity was such, that, as the 
vulgar expressed it, " the rush-bush kept the cow," and *' there- 
after was great peace and rest a long time, wherethrough tha 
king had great profit ; /or he had ten thousand sheq) going in 
the Ettricke forest in keeping by Andrew Bell, who made the 
king as good count of them as they had gone in the bounds of 
Fife/'— Pifico^ic'f Histoty, p. 153- 

Note XV. 

What grace for Highland chirft judge ye, 
B^ffate if Border chivalry^-St. XXVIII. p. 82. 
James was, in fact, equally attentive to restrain rapine and 
feudal oppression in every part of his dominions* " The king 
past to the isles, and there held justice courts, and punished 
both thief and traitor according to their demerit. And also he . 
caused great men to show their holdings, wherethrough he 
found many o£ the said lands in non-entry ; the which he con- 
fiscate and brought home to his own use, and aflerward annex- 
ed them to the crown, as ye shall hear. Syne brought many of 
the great men of the isles captive with him, such as Mudyar^ 
M^Connelf MXcyd of the Lewes, M'Neil, M'Lane, M'Intosh, 
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John Mpdyarty M*Kay, M'Keiizie, with many others that I 
cannot rehearse at this time. Some of them he put in ward 
and some in court, and some he took pledges for good rule in 
time oomiBg. So he brought the isles, both north and south, 
in. good rule and peace; wherefore he had great profit, service, 
tad obedience of peof^e a long time hereafter ; and as loi^ as 
he bad the heads of the country in subjectiwi, they lived in 
graat.peace and rest, and there was great richM and policy by 
the king's juttice."-—PttKO^<ie, p. 152. 

Note XVI. 

Re^ trfe tiU morningr^pity^tmere 

Suck cheek should feel the midnight air, — St. XXXV. p. 91. 

Haidtbood was in every respect so essential to the character 
of a Highlands, that the reproach of effeminacy was the most 
bitter which could be thrown upon him. Yet it was sometimes 
hazarded on what we might presume to thmk slight grounds. 
It is reported of old Sir £wen Cameron of Lochiel, when up- 
wards of seventy, that he was surprised by night on a hunting 
or militaiy expedition. He wrapped him in his plaid, and lay 
contentedly down upon the snow, with wluch the ground hap» 
pened to be covered. Among his attendants, who were pre- 
paring to take their rest in the same manner, he observed that 
one of his grandsons, for his better accommodation, had rolled 
a large snow-ball, and placed it below his head. The wrath of 
the ancient chief was awakened by a symptom of what hecon- 
oeived to be degenerate luxuiy. ^* Out upon thee," said he. 
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Udui^ the &oiea bolMar fmra ik9 hetd wUch k 8up|K)rt6dt 
'<«rttliou8oeieouBat»asteBee4-apfliow.^' ThsefficsottS 
miginw.i% wboae caruNu letters fnmt the Hjgfabodft hKvebccDi 
more than ooee qp/oM^ teB» asMubr stoiy of MudonelAdr 
Kfippochyend 9ulyii» tti»folk>wtog reaaihec 

** Tim and jnaay oIImp storiea are nNmntidi 9 bati tfaarej ia 
one tfaiiigt Itotal fiaH: tbai^fat aii^ht seem verjr idraantilBk^ of 
whioh I banre beaftcratt^ anomttftatwlKnlliaH^lUami^ 
are constrained to lie among the hil]8> in eeld dby. wiml^. wea« 
ther, they sometimes soak the plaid in some river or bum, (i. e, 
brook;) and then, holding up a cooler of it a little above their 
heads, they turn themselves round and round, tiU tbc^ am en- 
veloped by the whole mantle. ThegF then ^rthemaelveadotm 
on the heath, upon the leeward aide o£ some biH, wberelhe 
wetand the waonth of their bodies make a ttrmm, like that of 
a boiling kettle. The wet, they say, kecfM them warm- hf 
thiekening the staJ^ and keeping the wind iroBa p fin a ttw tin|^> 

*< I must confess l«should have been apt torqisestinn.thiB fiic^ 
had I not freqisntly seen them wet fiom momiBg to* n%ht; 
and^ even at the begimung of the rain, . not s» amch aa 8tir-8> 
few yardir to sfaeltery bat continae in it without neceashy^ titt 
they were, as we say, wet throi^ and throngh. iktadthafc isi 
soon effiBcted by the looseness and spunginess of theplaidiiig:; 
but the bonnet ia frequently taken off, and wrong- Hke atdiah*<' 
dout, andtben put on again. 

'* They have been accustoaaed finom their inflmcy te be e&en. 
wet, and to take tfaei water Kke spaniels, and: this is becontei a 
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iuMnnubdint Enieit OT-M}^ itKf aenmiiaim: oE Am iitik- 
kind, ant tw low nwerMtMHl llmqD'I-MrematiK.pM- 
poratioH far Bteap io wtady tMMtMiv;pBt,ietlnigautJ«df fc* 
momiag Irom one of the huts, I bave seen the marks ofT that 
lodging, where the grounih has been free from rime or snow, 
which remained all round the spot where thej' bad lain." — 
lAtUrsfrom Seolland. Lond. 1754. 8»o. ILp, lOB. 

Notevnr. 

Sis henchman camt— St XXXV, p. 9 1 . 

" This officer is a sort of Becretary, and is to be ready, upon 
all occBsions, to venture hia life in defence of his niaater ; and 
at drinking-bouts he Btands behind his seat, at baa haunch, from 
whence hia title is derived, and watches the coBTersation, to 
see if anj aae ofienda hia patron. 

" An EngUsb officer being in company with a certain chief- 
tain, and several otbei Highland gentlemen, near KilUchumeo, 
had an argument with the great man ; and both being well 
warmed with us^, at laat the dispute grew very boti 

" A youth who ires baDchman, not understanding one w<Hd 
of English, imagined hia chief was insulted, and thereupon 
drew Itia piatol from his aide, and an^q>ed it at the officei'i 
head ; but the pistol missed fire, otherwise it is more than pro- 
bable he might bn« suflered death from the band of that litde 
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^ But it it very dingreeable to an Ei^idwimn over a bottle, 
the HigfakoderBy to lee every one of them have his giily, 
that isyhisiervanty standiBg behind him all the while, let what 
win be the tukgect of oonvanatioD."— LellervyroM Seoiiawlf 

n. 159. 
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Note I. 

And while the Fiery Cross glanced like a meteor round* 

St I. p. 98. 
When a chieftain designed to summon his dan, upon any 
Midden or important emeigencyy he slew a goat, and making a 
cross of fuiy light wood, seared its extremities in the fire,, and 
extinguished them in the blood of the animal. This was called 
the Fiery Crots, also Crean Tarigh, or the Cross of Shame, be- 
cause disobedience to what the symbol implied, inferred in&- 
my. It was delivered to a swift and trusty messenger, who ran 
' fiill speed with it to the next hamlet, where he presented it to the 
principal person, with a single word, implying the place of ren- 
dezvous* He who received the symbol was bound to send it 
forwards, with equal dispatch, to the next village; and thus it 
passed with incredible celerity through all the district which 
owed allegiance to the chief, and also among his allies and 
neighbours, if the danger was common to them. 'At sight of the 

4 
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Fieiy Cton, ewrj man, from sixteen yean old to sixty, capa- 
Me of bearing anns, was obliged instantly to repair, in his best 
arms and acooutrements, to the place of rendezvous. He who 
fiuled to appear, suflered the extremities of fire and sword, 
which were emblematically denounced to the disobedient by 
the bloody and burnt mailn upon this warlfte signal. During 
the civil war of 1745-6, the Fiery Cross often made its circuit ; 
and upon one occasion it passed through the whole district of 
Breadalbane, a tract of thirty-two miles, in three hours. The 
late Alexander Stuart, Esq. of Invemahyle, described to me 
his having sent round the Fleiy Cross through the district of 
Appine, during the same commotion. The eoast was threaten- 
ed by a descent from two En^h frigates, and the flower of the 
yomig men were with the army of Prince Chartes Bdwflffd» then 
in Enghind ; yet the summons was so CffleotiM^ that even cdd 
1^ and childhood obeyed it; and n foree was eoUeded in m 
few hours, so numeroos and so endnisiastic, thai all attempt at 
the inteiffied divendon upon the country of the ab s en t miman, 
was in prudence abandoned, as despefate^ 

This pr ac ti c e, like some others, is oonsKm to the Rigb* 
landers with the ancient ScandinavhmS) as wOl appear by the 
foUowii^ extract from Olaus Magnus : 

^ When the enemy is upon the sea-eoest, or withi a the Mmita 
of northern kfngdomes, then presently, b)- tile cansBand of the 
provincial govemoura, with the counsel and ooosent of the aid 
souMiers, who «e notably sklMed in snch like business, a stitf 
of tiiree bands lengtbi m the common sight of themallt i»oaiw 
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ried, by the apeeiy randi^ of wnic active young man, unto 
that village or dty, vith this comBiaiidi — ifaet on the S. 4. or 
& day. one, two. or three, or else ereiy ntao in pvticuiar, from 
ISyemM, ibull oome with bis wmt, nod expeocea for ten 
or twen^ days, upoa ptio that hia or their houses shall be 
burnt, (which is intimated by the buminf of the staff,) or ebe 
the master to be hangeti, (which ia eignified by the cord tied tp 
it,) to appear speedily on such a bank, or field, or vaLey, to 
hear the cmne be is called, and to receive oidere from the said 
ppoviociafgoveniourE what he shall do. Wherefore that raes- 
senger. swifter thwi aoy post or waggon, having done his com- 
missioDi comes slowly back egam, bringing a token with htm 
that be hath doae all l^ally ; and every momeot one or another 
miia to eveiy villi^e, and tells those places what they must do." 
........'< The raessei^ers, theref<N«, of the footmen, that 

ale to give warning to the people to meet for the batlail, nut 
fiercely and swiftly ; for no snow, nor rain, nor heat can stop 
them, nor u^ht hold tlieia ; but they w31 soon nm the race 
Ibi^ u>d»t^«. The fitat messenger tells it to the next vilhq[t^ 
and that to the next ; and so the hubbub nins alt over, tiH 
they all know it iti that stift or territory, wherc^ when, and 
whereferetbeymustneet."— OlaubHaonub' Uatoryi^the 
A»<it, encUsbed by J, S. I-ond. 1G£S. bookiv.ch)¥.3,4. 

NotelL 
That Unk i^itmigej«tm mdface^—St. IV. p. 101. 
Tbe Hate of nJigicai in the middle ages aSbrded coniidep- 
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able facilities for those whose mode of Kfe excluded them fWmi 
regular worship, to secure, nevertheless, the ghostly assistance 
of confessors, perfectly wilting to adapt the nature of their doc- 
trine to the necessities and peculiar circumstances of their 
flock. Robin Hood, it is well known, had his celebrated do- 
mestic chaplain Friar Tuck. And that same cnrtal' friar was 
probably matched in manners and appearance by the ghostly 
fathers of the Tynedale robbers, who are thus described in an 
excommunication fulminated against their patrons by Richard 
Fox, Bishop of Durham, tempore Henrid VIII. *' We have 
further understood, that there are many cha[^ins in the said 
territories of Tynedale and Redesdale, who are public and open 
maintainers of concubinage, irregular, suspended, excommuni- 
cated, and interdicted persons, and withal so utteriy ignorant 
of letters, that it has been found by those who objected this to 
them, that there were some who, having celebrated mass for 
ten years, were still unable to read the sacramental service. 
We have also understood there are persons among them, who, 
although not ordained, do take upon them the offices of priest- 
hood; and, in contempt of God, celebrate divine and sacred 
rites, and administer the sacraments,' not only in sacred and 
dedicated places, but in those which are prophane and inter- 
dicted, and most wretchedly ruinous ; they themselves being 
attired in ragged, torn, and most filthy vestments, altogether 
unfit to be used in divine or even in temporal offices^ The 
which said chaplains do administer sacraments and sac r amental 
rites to the aforesaid manifest and infiunous thieves, robbers^ 
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depredatorsy receivers of sUrfen goods, and plunderars^ and that 
without restitutioBy or intention to restore, as is evinced bj tha 
fact ; and do also openly admit them to the rites of eodesias- 
tical sepulture^ without exacting security for restitution, al- 
though they are prohibited from doing so by the sacred canons, 
as well as by the institutes of the saints and fathers. All which 
infers the heavy peril of their own souls, and is a pernicious 

example to the other believers. in Christ, as well as no sh'ght, 

( 

but an aggravated injury to the numbers despoiled and plun- 
dered of their goods, gear, herds, and chattels."* 

To this lively and picturesque description of the confessors 
and churchmen of predatory tribes, there may be added some 
curious particulars respecting the priests attached to the seve- 
ral septs of native Irish, during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
These friars had indeed to plead, that the incursions, which 
they not only pardoned, but even encouraged, were made upon 
those hostile to them, as well in religion as from national anti- 
pathy. But by protestant writers they are uniformly alledged 
to be the chief instruments of Irish insurrection, the very well- 
spring of all rebellion towards the English government. Lith- 
gow, the Scottish traveller, declares the Irish wood-kerne, or 



• The MoDhion against the Robbers of Tynedale and Redes- 
dale, with which I was favoured by my friend Mr Surtees, of 
JVIainsfortb, may be found in the original Latin, in the Appendix 
to the Introduction to the Border Miastrelsy, No. YIL fourth 
edition. 
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yeiiHry Uim , to h« tet «lie hMnds^'tlieirliiroling prieMi^ 
iiliD 4 inolsd tlwir j n c wwie oi tiy their f leMoWf psrtlsr for 908- 
tmHm», pwtly to gratify mnoMej, lMr% to fenent gena«l 
di^OB, aad ilwig^ for die iielter Mcurity md easier dominA- 
tm of tlie fites.^ Derrid:, tbe livdiiieBB and raiaiitieiieeB of 
lAoee ieMTJpeiooe fmiy frequentfy apologise <or bis deggrel 
verMt, after deMribiiig on Irish least, and tiie eBCoungeflaen^ 
gfvflii, bj the songs of Ifae liards, to its termiBatioa in an incur^ 
sio&tipon iSiepflrtBof die <»antrfnorenEniedi«fedy under liie 
dominion of the EngKdhy noctds the no less powerful ai^w 
mentt «sed %y die Inar to excite their animeaity: 



Awl flMirc t aagBKM tfte naiaei 

and raacoar af ihekr iiarte. 
The friar, of his coansells ▼!]«, 

to Td>elle8 dotli imparte, 
jMnraiiag that it it 

an almoie d^^de to God, 
To make the English sabjects taste 

the Iriske rebells radde. 
To spoUe, to lull, to bnrnef 

this frler*s couasell is ; 
Aad for t%e doing of the tame, 

be warmntes heaveolie Uitie. 
He tells a holie tale ; 

the white he toarnes to blacke $ 

Ajid ♦fci'*>M*>» llkA liTilnM an him Miimlj 

he workes a knaTisbe koacke. 



The wreckfttl invasion <»f a part of the English pale Is then 



* Lithgow*8 Travels, first edit. p. 431. 
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described with some cipirit ; the burmog of hooseB^ driving off 
catde, and all pertaining to such predatory inroads, is illustra- 
ted by a rude cut The defeat of the Irish, by a party of Eng- 
lish soldiers from the next garrison, is then commemorated^ 
and in hke maimep adorned with an eqgraving^ in which the 
£nar is exhibited mourning over tlie slaiii chieftain ; or, as the 
rubric expresses it, 

The friar then, that treacherous knave, with oiigh o^gh-hone la- 
ment, 
To see his consin Deviirs-son to have so foul event. 

The matter is handled at great length in the text, of whidi 
$he fo&owng verses are more than sulfident ssunple :*— 

The frier seying this, 

lamentes that lucklesse parte. 
And corseth to the pitte of bell 

the death man's sturdie harte : 
Yet for to quight them with 

the frier'taketb paine. 
For aU thesynnes that ere he did 

remission to obtaine« 
And therefore serves his booke, 

the candell and the beU ; 
But thinke yon that suche apisbe toi«s 

bring damned souls from hell ? 
It 'longs not to my parte 

infemall things to knowe ; 
B I beleve till later daie, 

the! rise not from belowe. 
Yet hope that friers give 

to this rebeUioas rout. 
If that th^r soales should chanoce la belt, 

to bring them qnicklie out, 



. \ 



940 KOTXS TO CANTO THIRD. . 

Docih makt them lead mclie Htcs, 

at neither God nor man, 
Without revenge for their desartes, 

permitte or taflTer can. 
Thus frien are the cansey 

the fountain and the spring. 
Of hurleborles In this lande, 
• dfecboanbnpfde thing. 
Thri cause them' to rebell 

against their soveraigne qoene ; 
And through rebellion often tymes^ 

their lives doe vaobbe ckae« 
So as b J friers meanes, 

in whom all follie swimme, 
The Irishe kame doe 6ften lose 
the life, with hedde and limme.* 

As the Irish tribes^ and those of the Scottish Highlands, are 
much more intimately allied^ by language, manners, dress, and 
customs, than the antiquaries of either country have been will- 
ing to admit, I flatter myself I have here produced a strong 
warrant for the character sketched in the text. The following 
picture, though of a different kind, serves to establish the ex- 
istence of ascetic rel^onists, to a comparatively late period, 
in the Highlands and Western Isles. There is a great deal of 
simplicity m the description, for which, as for much similar in- 
formation, I am obliged to Dr John Martin, who visited the 



* This curions Picture of Ireland was inserted by the author In 

the republication of Somers' Tracts, Vol. I., in which the plates 

have been also inserted, from the only Impressions known to exist, 

belonging to the copy in the Advocate's I«ibrary. See Somers* 

Tracts, Vol. I. p. 591, 594. 

12 



KOTES TO CAHTO THIRB* ^4y 

Hebrides, at thb iii^eslionf of Sir Robert Sibbdd, a Soottisli 
BDtiquaiy of enlmence, and early- in' tbe eighteenth centuiy 
published a description of them, which procured him admission 
into the Royal Society. He died in London about 1719. His 
work is a strange mixture of kaming, observation, and grq^ 
credtdity. . > ' . 

' ** I remember/' says this author, *^ I have seen an old lay* 
c;^achiB here, (in the island' of Benbecula,) called in their lan^ 
gastgi'Br^iri'bochty that is, Poor Brother ; which is literally 
true $. for he answers this character, having nothing but^what 
h given hhn:- he hokb himself fully satisfied with food and ray- 
ment,; and 4ives in as great simf^idty as any of his order ; his 
diet is very mean^ and he drinks only fair water: his habit k 
no less mortifying than that of his brethren elsewhere: he 
wears a short coat, which comes no farther than his middle, 
with narrow sleeves like a waistcoat : he wears a plad above 
it, girt about the middle, which reaches to his knee : tbe plad 
is fastened on his breast with a wooden pin, his neckbaire, and 
his feet often so too : he wears a hat for ornament, and the 
string about it is a bit. of a fishei^s line, made of horse-hair. 
This plad he wears instei^ of a gown, worn by those of his 
order in other countries. I tokl him he wanted the flaxen gir^ 
die that men of his order usually wear : he answered me, that 
he wore a leather one, which was the same thing. Upon the 
matter, if he is spoke to when at meat, he answers agfiin ; which 
is contrary to the custom of his order. This poor man frequent«» 
\y diverts himself with suiting of trouts : he lies upon qtraw^ 
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iod hM M M (w qlkn litve) to G«n hm tD hit defqtMM^ 
adf hk camdmot, m he told BM.'^-^MA&nii's Dswr^fmi 

KolellL 

Of Brian* » birth ttrmige ttUe$ wtere tcfdf'St, V. p. UM. 

The legend which fbllowB is not of the auihof^s invcoticm. 
It k poisihie he w$y diifer fiqiii modern crilioB, in Bapponog 
thek the reeoids of humen mp er nitkw ^ if peculiar ich end dm* 
radeiistic o( the oountiy in which the Bcene it kid, ere a kgi< 
timate subject of poetry. He gtves, iiowever, a.reedy assent 
to the narrower propos^on, iHuch condenms all attempts of 
an irregular and disordered fiin^ to eicite terror, bf accnmn^ 
bting a train of fantastic and incoherent honors, whether bovf 
rowed from all countries, and pitched upon a narrative belang^ 
hiig to one which knew them pot, or derived ftom the anther's 
own imaginatioD. 

In the present case, Iherefere, I appeal to the rsoord which 
I have transcribed, with the tariatiou of a very few words, iWmi 
the geographical cpUectibbs made by the laird of Macfiuhme* 
I know not whether it be necessary to remaik, that die ini». 
odlaneous concourse of youths and maidens on the night, and 
on the spot where the mirsde is said to have taken place, 
might, in an incredulous age, have somewhat diminished the 
wonder which accompanied die conception of GiIli-Doir*Mag» 
revollich. 

*^ Th^ is bot two myles £rom Inverioghie^ the church of 
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Kflmalee, in Lpghyeld. In ancient tymes there wis one churqh 
builded upon ane hill, which wiiaflbdve this church, which doeth 
now stand in this toune; knd abdetttmeia doeth aay, tbat therel 
was a hsteell fonghtoa on ane liUe hill not tbe tenth t)art of a 
iibyle frbm dui cfhuit^h^ hb oMiiHa i^sotidiidi they did not 
kndw ij^faal th^ wete. And kbg tynrt thcceafter^ oertiun^ 
herds of tint tounb, arid of the sett tonne, called Unfkatt» both 
vi^odies aud yoatheij, didoii a ignne canveea idth others on 
that hffl| and te di^ bekig aomewhat odd, did' gather the 
baneb of die dited misn that werd akiyne Ipfn^ iynie befoie ia 
that place, and did maite a fire to.wihm tiiem. At last they 
did sdl icoBove from thd fire, exo^ oi» maid or wench, whidt 
was verie cdd, and she did r^nndne there for a spaoe. She bo* 
11^ quyetlk her abne, witbout atdb other oompaaie, took up 
her clpaths above her knees, or thereby, to warm her ; a wind 
did come and caste the ashes upon her, and she was conceived 
of ane man-child; Severall tymes t^iereafter she was verie sick, 
and at last she was knowne to be with chyld. And then her 
parents did ask at her the matter heirofl^ which the wench could 
not weel answer ^hich ^^y to satisfo them. M last she re- 
solved them with ane answer. A^ fortune fell upon her con^ 
ceming this marvellous norade, the chyld beinig borne, his namc^ 
was called Gili'doir MagkrevoUich^ that is to sajr, the. Black 
childf Son to the Bones. So called, his grandfiithef sent him 
to school, and so he was^ a good scholbo*, and godlie. He did 
build this i^inrch which doeth now Mihid in Lochyeld, called 
Kihi»lk,"-«-MALCFAiaiA9ne, utiuprM^ H. its. 
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NotelV. 
Yet n^er ogain to braid her hair. 
The virgin tmood did AUce vear.-^ St V. p. lOS. 
The tnood^ or rJbbuid, witl) which a Scottish bus braided 
her hair, had an embleaiaticBl sij^BificatioOy and apfdied to her' 
maiden character. It was exchanged for the curch^ to^ or 
coify when she passed, by marriage, into the xnatron state. 
But if the damsel was so unfortunate as to' lose pretensions to* 
the name of maiden, without gaining a right to that of matron/ 
she was neither permitted to use the snood, nor advanced to' 
the graver dignity of the curch. In old Scottish 90Dgs then 
occur many sly allusions to such misfortune, as in the old 
words to the popular tune of ^ Ower the muir amang the hea- 
ther:" 

Down amang the broom, the broom, 

Down amanj^ the broom, my dearie. 
The lassie lost her silkeo snood. 

That gard her greet till she wa» wearie. 

.NoteV. 
The desert gave him viiions wUd^ 
SuchQi might suit the spectre*s chUd.-^St VII. p. 105. 
In adopting the legend concerning the both of |he Founder 
of the Church of Kilmallie, the author has endeavdured to 
trace the effects which such a belief was likely to produce, in 
a barbarous age, on the person to whom it related. It seems 
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likely that he.mti&t have become a fanatic or an impostor, or. 
tlu|t mixture of both which forms a more frequent character 
than either of thon, as exi9ting separately. In truth, mad per- 
sons are frequ^ently more anxious to impress upon others a 
faith in their visions, than they are themselves confirmed in 
their reality : as, on the other hand, it is difi&cult for the most 
cool-headed impostor long to personate an enthusiast, with- 
out in some degree believing what he is so eager to have be- 
lieved. It was a natural attribute of such a character as the 
supposed hermit, that he should credit the numerous super- 
stitions with which the minds of ordinary Highlanders are al- 
most always embued. A few df these are slight^ alluded to 
in this stanza. The River Daemon, or River-horse, for it is 
that form which, he commonly assumes, is the Kelpy of the 
lowlands, an eyil and malicious spirit, defighting to forebode 
and. to witness calamity. He frequents most Highland lakes 
and rivers ; and. one of his most memorable exploits wa^ per- 
formed upon the banks of Loch Vennachar, in the very district 
which forms the scene of our action : it consisted in the de- 
struction of a funeral procession, with all its attendants. The 
^' noontide hag," called in Gaelic Glas-liehy a tall, emaciated, 
gigantic female figure, is supposed in particular to haunt the 
district of Knoidart. A goblin dressed in antique armour, and 
having one hand covered with blood, called, from that circum- 
stance, Lham-deargy or Red-hand, is a tenant o£ the forests of 
Glenmore and Rothepiurcus. Other spirits of the desert, all 
frightful in shape, and mah'gnant in disposition, are believed to 
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any onusnal appeannoe, {NPodooed by nikfe, or tlie flrtnu^ 
^t are sometimet thrown upon particular object^^ never fiub 
to present an apparition to the uHginafaon of the solitary and 
Melancholy nonntaineer. 

NoteVL 
The fatal Ben-Shu^s hading fcreajn^--^ VII. p. lOS^ 
Most great finnflies in the Highlands were supposed to have 
a tutelar, or rather a domestic spirit, attached to them, who 
took an interest in their pro spe rity, aad latanaled, by its wall- 
ingi, any upptoadnng disaster. That of Grant of Grant was 
caUed Jlay MomUach, and appeared in the form of a gir^ who 
had her arm covered with hair. Grant of Rothemnreas had 
an attendant odled irod^cA-an^dtta, or the Ghost of the HiU^ 
and many other eiamples m^fat be mentioRedr The Bei^ 
Shie * imf^ies the female Fairy, whose lamcntationa were often 
supposed to precede the death of a dueftain of particular &- 
iuilies. When she is visible, it is in the form of an old woman, 
with a bhie mantle, and streaming hain A 8a|)entition of die 
3ame kind is, I believe, imiversaBy received by the inferior ranks 
of the native Irish. 

The death of the head of a faigfaland fiunfly is also sometimes 
8uiq;)0Bed to be announced by a chain of U^txtA of different co' 



* Id the first editioD this was erroneously explained as eqniy»- 
lent.to Ben-Schichianf or the Head of (lie Pairies^ 



VOTllS TO CANTO THIRD. »*t 



Ufoni cafled iVo^ of Death of tbe Dhud. II16 
it tali«i inaiks the pfaoe of iikt fanml* 



Note VIL 

Sokndtf too, had come in i^idnight bkit^ 

Of charging tteeds^ careering fast 

Along BenAtirrow'i tkingfy uiet 

Where mortal horteman n£er ndght ridkj^it, V. p. lOd. 
A presage ofthekiitdallnded to In the text is still believed 
to announpe.defltth to ihe mdoii t MfJBhasA faamiy of M<Leati 
ofLocfabuy. Tfaetpuk«ifaiitaiceBtorsli|inifibattle,nl]eti^ 
to gallop along a stony 6aidEy and tfien to rkie thrice aroond 
the ftauiy nesideiice, rii^tog his faiiy teidley and thus iatiiiiih 
ting, the approaching i^ktnity. Htm easily the eye as well as 
the ear may be deceived upon sudi occasioDSi id evident from 
.the stories' of amies in t^ aif, and other spectml phcjenomena 
-with/ whfeh hi£ieofy abounds. Such an Apparidon is said to 
have been witbessed upon the side of Sou^erfbH niountain^ 
between Fenrith and Keswick, lipon the 2sd June^ 1744, by 
. two persons/ WHMttn Lancaster of Blakehills, and Daiuel 
Stricket his ^ervanti wtiose attestation to the &ct, with a ftdl 
aODOtint of the apparition, dated tiie filst July, 1785, is print- 
ed in Ciarke's Survey of the Lakes. The apparition consisted 
of several tfocpa of horse aioVing in r^gidar order, with a stea- 
dy fs^pkl motion, makhig a curved 8Weq> arotaid the fell, and 
seea^ to the spectators to disappear dver the rfdge of ^e 
vinountain. Many persons witnessed this phoenomenon, and 
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dbiefred Ite last, oriast bat oney of the nappoaed troop, 
•ionally leave his laoky and pass, at a gallops to the front, when 
he resumed the same steady pace. This curious appearance, 
making the necessary allowance for imagination, may be per- 
haps sufficiently accounted for by optical deception. — Survey 
cf the Lakes, p. 35. 

Supernatural intimations of approaching fiite are not, I be- 
lieve, confined to highland families, Howel mentions having 
teen at a lapidary's^ in 16S2, a monumental stone, prepared for 
fourpersons of the name of Oxenham, before the death of each 
of whom, the inscription stated a white bird to have appeared, 
and fluttered around the bed, while the patient was in the last 
agony. — Familiar Letters, Edit 1736, p. S47. Gbnville men- 
tions one fiunily, the members^f which received this solemn 
sign by music, the sound of which floated from the fiuntly re^ 
dence, and seemed to die in a neighbouring wood^another, 
tiiat of Captain Wood of Bampton, to whom the si^pial was 
given by knocking. But the most remaiicable instance of the 
kind, occurs in the MS. Memoirs of Lady Fanshaw, so exem^- 
plary for her conjugal aflection. Her husband, Sir Richard, 
and she, chanced, during their abode in Ireland, to visit a friend, 
the head of a sept, who resided in his ancient baronial castle, 
surrounded with a moat. . At midm'ght, she was awakened by 
a ghastly.and supernatural scream, and looking out of bed, be- 
held, by the moonlight, a female face and part of the form, 
hovering at the window. The distance from the ground, as 
yrell as the circumstance of the moat, excluded the possibility 



SrOTi3 TO CANTO THIRB. 



^^49 



tbat what she iiebeM was of this worid. The'face was that ol 
a young and rather handsome woman, but pale, and the iiair, 
which was reddish, loose and dishevelled. The dress^ which 
JaAy FanshaVs terror did not prevent her remarking accu- 
rately, was that of the ancient Irish. This apparition cooti- 
sBed to exhibit itself for some time, and then vanished with 
two shrieks siiniiar to that which had first, excited Lady Fan- 
Shaw's attention. In the morning, with infinite terror, she 
commwucated to her host what she had witnessed, and found 
him prepared not only to credit but to account for the appaii- 
tion. '* A near relation of my fiuniJy," said he, ** expired last 
night in this castle. We disguised our certain expectation of 
the event from you, lest it should throw a cloud over the cheer- 
ful reception which was your due. Now, before such an event 
happens in. this fkmily and castle, the female spectre whom 
you- have seen always is visible. She is believed to be the lipi- 
lit of a woman of inferior rank, whom one of my ancestors 
dc^graded himself by marrying, and whom afterwards, to expi- 
ate the dishonour done to his family^ he caused to be drowned 
in tlie Caide Moat" 

NoteVIII. 

Whoie parents in Inch'CaiUiach too^e 

Thdr shadows o^er Clan- Alpines g>-«oe.—- St VIII. p. lOT. 

> InckrCailUach^ the Isle of Nuns» or of Old Women, is m 

most beautiful island at this lower extremity of Loch-Lomond* 

The chuteh bebnging to the former nunnery was long used «f 
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the place of wonhip ftr the perish of Bnchenen» but eceiee 
anyveetifgeiofitiMivremeiiL The buiiel graund oomittaei 
toheoeed^aodoMitinithefaiifyplaoee of aepateoro of i»> 
fcnl iM%liboiBiiv daoi. The moniinentB of ihe kiidb of 
Me cging o r» end of ioCher ihmiife» rleiming e deeoeet fron the 
Maoa/tdAKmgJOpm^i^wBtmtrmmAa^ TheHigb- 
kodenaniesjeehMiof Ifakir x%hti of eqiulohie^ ae nmyfato 
flttpeeled fitMn^ p eopl e wfaoecf whole unhi end^wenuneBty if 
dsMhipalebe odM ao^ tamed apoil th^ n^ prihMiple of 
fadly detoeat. * Maj his aahes be eoaMered on the water,'' 
was one of the deepest and oMiat aehmiti haprecaliofli nhieh 
thcjr flsed againat «n eaenf. 



NoteK. 

The dun deet't hide 



Onjketerfcot mu neter tied.'"^* XHI. p« 119. 
The present 6r«i)fMeof the Higfahmden is made of half-dried 
leather, with holes to admit and let ont the water ) lot wi^ 
ittg the moDTS dry-dnd, is a matter altogether oat of question* 
The ancient buskin was still ruder, being made of the uadiess'd 
deer^s hide, with the hair outwards, a circumstance which pro- 
cured the Highlanders the weil-hnown epithet of Red-ihanks* 
The process is very accurately, described fay one Elder (hinii' 
eelf a Highlander) in the pixjeet for a union between England 
and Soodand, addressed to Henry Vni. <* We go a hunting, 
and after that we have dain red-deei^ we day off the skin by 
and by, and aetting of our barefoot en the inside thereof, for 
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mvA of cuBDiog shoeDQjBken} 1^ fpv gn|c^% pvd^ we play 
Ifae odUen^ oompassing and measiirii^ so much ther eof» as 
shall reach up to o^r aiide8» pricfung tile upper p^ thereof 
with boieSy riiaft the water may repass where it enters, and 
Btretcfaiog it np with a strong thong of the same above our 
said alleles. So, and please yoi^ noble graqe> we make our 
shoes. Therefor^ we using such manner of shoes, tihe rough 
hairy side outwards, in your grace's dominions of England we 
Iw called JUmghfooted iSbo^i.''— Pekxerton^s Hittory^ vol V. 
P*d97. 

KoteX. 
The dismal G^ronacA.— St XV, p. 116. 
The Coronach of the Highlanders, like the Ululaitu of the 
Romans, i|nd the l/^sAto qf the Irish, w^s a wild expression of 
lamentation poured forth by the mourners over the body of a 
departed Ijriend. When the words of it were artiqalate, they 
^pressed the praises of the deceast, and the loss the dan 
would sustain by his death. The following is a lamentation 
of this kind, literally translated from the GseVc, to some of the 
ideas of which the text stands indebted. The tune is so po- 
pular, that it has since become'the war-march, or Gathering 
^f the clan. 

Coronach on Sir Lauchlan^ Ckkf rf Maclean, 

Which of all the SennachieB 

Pp,^ trape f by |ine f|rom the root, up to Paradisci 
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Bat Bf acToirih, tfte ton of Fcrgvi ? 

No sooner had tkiiiie ancient itately tree 

Taken firm root in^AlbiOy 

Thaa one of thy forefathers fell at Harlafr.--^- 

^«as then we kwt axhief of deatUaaname l«» 

Tis no base weed — no planted tree, 

Nor a sef^dHng of last aatamn ; 

Nor a sapling planted at Beltain ; * 

Wide^ wide around, were spread its lofly braiich( 

Bat the topmost bough is lowly laid I 

Thoa hast forsokea- as Jiefere bawaine* f 

Thy dwelling b the winter boose {^^ 
Lood, sad, and mighty is thy death soog !>— 
Ob I courteon* chanipinp of Montrose I 
Oh t statelv warrior of the Celtic Isles! 
Thou shalt buckte thy harness on no moife f 

The oocoDadi has for fiome yean past been supeneded at; 
fimeiala by the use of the bag-pipe, and that also is, like many- 
other Highland ^ieculifliritie8> &lUiig into disusey unless in !•» 
note districts. 

Note XI. 

Benledi saw the Cross of FirCy 

It glanced like lightning up 5<ra/A-Ire.— St. XVIII. p. 122. 

A glance at the provincial map of Perthshire, or at any huge 
map of Scotland, will trace the progress of the signal through 
the small district of lakes and mountains, which, in exercise 



• BePs Are, or Whitsunday. t Ballowotfai 
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©f my poetical privaege, I have subjected to the authority of 
my imaginary diieftain; and which, at the period of my no- 
maj^ce, was really occupied by a clan who daimed a descent 
from AJpine» a clan the most infortunate, and most persecu- 
ted, but neither the least distiB^uished, least powerful, or least 
brave, of the tribes of the Gael. 

Sliocbd nan Righre Duchasacb, 
Bha shioB an Dun Staibhinish, 
Aig an robb Cnin na h* alba o thib, 
S' aig a bheil Diichas fatbast ris« 

The first stage of the Fiery Cross is to Duncraggan, a* place 
near the Bri^ of Turk, where a short stream divided Loch« 
Achray fcom Lodi-Vennachar. . From thence, i^ passes to- 
wards Callender, and then, turning to the left up the pass' of 
Lennie, is consigned to Norman at the chapel of Saint Bride^ 
which stood on a small and romantic knoll in the middle of 
the valley, called Strath-Ire. Tombea and Amandave, or Ard- 
mandave, are names of places in the vicinity. Hie akirm is 
■then supposed to pass along the lake of Lubnaig,' and through 
the various glens in the district of Balquidder, including the 
nfeigbbouring tracts of Glenfinlas and Strathgartney. 

NoteXII. 
Not faster o^er thy heathery braes^ 

Balquidder, speeds the midnight 6toe.— St XXIII. p. 128. 
It may be necessary to inform the southern reader, that the 
beath on the Scottish moor-lands is often set fire to, that the 
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sheap may fasfe tke advantage of tiie joung halMge pioduoad 
m room of the toug^ old heatber-planlSt Hits cuitom (es^ 
cnted bj ipoctamcD,) prodaoeB occMionally the uiott beauti- 
M nocturnal appeaiance^ ainular almost to the dischaige of a 
folcBiio. The simile if not new to poetry. The diai]ge of a 
warrior^ in the fine baUad of Haidyknute» is said to be ** like 
a fire to heather set," 



NoteXm, 
By hii Cki^M$ Aand.— St XXHL p. 180. 



The deep and iqipliat respect paid by the higfahmd dans- 
jnen to tb^ ctiiefy rendered this bothaoommoo and a solemn 
Datl|. In ofhjBT reqpiectm Aey were like most savage nationfly 
ya p ridons in their ideas ooneening the oU%alory power of 
oathSi One aokmn mode of svearing was by kissing the dir&^ 
iipprecating upon themselves death by that, or a similar wea- 
pons if they broke their vow. But fiar oaths in the usual foita^ 
they are said to have had lit^ reqiect As finr tiie reverence 
due to the chief, it may be guessed fixmi the fi»lbwiqgodd es- 
ample* of a Highland point of honour. 

<* The dan whereto the abovementioned tribe bdongs» is the 
only one I have heard of, which is without a dnef ; that is, 
bdng divided into families, under several chieftains, without 
any particular patriarch of the wh<de name. And this is a 
g)ceat reproach, as may vp^eax from anafBurthatfeOoiitatmy 
table;, in the Highlands, between one of tiuit name and a Ca- 
meron. The provoeation given by the hitter|Vras-*Name your 
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diief.-— The return to it, at once, was-^-You are a fool. They 
Went out next morning, but having early notice of it, I sent a 
small party of soldiers after them, which, in all probability^ 
prevented some barbarous mischief, that might have ensued ; 
for the chiefless Highlander, who is himself a petty chieftain, 
was going to the place appointed with a small sword and pistol, 
whereas the Cameron (an old man) took with him only his 
broad-sword, according to agreement. 

^ When all was over, and I had, at least seemingly, recon- 
ciled them, I was told the words, of which I seemed to think 
but slightly, were, to one of that clan, the greatest of all pro- 
vocations/' — Letters from the North of Scotland^ vol.IL p.2Sl. 



Note XIV. 
Coir^nan^Uriskin, — St. XXIV. p. 131. 



• Joaroey from Ediobnrgb, 1802, p. 109, 

2 A 













This is a very steep and most romantic hollow in the moun- ^ .' .--^ 

tain of BenvenuCy overhanging the south-eastern extremity of 
Z«och-Katrine» It is surrounded with stupendous rocks, and 
overshadowed with birch-trees, mingled with oaks, the sponta- 
neous production of the mountain, even whefe its difis ap- 
pear denuded of soiL A dale in so wild a situation, and amid 
a people whose genius bordered on the romanticy did not re* 
main without appropriate deities* The name literally imph'es 
the Corri» or Den, of the Wild or Shaggy Men. Perhi^ this, ' 
as conjectured by Mr Alexander Campbell, * may have origi- 
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ndljr only implied its beii^ the hinni of a foocioai buidittL 
But tnditioo has ascribed to the UrUk, whagjves name b> the 
cavern, a figure between a goat and a man ; in sbor^ however 
aoch the dasucal reader may be iCaitiedy pvecitd^that of the 
Grecian Sa^. The Urisk seems not to have inherited, with 
the form, the petulance of the sylvan dei^ of the dassics : his 
occupations, on the oontraryy resembled thoeeof Milton's lubbar 
fiend, or of the Scottish Brownie^ though be diifisredfirombodi 
in name and i^ipearance. *^ The Urisks,** says Dr Graham, 
** were a sort of lubberly supematutals, who^ like the Brownies, 
could be gained over by kind attention^ to perform the drud- 
gery of the fium, and it was believed that oumy of the fimilies 
in the Highlands had one of the order attached to it They 
were supposed to be dispersed over the Hig^ilands, each in his 
own wild recess, but the solemn stated meetings of the order 
were r^gubriy held in this cave of Benvenew. This current 
superstition, no doubt, alludes to some drcumstanoe in the an- 
cient history of this country."— iSmiery on the Southern (7o»> 
fine$ of Pm-thihire. 1806. p. 19. 

It must be owned that the Coir^ or den, does not, in its pr^ 
sent state, meet our ideas of a subtenanean grotto or cave^ 
being only a small and narrow cavity, among -hi^ fingmeatf 
of rocks, rudely piled together. But such a scene is liable to 
convulsioas of nature, whidi a lowbmder cannot esti m ate^ and 
which may have choaked up what was origtmdly a cavern* At 
least the name and tradition authorise the author of a fictitioas 
tale, to assert its having been such at the remote period in 
which hb scene is laid. 
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Note XV. 
'»mrm — r The vnMpm qf Bear-nam-^-rSt. X^J. p. i id. 
BealachfiianiirBO} or tbe paw of lattle^ is a voAt ma^fioent 
dfadOf overhung wil^ i^ed birch treefl|» a little higher up the 
mountain than tbe Coin>oan*Unsldn, tren^ pf in the last note. 
7he ykhoh oomposes the most sublime piece of sceneiy that 
imagination ican conceive* 

Note XVL 

A nngh page to bear k^ wardf 

Altnu Mended on lu» Lsrd.St. XXVI. p. 13A. 
A Highland chief bdng as ab^lute in his palriarchal autha<» 
jity OB any prince^ had a corresponding number of officers at- 
tached to his person. 'He had his bodjr^guaids, call^ Xmip^^- 
tachf pid^ed horn his clan jGor strength, activity, and entire 
devotion to his person. These, acooidlng to tbe^ deserts, weie 
sure to share abundantly in the rude profusion of his hoq>ita- 
Mty. It is recorded, for ei»mi4e, by tradition, that AUan 
Mac Lead, chief of that dan, hi^pened upon a time to hear 
one of these &vourite retainers obie^e to his comradey that 
their chief grew old — ** ^Vhence do you infer that F' replied 
ihe other. *' When wis it,'' rejoined the first, **' that a soldier 
of Allan's was obliged, as I am now, not only to eat the flesh 
from this bone, but even to tear off the inner skin, or filament T* 
The hint was quite suffident, and Mac Lean next morning, to 
rdieve his followers from sdch dire necessity, undertook an in* 
road on the mainland, the ravage of which altogether effiiced 
the memory of his former expeditions for the like purpose. 
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Our officer of Engineersy so often qiioted» has gifen lu « 
dutiDct list of the domestic officers who, independent of 
iMkhi'tachf or gmrdes de corpi^ belonged to the estaUisiunent 
of a Hiigliland Chief. These are, 1. Tke Hench^man. See 
tbtte note^ p. 381. S. The Bard. See p. 309. 3* Biadier, 
or spokesman. 4. GtJ/ie-fMre, or Sword-bearer, alluded to in 
the text 5. GiUie^at^iue^ who carried the chiel^ if on foot, 
over the fords. 6. Oillie^omstraine ; who leads the chieTs 
horse. 7. GiUi^TruMhaminm»h i the baggage-man, 8. The 
piper. 9. The piper's gillie, or attendant, who carries the ba^ 
pipe. * Although this appeared, natural^ enough, very ridicu- 
lous to an English officer, who considered the master of such a 
detinue as no more than an Eng^sh gentleman of 500L a year ; 
yet, in the circumstances of the chief, whose strength and im- 
portance consisted in the number and attachment of his fol- 
lowers, it was of the last consequence, in point of policy, to 
have in his gift, subordinate offices, which called immediate- 
ly round his person those who were moet devoted to him, and, 
being of value in their estimation, weie also the means of re- 
warding them. • 

* Letters from Scotland^ toL If* p« 158. 
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Note I. 
The Taghairm calVd^ by which, afar^ 
Our siresforesaw the events of war, — St IV« p. 146. 
The Highlanders, like all rude people, had various supersti- 
tious modes of enquiring into futurity. One of the most noted 
was the Taghairm^ mentioned in the text. A person was wrap- 
ped up in the skin of a newly-slain bullock, and deposited 
beside a water^fall^ or at the bottom of a precipice, or in some 
other strange, wild, and unusual situation, where the scenery 
around him suggested nothing but objects of horror. In this 
situation he revolved in his tnind the question proposed, and 
whatever was impressed upon him by his exalted imagination^ 
passed for the inspiration of the disembodied ^irits, who 
haunt these desolate recesses. In some of the Hebrides, they 
attributed the same oracular power to a large black stone by 
the sea-shore, which they approached with certain solemnities, 
and considered the first fancy which came iato their own minds, 
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after tbey did ao, to be the undoubted dictate of the tutelar 
deity of the stone, and as such, to be^ if possible, punctually 
complied with. BAartin has recorded the fdlowing curious 
modes of Highland auguiy, in which the Taghairm, and its 
effiscts upon the person who was subjected to it^ may serve 
to illustrate the text 

** It was an ordinary thing amoqg the over-curious to consult 
an invisible orade^ concerning the fitfe of families and battles, 
&C. This was performed three diffisrent ways *. the first was 
by a company of men, one of whom being detached by lot, was 
afterwards earned to a river, which was the boundary between 
two villi^ges; fixir of die company laid hold on hun, and, ha- 
viqg shut hn eyes, they took him by the legs and arms, and 
then, tossing him to and again, strudc his hips with force agabst 
die bank. One of them cried out. What is it you have got 
here ? anodier answers, A log of Urdi^wood. The other cries 
again. Let hhi invisible ftitnds appear ftom all qoarteM, and 
let them rdieve him by grrin^ an answor to our pi^esent de* 
mands ; and in a few minutes after, a number of Utde creatures 
came fitim the sea, who answered the questioin, and disappear* 
ed suddenly. The man was then set at lS)erty, and they all 
returned home, to take their measures according to the pre> 
dictioti of their fidse prophets ; but die poor deluded fbob were 
abused, for the answer was stfll amb^ous. This wns always 
practised in the nig^t, and may literally be called the works of 
darkness. 

" I had an account irom the most intelligent and judicious 
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• 

laen iti tbe Ide of Skte, that, aiwut aixtj-two years ago, the 
orade was tiiua consoltad only once, and that was in the pa* 
mh of KUmartuiy on the east side, by a wioked and mischie- 
wws race of people, idio are now extinguished, both root and 
branch. 

** The second way of oonsyltiag the oracle was by a party of 
men, who fiitt retii^d to solitary places, remote from any house, 
and there ttiey smgled out one of their number, and wrapt him 
in a big cow's hide, which they fi^ed about him ; his whole 
body was covered wkh it, except his head, and so left in this 
posture all night, until his invisible friends relieved him^ b^ 
giving a proper answer to the qoestion in hand ; which he re» 
oeived, as he fimded, ftom several persons that he found about 
him all thattime. His consorts returned to him at the break 
ofday, and then he omnmunicated his news to them; which o£> 
ten proved fatal to those concerned in such unwarrantable en- 
qniries. 

^ There was a third wi^ of consuking, which was a confir- 
mation of the second above-mentioned. The same company 
who put the man into the hide, took a live cat, and put him on 
a spit ; one of the number was employed to turn the spit, and 
one of his consorts enquired of him. What are you doing ? he 
answered, I roast this c$i, until his firiends answer the ques- 
tion ; which must be the same that was proposed by the man 
shut up in the hide. And afterwanls, a very big cat* comes 

II III 

* The reader may have met with the itory of the << Kiiig of 
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attended by a number of lener catoy dewii^ to rdieve theeat 
turned upon the ^it, and then aniwen the quertioD. If due 
anawer proved the same that was ghen to the man in the hide^ 
then it waa taken as a oonfinnationof tfaeotfaer, whid)| in 
case, was believed infaDiUe. 

** Mr Alexander Cooper, present minister of North-Vist, told ] 

methatone John Eracb, in the Isle of Lewisy assured him, it ] 

was his fate to have been led by his cariosity with some who 
consulted this orade, and that he was a ni(^t within the hide^ 
as above-mentioned ; during which time he fdt and heard such 
terriUe things, that he could notezpress them; the impression 
it made on him was such as could never go off^ and he said for 
a thousand worids he would never again be concerned in the 
like performance^ for this had disordered him to ahigh degree; 
He confessed it ingenuously, and with an air of great remorse^ 
and seemed to be veiy penitent under a just sense of so great 
a crime ; he dedared this about ^^e years since, and is still 
living in the Lewis, for any thing I know/'— Pefcr^^ton of the 
Western Ida^ p. 110. See also Pennant's Scotti$k Twr^ 

vol n. p. ^61, 

Note n. 
The choieett of the prey we had^ 
When iwept our merry-men Gallan-ged.'-^i, IV. p. 147. 
.1 know not if it be worth observing, that this passage is 
taken almost literally fiom the mouth of an old Highland 



the Cats,*' in Lord tltUeton*g Letter*, It is well known in the 
Highlands as a nursery tale. 
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Kern, or Ketteran, as they were called He used ta narrate 
the merry doings of the good old time when he was follower 
of Ro\> Roy Macgr^^r. This leader, on one occasion, thought 
proper to make a descent upon the lower part of the Loch- 
Lomond district, and summoned all the heritors and farmers to 
meet at the Kirk of Drymen, to pay him black>mail, t. e. tri* 
bute for forbearance and protection. As this invitation was 
supported by a band of thirty or forty stoiit fellows, only one 
gentleman, an ancestor, if I mist^e not, of the present Mr 
Grahame of Gartraore, ventured to decline compliance. Rob 
Roy instantly swept his land of all he could drive away, and 
among the spoil was a bull of the old Scottish wild breed, 
whose ferocity occasioned great plague to the Kettcrans. " But 
ere we had reached the Row of Dennan,'' said the old man, 
" a child might have scratched his ears."* The circumstance 
IB a minute one^ but it paints the times when the poor betfve 
was compelled 

To hoof it o*er as many weary miles, 

With goadiog pikemeu hollow iog at his heeln, 

As e'er the bravest antler of the woods. 

Ethwald, 

Note ra. 
'— that huge cliffy whose ample verge 
Tradition calls the Hero's Targe— St. V. p. 148. 
There is a rock so named in the forest of Glenfinlas, by 



♦ ThM anecdote was, in former editions, ioaccurately ascribed 
to Gregor Macgregor of Glengyle, called Ghiune Dhuy or Black- 
kaee, a reUtioo of Kob Roy, but, as i have been assured, not ad- 
dieted to his predatory excesses* 
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which a tumultiiwycatanct takes its ooufBe. This wild pboe 
is said in former tioies to have afforded refuge to an outlaw, 
who was supplied with 'provisioDs by a womant who lowered 
them down fitm the briidc of the precipioe above. His water 
he procured for hhnlelfy by letting down a fkggoia tied to a 
Btfiogy into the bbck pool beneath the falL 

Note IV. 
Or raven on the hkuted oak, 
nuif watching whUe the deer ii Arofte, 
Hie manel cimms miih tuUen crooft.-— St. V. p. 148L 
Every thing belonging to the chace was matter of solismnilf 
among our anoestorsy but notfa^g was more so than the mode 
of cutting up, or, as it was technically called^ hreahing the 
sl au g hter ed stag. The fbiester had his allotted portion; the 
hounds had a certain idlowanoe ; and, to make the division at 
general as posstble, the very birds had their share alsob ^ There 
is a little gristle," says Turberville^ ** which is upon the spoone 
of the btiAett which we call the raven's bone ; and I have 
seen ii) some places a raven so wont and accustomed to it, 
that she would never fiiil to croak and cry for it all the time 
you were in breaking up of the deer, and would not depart till 
she had it." In the veiy ancient metrical romance of Sir Tris* 
trem, that peerless Knight, who is said to have been the very 
deviser of all rules of chase, did not omit this ceremony t 

" The raven he yaf his ylfles 
Sat on the foarched tree.*' 

Sir Triitrcx, Sd EdiHim, p, 34. 
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I 

The raven might also challenge his rights by the Book of 
Saint Albans ; for thus says Dame Juliana Bemers : — 



Slitteth anon 



Tite bely to the side from the corbyn bone ; 
That ii coffbim fee, at the death he trill be. 

Jonson, in ^ The Sad Sheplierd/' gives a more poetical ae* 
count of the same ceremony. 

Mariam,-^ — He that undoes fainif 
Doth cleave the brisket bone upon the spooo. 
Of which a little gristle growB^yon eali it^ 

Rabin Uocd, The raTen's bone. 

Marian — JNow o'er head sat a raven 

On a sere bough, a grown, great bird and hoane, 
Who, all the tune the deer was breahbi^ up» 
Sq croaked and cried for ft, as all the huntsmen. 
Especially old Scathlocke, thought it ominous.'* 

Note V. 

Which $piUt thef^remottfoeman'i Itftf 

Uiat party con^uen in the sfrt^— St. VI. fi. 150. 

Though this be in the text described as the response of the 

Taghauin, or Oracle of the Hide, it was of itself an augury 

frequently attended to. The fate of the batde was often an- 

tidpated in the imagmation of the combatants, by observing 

which party first shed blood. It is said that the Highlanders 

under Montrose, were so deeply embued with this notion, that 

on the morning of the battle of Tippermoor, they murdered 

a defenceless herdsman, whom they fmmd in the fields, merely 

to secure an advantage ef so much consequence to their party. 
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NoteVL 
Alice BrandL^SL XII. p. 158. 
This little faiiy tale is fbonded upon a veiy curious Danisli 
ballad^ which occurs in the Kibbifb Viser, a collection of 
heroic soqgs, first published in 159l» and re-printpd in 1695, 
inscribed by Anders 'Sofirensen, the coUector and editor^ to 
Sophia Queen of Denmark. I have been favoured with a li- 
teral translation of the original, by my learned friend Mr Ro- 
bert Jamieson, whose deep knowledge 6f Scandinavian anti- 
quities will, I hope, one day be displayed in fllustration of the 
history of Scottish Ballad and Song, for which no man pos- 
sesses more ample materials. The story will remind the read- 
ers of the Border Minstrelsy of the tale of the Young Tam- 
lane. But this is only a solitary and not very marked instance 
of coincidence, whereas several of the other ballads in the 
same collection^ find exact counterparts in the Kiemfe Vi- 
ser. Which may have been the originals will be a question 
for future antiquarians. Mr Jamieson, to secure the power of 
litend translation, has adopted the old Scottish idiom, which 
approaches so near to that of the Danish, as almost to give 
word for word, as well as line for line, and indeed in many 
verses the orthography alone is altered. As Wetter Hqf, men^ 
tioned in the first stanza of the ballad, means the Weit Sea^ 
ip opposition to the Baltic, or Eatt Sea, Mr Jamieson inclinea 
to be of opinion j that the scene of the dis-enchantment is laid 
in one of the Orkney or Hebride Islands. To each verse in 
the original is added a burden, having a kind of meaning of i^ 
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own, but not applicable, at least not unifc«nil; applkaUe, ta 
the wnse of the stanza to which it it Bubjoioed; this is very 



THE .ELFIN GRAY. 



Der Ugger en told i ¥»ter Haf, 
DtT agler tn boHii at biggi i 

Haadfdm did tudi kllg tg /and, 

Og agttr dar tm vutterai at tiggl' 

(Dc (ILDB Dim 



Tben li^ a wold in Wnter Haf, 
There a busbande means lo bi^. 
And (hither be carriei baitb bawkand hOBOd, 
There nieaniDg the wiatet lo li^. 

(Tia leild dttr and daa i' t/utlua out.) 
S. 
He taki wi' bim baitb bonod and cock, 

The lan^r be meau lo 9ta;, 
Tbe wild deer in the ihawi that are 
Ma; utitl; rue the day. 
(TAt vUi dter, Stc.) 

a. 

He'B hcw*d the beccb, and be't UlVi the alj[, 

Sae haa be the poplar graj :[ 
And grim la mood wai (be growiODW tit. 

That be lae bald h« nay. 
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4. 
He ktw'd him kjppl«t, ht hewM him bawki» 

Wl* mickle moil and haite i 
Sjoe tpeer'i the df In Jkhe Imoek that lMiie» 

« Wha*t hacking here aae fast ?*' 

5. 
Syne ap sad ipak the weiert df, 

Crean*d as ao immert Hnn t 
** It*i here ii cornea chriaCiaa man ;•* 

I*J1 fley him or he ga."* 

It*i np syne started the firtten elf. 

And glowr^d about sae grim : 
** It*t we'U awa* to the hwbande** home. 

And hald a court on him* 

T. 
*' Here hows he down balth akogg and shawy 

And wirks os akaith and scorn ; 
His hnswife he shall gie to me ; 

They's me the day they were born I*' 

& 
The elfen a* i' the knock that were ' 

Gaed dancing in a string ; 
They nighed near the husband's house ; — 

Sae lang their tails did hing. 

0. 
The hound he yowls V the yard ; 

The herd toots In hb bom ; 
The earn scraichs, and the cock craws, 

As the husbande had gi*ea him his com. * 



' ThU iwgitUsr ^wa<ratfi stmdt thus in ihe original 
<* Hunden band gior i gaardeo ; 

Hiorden tudd i sit honp f 
(Eraen skriger, og bao^n galer, 

Som bonden hafdd gifVet sit kora.*' 
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Tbe £Ui»i wereflveicoiefttidKTeiii 

Sae laidly and tat grim t 
And they tbe hiubande'i gncMa maUB be, 

To nt and drink wi' him. 
II. 
The haibinde out o' Villemhaw 

At bis wlmuek Ihe EIto can lee : 
" Help me, DOW, Jon, Marj'i ma ( 

Thir Elvtt Ihej mipt at me !" 
18. 
la eiery aook a crou be cooat. 

Id bia cbalmer maiat avai 
The Elftn a' nere flejr'd tbereat, 

And flew to the wild-wood ahsw 



And some tbe; flew to the deep dale down. 

There itill lb«j are, I trow.' 
14. 
It waa thcD tbe weleat Elf, 

Id at Ihe dear braids be ; 
AgaM was the hnabanie, for thftt EJf 

For crow dot sign wad flee. 
15. 
The boBwife die wa* a canay wtfe. 

She Mt the Elf at the board i 
She set before bin batth ate and meal, 

Wl' many a well-waled word. 



' /n tfte DaaUk : 

" Sommi tliji cater, ■« aotnini floyi v< 

N ogli fliiyi DOT paa ; 
Nogli flay6 ned i dybeni dali. 
Jet Iroer de eri der cndaa." 
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" Hear tboa, GodenMui o* VOlasbaWy 

What now I My to thee i 
Wha bade thee bigg within oar bouodf , 

Withont the leave o' me ? 

IT. 
** Bat, an thoa in oar bounds will hlgg^ 

And bide, at well as may be. 
Then thoa thy dearest hnswife maon 

To me for a lemman gie." 

18. 
Up spak the luckless hasbande then. 

As God the grace him gae : 
** Kline she b to me sae dear, 

Ber thou may aa-gate hae.*' 

19. 
Till the Elf he answerM as he conth : 

** Lat bat my hoswife be. 
And tak whate'er o' i;ade or gear 

Is minej awa wi* thee.'* 

SO. 
•« Then I'll thy Kline tak and thee 

Aneath my feet to tread i 
And hide thy goad and white monio 

Aneath my dwalling^tead." 

SI. 
The hasbande and his hoasehald a* 

In lary redfe they join : 
** Fnr better that she be now forfaim, 

Nor that we a' should tyne," 



Up, will of rede, the hasbande stood 
Wi' heart fo' sad and sair f. 

And he has gieo his huswife Kline 
Wiethe joaog £lf to fare. 

19 
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Then b^jlli grew he» and spfans about $ 

He took her ii^ his am : 
The ni4 it left her eomeiy cheek; 

Her heart was elem'd wi' harm. 

A waefu\woiiliBth«B ahe was anoy 

'And the moody tears loot fa' : 
** God rew o» me, anseely wife. 

How hard a wkrd I fa i 

** My tkj I plight to the foirast wight 

That man an mold nut see ; 
Maun I now mell wi* a laidiy £l> 

His light lemmas to be ?'* 

He minted aQQe*««flie minted twice, 

Y^ae wax'd her heart thatsylh : 
Syne the lal^lllcBt fiend he grow that e*cr 

To mortal ee did ky^» 

8T. 
Wheft he the thirden thse can B^ty 

To Mary's son she pray'd. 
And the laidljr df was dean awa, 

And a fair kni|^t hi Us stead.. 

28. 
This fell,aadet a Uadea i^ees^ 

That agaia his sha|pe he fiMiadf 
O' waeMd eare was the word aae aialr, 

A' were sae glad that stoand. 

<< O dearest £lte^ knar tkaotbii^ 

And thoa my wife sal ke^ 
And a' the gpud in merry Eaglmwi' 

Sae fireelyrUi^e. thee. . 

SB 
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90. 

^ Whui I was bot • litkle wee Iwiiii^ 

My mither died ne frae ; 
My ttepmtther neat nic awa frae tier | 

I torD*d tUl an £ym Gra^ 

" To thy JuBbaiid I a glH will «le» 
lyi* mickle state and gear. 

As mends for Kline his haswifef— • 
Thou*8 be my beartis dear* 



n 

V* 



** Thou nobil knyght, we thaak paw God 

That has fireed os frae sluiitb i 
Sae wed thoa thee a maiden ftee. 

And joy attend ye baith I 

S$. 
** Sin I to thee na maik can be. 

My dochter may be thine i 
And thy gnde will right to fiiliUy 

Lat this be our proplne*" 

" I thank thee, £lfaie, thou wile woBaa } 
My praise th> worth sail hae{ 

And tb> love gin I fail to win, 
Thon here at hame sail stay." 

3A. 

T^e husbande Mggit now on his te. 
And naeane wroughl him wrangi 
is dochter wore crown in t&ogelaad. 
And happy liT'd and laiy. 

Now Ellne the hasbaade^s faaswlfe has 

Coar'd a* her grief and harms i 
She's mither to a oot>lf queen 

That sleeps in a klqgls anni* 
2 
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GLOSSARY. 



St. 1. Wold, a wood; a woody 

fastness. 
Husbande, from the Dan. hos, 
with, and bondCf a villain» or 
bondsman, who was a caltiya* 
tor of the ground, and could 
not quit the estate to which he 
was attached, without the per- 
mission of his lord. This is the 
tense of the word, in the old 
Scottish records. In the Scot* 
tish <^ fiurghe Laws," trans- 
lated from the Rej, Majesty 
(Auchinleck MS. in the Ady. 
Lib.) it is used indiscriminate- 
ly with the Dan. and Swed. 
hondi, 

Biggf build. 

Ligg^ lie. 

Baes, does. 

2. Sham, wood* 

Sairty, sorely. 

S. Alky oak. 

Groutomef terrible. 

Bald, bold. 

Kipplet, (couples,) beams joined 
at the top, for supporting a 
roof, in building. 

Bawhs, balks ; cross beams. 

Moil, laborious industry. 

Sp€er*df asked. 

Knock, hillock. 

5. FTdesi, smallest. 



Oean'd, shrunk, diminished; from 
the Gaelic, criemy very small* 

Immert, emmit ; ant. 

Ckrirtian, used in the Danish bal- 
lad8> &c. in contradistinctioB 
to demoniac, as it is in £.nglandy 
in contradistinction to brutes 
in which senise, a person of the 
lower class, in England, would 
call a Jew or a Turh^ a ChriS' 
tian, 

Fley, frighten. 

6. 6tot0r'(2, stared. 
Hald, hold. 

7. Skugg, shade. 
Skaxih, harm. 

8. Nighed, approached. 

9. Yoiols, bowls. 

Toots— in the Dan. tude, is ap- 
plied both to the bowling of a 
dog, and the sound of a horn. 

ScraichSy screams. 

10. Laidly, loathly; disgusting- 
ly ugly, 

Grrtm, fierce. 

11. Winnock, window. 
Mint, aim at. 

12. Coost, cast. 
Chalmer, chamber. 
Maist, most. 
Ava, of all. 

13. IVort^art, Qorthward. 
Trow, believe. 
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14. BraiiSf strides quickly for^ 
ward. 

Wadf would. 

15. Coitn^^ adroit. 
Mony^ many. 
Well'waUd^ well choiea. 

17. An, if. 
Side^ abide. 
Itetnmam^ mistress. 

18. NagaUf nowise. 

19. Couth^ could ; knew how to. 
Lat he, let alone. 

Ou<f«, goods « property. 
2D. Jneatk^ beneath. 
DtpalUng'$tead, dweliing-plaoe. 
SI. Sariff ^rrowfol- 
fi«<ie, coQOsel ; consultation. 
^orfaim, forlorn; lost ; gone, 
I^f (^erb nent.) be lost; pe« 

rish. 
S9. WiU of rede, bewildered in 
thooght t in the Danish origi- 

nal ** vUdraadiger Lat. '* in- 
op8conjtfti;"Gr. Virojaw. This 
expression is left among the 
desiderata in the Glossary to 
Rit8on*B Romances, and has 
never been explained, it is 
obsolete in the Danish as well 
as in English. 

Fare, go. 

83. Riu2, red of the cheek, 

CUvCdf in the Danish, klev^t $ , 
(which, in the north of Bng« 
land, is still in use, as the word 
starved is with us ;) brought to 
a dying state. It is used by 
our old comedians. 

MMfm, grief i as in the original 



and in the old Teutonic, Eag- 
lislb and Scottish poetry. 
84. TToe/w, Woeful, 
if ooify, strongly and wilfully pas- 
sionate. 
Ret0, take ruth ; pity. 
UnseeUf, unhappy s ymhlcst. 
Wierd, fate. 

Fa, (IseL Dan. and Swed.) take^ 
get ; acquire ; procure ; have 
for my lot. — This Gothic verb 
answers, in its direct and se- 
condary significations, exactly 
to the Latin capio ; and Allan 
Ramsay was right in his defi- 
nition of it. It is quite a dif- 
ferent word from fa\ an ab» 
breyiation of Jall^ or befall ; 
and is the principal root in 
r ANOBir» to fangf talce, or lay 
hold of. 
S&. Fay, faith. 
Mold, mould ; earth. 
Jfa<, mote; might. 
Ifoiin, mosL 
MeU, mix. 

El, an elf. This term, in the 
Welch, signifies what has in i£- 
self the power of motion ; a mo- 
ving principle ; an intelligence; 
a ifirit; an angel. In the He~ 
brew. It bears the same import. 
S6. Misted, attempted; meant; 
shewed a mind, or intention to. 
The original is : . 

« 

" Hand mindte hendc forst— og 
anden gang ;— - 
Hun giordis i hiortet sa vee t 
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End blef hand den leditte diefvel 

Mand kunde med oyen see. 
Ber hand vilde minde den tredie 
gang," &c* 

Syth, tide ; time. 
Kythf appear. 

88. Stound, hoar ; time ; mo- 
ment. 

89. Merry, (old Tent, meri,) fa- 
mous; renowned; answering^ 
in its etymological meaning* 
exactly to the Latin maciui. 
Hence merry-men, as the ad- 
dress of a chief to bis follow- 
ers ; meaning not men of mirth, 



bat of renown. The term is 
found in its original sense in 
the Gael, mdr, and the Welsh 
motor, great ; and in the oldest 
Teat. Romances, mar, mer, and 
mei-e, have sometimes the same 
signiiicatiofi. 

31 . Mends, amends t recompence. 

33. Muik, match ; peer | equah 

Propine, pledge'; gift. 

36. 9e, an island of (he second 
magoitiide ; an island of the 
first magnitude beii^ called a 
land, and one of the tkird mag- 
nitude a hohn, 

36. Co«r*dy recoyer'd. 
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GHAISrS WARNING. 



TKAHILATBD VROM TBB DAHISH KJBMPE TISBR, p. 7Sl. 

By the permMom if Mr JoMieson^ thU baUad u added from the 
Mome euriaiu CoUeetimu It C4mtains tome poMtaget of great 
patkou 



Spend DyriHg hand rider eig ep mnder S), 

(Vmrijeg uiver umg) 
Ikrfouti hand t^ f«i veil m *i82. 

(Uig lytter udi hmden at rid^) &€• 



Child Djriif bai ridden him np under de,* 

^ilfid gin I wert young I) 
There wedded he him sae fair f a may. 

(P the greenwood it Utts me to ride.) 



• ** Under de.*'— 'The original expression has been presenred 
here and elsewhere, because no other coald l>e found to supply 
Its place. There is just as much meaning in it in the translation 
as in the original i but it is a standard Danish ballad phrase, and 
as such, it is hoped, will be allowed to pass. 

+ ^ Fair. **— The Dan. and Swed. twa, ven, or venni, and the 
GaSI. 6dfi, in the oblique cases bhdn (v4n,) is the origin of the 
Scottish bonny ^ which has so much puzzled ail the etymologists. 
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Thegither they Uv'fl for leven lang year, 

(Aid 0, 4«.) 
And they leveii bllros hae gotten in fere. 

{V tAe greentvood^ ^t,) 

Sae Death*8 come there intill that steady 
And that wioBome lily flower ib dead. 

That swain he has ridden him up under oe. 
And syne he Ins married anither may. 

He's married a may, and he*s fessen her hame ; 
But she was a grim and a laidly dame. 



When into the casteU court dra^e 8he» 

The seven bairns stuid wi' the tear in their ec« 

The bairns they stood wi' dale and dout: 



Kor ale nor mead to the bairnies she gave i 
*' But hanger and bate frae me ye*8 have*? 

She took frae them the bowster- bUie^ 

hsA said, " Ye sail ligg i* the bare st|«e 2". 

She took frae them the groff wax light r 
Says> " N ow ye sail ligg i' the |n|vK a* pight !" 

Twas laag I' the night, and the bairnies grat : 
Their mitber she under the mools heard that ; 

That heard the wife under the eard that lay » 
" Forsooth maun I to my bairnies gae f' 



r»». 



That wKe ran stand up at our lord's knee, 
Aad ** may 1 gang aod my bairnies see?^' 



• 
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She pricged MM iftlry and the prigged iae ItQK, 
That he at the last gae her lea^e to gaa^* 

** Aad thoo fall cooie back whaa tha each daai araw. 
For thoa aae lai^er lall bide awa*** 

Wi* her banei na ilark, a bovt ihe fae I 
She's rWenbaith wa* and marble gray.* 

Whan near to the dwalliag the caa ga^g^ 
The dogi they wow'd till the lift it rang. 

Whan ihe cane till the caltall yctt> 
Her ddcit dochter stood thereat. 

^ Why staad ye heie, dear dochter mine ? 
How are sma brithcfs and sisten thine }** 

** For sooth ye'rt a woman baith fkir and fine » 
Bat ye are nae dear mlther of mine." 

^Och! how shoold I be fine or Ihir ? 

My cheek it ii pale, and tha ground's my lair." 

^ My mlther was white, wl' lire saa red i 
Bat than art wan, and liker aae dead/* 

^ Och ! how sfaoald I be white and red, 
Sae lang as I've been caald and dead?*' 



• The original of this and the following stanaa i 8 very fine 

" Han akfld op siad modigd been, 

Der revenedd moor og graa manaonteea." 

«< Der haa gik igeanem den by. 
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When she cam till the chalmer in, 
Down the baitte* cheeks the tean did tltu 

She bnikit the tane, add ghe bntthM it there ; 
She liem'd and plaited the tithet^ft hftif. 

The thirden she doo^M vptOk htt ka&t, ' 
And the fonrthen • • • • • 

She's ta'en the fiften apon her lap, 
AndsweeUy •♦•♦•• 

Till her eldest dochter syne said she, 

" Ye bid Child Dyring come here to me." 

Wlvui he cam till the chalmer in, 
Wi* angry mood she said to him : 

** 1 left yon ronth o* ale and bread $ 
My baimies qoail for hnqger and need. 

^* I left ahind me braw bowsters blaei 
My baimies are liggin i' the bare strae. 

** I left ye sae mony a groff wax light ; 
My baimies ligg i' the mark a* night. 

« Gin aft I come back to visit thee, 
Wae, dowy, and weary thy lack shall be." 

Up spak little Kfarstin in bed that layi 
" To thy baimies I'll do the best I may." 

Ay when they heard the dog nir and bell, 
Sae gae they the baimies bread and ale. 
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Ay whao the dof did wow, in harte 

Thej cro»*d and miii*d tlwiiiielltft«e Ue ghabl. 

Ay wban the little dog yowl'd wi' ter, 

(Jnd O gm I were ff«mmg I) 
They ibook at the tboaglit that the dead was near* 

(I^tkegreenmood Uhmimeio ride,) 

•r, 

CFair worie Me wtmig a Aeort <A«y cheer.) 



J 



NOTES TO <:JANT0 FOURTH, 



S51 



GLOSSARY. 



St. I: May, maid. 
lAstSf pleases. 
9* Stead, place* 

3. Bairns, children* 
Inferoy together. 

Winsome^ engaging; givin|[jo3r, 
(old Teat.) 

4. 5t/ne, then. 

5. Fessen^ fetched ; brought. 

6. Vrave, drove. ' 

7. Dule, sorrow. 
JOoutf fear. 

9. Bowster^ bolster ; cushion ; bed. 
Bhe^ blae. 

Strae, straw. 

10. Groff, great ; large in girt. 
JIfarfc, mirk ; dark. 

11. Lang t* the night, late. 
Orat, wept. 

Moots, mould ; earth. 

12. Eard, earth. 
Goe, go. 

14. Priggedy entreated earnestly 
and peT8everingly« 

Gang, go. 

15. Craw, crow. 

16. Banes, bones* 
Stark, strong. 

Bowt, bolt; elastic spring, like 
that of a bolt or arrow from a 
bow. 



Riven, split asunder. 
Wa% wall. 
17. Wow*d, howled. 
Lift, sky ; firmament ; aiu 
18* Yett,gate, 
10. Sma, small. 
92» Lire, complexion. 

23. Cold, cold. 

24. nil, to. 
Bin, run. 

25* Buskit, dressed. 
Kem'dj combed. 
Tither, the other. 

28. Routhj plenty; 
Quat7« are quelled ; die. 
Need, want. 

29. Ahind, behind. 
Braw, brave ; fine. 
Si Dowtf, sorrowful. 

33. Nirr, snarl. 
Bell, bark. 

34. Sained, blessed ; literally, 
signed with the sign of. the 
cross. Before the introduc- 
tion of Christianity, Runes 
were used in saining, as a spell 
against the power of enchant- 
ment and evil genii. 

Ghaist, ghost. 
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Note VII. 
Up spoke the moody Elfin King^ 
Who worCd within the hilL-^U XII. p. 160. 

In a long dissertation npon the Fairy superstition, publish- 
ed in the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border, the most valuable 
part of which was supplied by my learned and indefatigable 
friend Dr John Leyden, most of the circumstances are collect- 
ed which can throw light upon the popcdar belief which even 
yet prevafls respecting them in Scotland. Dr Grafaame^ au- 
thor of an entertaining work upon the Scenery of the Perth- 
shire Highlands, already frequently quoted, has recorded, with 
great accuracy, the peculiar tenets held by the Highlanders on 
this topic, in the vicinity of Loch-Katrine. The learned au- 
thor is inclined to deduce the whole mytholqgy from the Dru* 
idical system,— on opinion to which there are many objeo- 
tions. 

** The Daoine Shi^^ or Men of Peace of the Highlanders, 
though not absolutely malevolent, are believed to be a peevish, 
repining race of beings, who, possessing themselves but a scan- 
ty portion of happiness, are supposed to envy mankind their 
more complete and substantial enjoyment. They are suppo- 
sed to enjoy, in their subterraneous recesses, a sort o£ shadowy 
happiness, — a tinsd grandeur; which, however, they would 
williBgly exchange for the more solid joys of mortality. 

^ They are believed to inhabit certain round grassy emi- 
nences, where they celebrate their noctumid festivities by the 
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Ughi of the moon. About a mile beyond the source of the 
Forth, above Lochoon, there ia a place called Coirshi^anf or 
the Cove of the Men of Peace, which is still supposed to be a 
favourite place of their residence. In the neighbourhood, are 
to be seen many round conical eminences; particularly one, 
near the head of the lake, by the skirts of which many are still 
afraid to pass after sunset. It is believed, that if, on Hallow* 
eve, any person, alone, goes round one of these bills nine times, 
towards the left hand (iinittrorgum)^ a door shall open, by 
which he shall be admitted into their subterraneous abodes. 
Many, it is said, of mortal race have been entertained ia 
their secret recesses. There they have been received into the 
most splendid apartments, and regaled with the most sump- 
tuous banquets, and delicious wines. Their females surpass 
the dai^hters of men in beauty. The seemingfy happy inha- 
bitants pass their time in festivity, and in danckig to notes 
of the softest music. But unhappy is the mortal who joins in 
their jc^, or ventures to partake of their dainties* By this in- 
dulgence, he forfeits for ever the society of men, and is bound 
down irrevocably to the condlticm of a Shi'ich, or man of 
peace. 

** A woman, as is reported in the Highland tradition, was 
conveyed, in days of yore, into the secret recesses of the men 
of peace. There she was recognised by one who had former- 
ly been an ordinary mortal, but who had, by some fatality, be- 
come associated with the Shi'ichs. This acquaintance, still 
retaiping some portion of human benevolence, warned her of 
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her dusger, and eomuelled her, as she valaed her liberty, to 
riMtnn from eating and drinking with them, for a certain space 
of time. She complied with the coonsel of her friend ; and 
when the period assigned was elapsed, she found herself again 
tipon earth, restored to the society of mortals. It is added, 
that when she examined the viands which had been presented 
to her, and which had appeared so tempting to the eye, they 
were found, now that the enchantment was removed, to con* 
sistonly of the refuse of the earth/'-rP. 107—111. 

Note vnr. 

Why toundt yon ttroke on beech and oaky 

Our fnoonlight circle $ screen 9 
Or who comti here io ehace the deer, 
Beicved of our Elfin Queen ?— St. XII. p. 161. 
It has been already observed, that fairies, if not positively 
malevdent, are o^cious, and easfly ofiended. They are, like 
other proprietors of forests, peculiarly jealous of their rights 
of vert and tfeiiMOfi, as appears from the cause of offence ta- 
ken, in the original Danish ballad. This jealousy was also an 
attribute of the northern Duergar^ or dwarfs; to many of 
whose distinctions the fairies seem to have succeeded, if, in- 
deed, they are not the same dass of beings. In the huge me- 
trical record of German chivalry, entitled the Helden-Bnch, 
Sir Hildebrand, and the other heroes of whom it treats, are 
engaged in one of their most desperate adventures, from a 
rai^ violation of the rose-garden of an Elfin, or Dwarf King. 
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There are yet traces of a bdief in this worst and most malid- 
ous order of Fairies among the Border Wilds. Dr Leyden has 
introduced such a dwarf into his ballad entitied the Cout oT 
Keeidar, and has not ibrgot his characterise detestation of 
the chaoe. 

<< The third blast that yoons Keddar blew» 

Still stood the limber fern. 
And a wee man, of swarthy hoe. 

Upstarted by a cainu 

«« His maset weeds were brown as heath. 

That clothes the upland fell; 
And the hair of his head was fri^aly red/ 

As the |>iirple heather-bell. 

** An vttiAn^ clad in prickles M, 

CluDi; cow'riog to his arm; 
The hounds they howl'd, and backward fled, 

As struck by fairy charm. 

<^ Why rises high the stag-hoond's cry» 

Where stag* bound ne'er should be ? 
Why wakes that born the silent mom. 

Without the leaye of nae ? 

** Brown dwarf, that o'er the mulrland strays, • 

Thy name to Keeldar tell I**— 
" The Brown Man of the Muirs, who stays 

Beneath the heather-bell* 

" 'Tis sweet beneath the heather-bell 

To live in autumn brown ; 
And sweet to hear the la^'rocks swell. 

^*ar, tar from tower and town. 
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<< But woe b^jide tbe •hrillu^ horn, . 

The chace*8 inrly cheer I 
And ever that hmiter ii toflom^ 

Whoa int at sera I hew." 

The poetical picture here given of the Duergar oomtpondb 
exactly with the following Northumbrian legend* with which 
I was Uitely favoured bj my learned and kind friend, Mr Snr- 
tees of Mainsfcvth, who has bestowed indefatigable labour upon 
the antiquities of the English border eouAtses, The subject is 
in itself so curious, that the length of the note will, I hope^ be 
pardoned. 

** I have only oae record to trffer of theappeanmoe of our 
Northumbrian Duergar. My narratrix is Elizabeth Cockbum, 
an old wife of Offerton, jp tlyn oountf, wl^we cred^ ina case 
of thiskindy will not, I hope, be much impeached, when I add, 
that she is» by her dull neighbourly, supposed to be occasionally 
insane, but, by herself, to be at those times endowed with a &- 
culty of seeing visions, and spectral appearances, which shun 
the common ken. 

^ In the year before the great rebellion, Irwo young men from 
Newcastle were sporting on^the hig^ moors above Elsdon, and 
after pursuing their game several hours, sat dawn to dine, in a 
green glen, near one of the mountain streams. After their re> 
pasty the younger lad ran to the brook for water, and after 
stooping to drink, was surprised, on lifting bis head again, by 
the appearance of a brown dwarf, who stood on a crag cover- 
ed with brackens, acrosa Ae bum. Tln» axtiraordinaiy per- 

11 
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WMOg^ MA not apptar to be above half the stature of a com- 
moa ntaiiy but was vacomBnndy stout and broad bulk, having 
Ibe app^alnmce of vast fltreagbh. His dress wta entirely brown, 
die ooiiMir of thefarackenfi> and his head oovered with frizzled 
Md hair. His oounteoanoe Mfps expressive of the most savage 
ferocity, and his eyes glared like a bull. It seems, he address^ 
ed the young man first, threatening him with his vengeance, 
for having trespassed on his demesnes, and asking him, if he 
knew in whose presence he stood ? The youth re|^ed, that 
he now supposed hzm to be the lord of the moors ; that he of- 
fended through %norance; and o&red to bring him the game 
he bad kiUed. The dwarf was a little mollified by this sub- 
misstoii, but remarked« that nothing could h» more odensive 
to hm than such an ofier j as he considered the wild anim^ 
as hit salyects^ -and never faiied to avenge their destruction. 
He caideaBended further to inform him, that he was« like Imh 
«M, mortal, though of years far exceeding the lot of commoo 
hiunani^; and (what I should not have had an i(]^ of) that 
he hoped for aa^vatioD* He never, he added^ fed on any thinig 
duA had lii^ but lived, in the sumiaery on whortleberries and 
in winter^ on nuts and appfcesi of which he had great store ia 
the woods. Finally, he juwited his new acquaintance to ao- 
aompany hitn houe^ and parti^ his hospitality ; an offer 
wfakh the yeufch was go the point 0f accepting, and was just 
goiBf 16 ^nng across the baook, (whieh if he had done, sajs 
Elizabeth, the dwarf would certainly have torn him in pieces,^} 
when his foot was arrested by the voice of his companion, 

2C 
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who dxnight he tarried lo^g $ and on kwldiig round i^gaui» 
" tbe wee hfown man was fled." The stoiy addi^ that he 
was impnident enough to riight the admonition, and to tfoit 
over the mooriy on his wi^ homewards i btrt, soon after hv 
return, he ftll mfeo a liqgering dnofder, and died witiiin the 
^ear." 

Note IX. 
Or mho mmf dart on wM to mtar 

The finrt^i fatal grteiur^^ XII. p. 161. 
As the Daoine Shi^^ or Men of Peace, wore green habiti^ 
they were supposed to take ofiisnoe when any mortah ven- 
tured to assume their favourite colour. Indeed, from some 
reason, which has been, perhaps, <Mrtginally a general superBti^ 
tion, grun is held in Scotland to be unlucky to partioular 
tribes and counties. The Caithness men, who hoU this be- 
lief, allege, as areason, that their bands wore that colour when 
they were eut off at the battle of Flodden; and for the same 
reason they avoid crossing the Ord on a Bionday, beiqg thft 
day of the week on whidi their JU^>mened army set forth. 
Green is also disliked by those of the name of OgQvy \ but 
more especially is it held fiital to the whole dan of Grahame* 
It is remembered of an aged gentleman of that name, that 
when his horse fell in a ibx*chase^ he accounted for it afeonoe^ 
by observing, that the whip-oord attached to his lash was of 
to unludy colour. 
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NoteX. 
For ikou wert ckriitem'd man^-^SL XIL p. 161. 
The Elves were suppoeed greatly to envy the privil^es a^ ( 

quired by ChristiAii initiatioiiy and they gave to those mortab « 

^1^ had &Uen into their power, a certain precedence! AHind* 
ed ii^pon this advantageous distinction* Tamlaney in the old 
baUady describes lijs own rank in the faiiy procession :— 

** For I ride on a milk-white steed. 

And aye nearest the towo $ ' 

Because I was a chrbtened kniglit, 
hey gie me tliat renown." 

I pcesum^ that* in the Danish ballad, the obstinacy of the 

** Weicst Elf/' who would not flee for cross or stgn, is to be 

derived fiom the dicumstance of his having been " christened 
ft 



How eager the elves were to obtain for their offipring the 
prerogatives of Christianity, will be proved by the fo]k>wing 

« 

story : ^ In the district called Haga, in Iceland, dwelt a noble- 
man called Sigward Forster, who had an intrigue with one of 
the subterranean females. The elf became pregnant, and ex« 
acted fimm her lover afinn promise that he would procure the 
baptism of the infimt At the appointed time, the mother 
came to the church-yard, on the wall of which she pteced a 
golden cupi and a stole for the priest, agreeable to the custom 
of making an oflering at baptism. She then stood a little 
apart* When the priest left the church, he enquired the 



L 
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meaning of what he saw, and demanded of Sigward, if he 
avowed himself the ftther of the chid. But Sigward, ashamed 
of the coimectioB, denied the paternity. He was then interro- 
gated if he desired tiMk the child shonkl be baptisBd; but 
thia ako he answered in the migatife, leat, by soeh request, he 
ahooM admit hfasself to be the fcthdr. On which the child 
was \t4k mfitonched, and on baptiae d . Whereupon the motliery 
in extreme wrath, onatdted «p the infiuit and the ci^, and r»> 
tired, leaving the priestly oope, of which fragments are still in 
preservation. But this female denounced and imposed upon 
Sigward, and his posterity, to the ninth generation, a singular 
disease, with which many of his descendants are afflicted at 
this day." Thus wrote Einar Gudmund, pastor of the parish 
of Garpsdale, in lodand, a man pro fo wwHy versed in leaning, 
from whose manuscript it was e xtr acted by the learned Te»« 
fseus. — Ihstoria Hrolfi Krakii^ HafnuSf 171 5, pre^fio. 

l^ote XL 
Andgaify ihinaihe/trifyhmd; 

But all is glistening «Aov.-— St XT. p. V69, 
No fact respecting Pairy-laad seems to be better ascertain^ 
ed dian the fantastic abd fflnsoiy nature of their lipparent 
pleasure and splendour. It has been already noticed, in die 
fbrmer quotations fi-om DrGfshame'tf entertsbiiiig vdurae^ and 
may be confirmed by the fbitowtng Highland tradition. ** A 
woman, whose new-bom child had been conveyed by them in* 
to their secret abodb^ was also carried thither herself, to r0- 
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■uaOf however, only until she should suckle her infant* She, 
one daVf during this period, observed the Shi'ichs. busily em* 
^yed in misng various ingredients in a boiling cauldron; 
andf as soon as the ooroposition was prepared, she remarked 
41^ they all carefully anointed their eyes with k, kying th6 

• remainder aside for future use. In a moment when they 
were all absent, she also attempted to anoint her eyes with 
the precious drug, but had time to apply it to one eye only, 
when the Xh/oint Shi returned. But With that eye she was * 
lieaoeforth enabled to see every thing as it really passed in 
their secret abodes :-*Hrike saw every objeell, not as she hither- 
to had done, in deceptive splendour and elegance^ but in its 

- genuine colours and fonn. The ^uidy ornaments of the apart- 
Baent were reduced to the waUs of a gM>niy cavern. Soon 
alieri having discharged her office, she was dismissed to her 
own home. Still, however, she retained the faculty of seeing^ 
with her medicated eye, every thing that was done, any where 
in her presence, by the deceptive art of the order. One day« 
amidst a throng of people, she chapced to observe the Sh^ieh^ 
w^man of peace, in whose possession she had left her child ; 
thov^h to every other eye invisiUe. Prompted by maternal 
afiection, she inadvertently accosted- him» and began to ei^ 
quire aiier the weliare of her chikL The man of peace, a»> 
tonished at being thus recognised by one of mortal race^ de- 
manded how she had been enabled to discover him. Awed 
by tfeeterrible frown of his eoentwancet ahe aaknowledged 
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whit flbe Ml done. He gpet in ber eye, aad eiti^giiiBhed it 
tot efer."-— Grahamk's Sketeke$t p. lie— 118. It h verf 
ranarhafaley that this story, tmuiiited by Dr CMunne from 
popuhr Gielic tnditiony h to befixnid in the Otie hnperinKe 
of GcfVBse of TBbnrj* A work of great interest m%fat be 
compiled opon the origin of popular Scdon, and the transmn- 
sion of sioular tales from age to i^ge, and fiom oonntry to oocm^ 
toy. The mytfadlpgy of one period would then appear to pass 
into the romance of tiie mat century, and that into the nur- 
sery-taleofthesiAMeqaentageB. Sodi an investigation, while 
it went greatly to diminish our ideas of the richness of human 
invention, would also shew, that these fictions, however wild 
and childish, possess such charms for the pqidace, as oiable 
them to penetrate into countries unconnected by manners and 
language, and having no apparent intercourM^ to afford the 
means of transmission. It would carry me far beyond my 
bounds, to produce instances of this community of fable» 
among nations who never borrowed from each other any thing 
intrinsically worth learning. Indeed the wide diiHision of po- 
pdar fictions may be compared to the fadlify with whidi 
straws and feathers are disperMd abroad by the wind, while 
valuable metals cannot be transported without trouble and hh 

hour. There lives, I believe, only one gentlemani whose ui^ 

' . ■ ... 

limited acquaintance with this subject might enable bnn to do 

it justice ; I mean my friend Blr Francis Douce, ci the Bri- 
tish Museum, whose usual kindness will, I hope, parde» my 

9 



.^^^ «-■. 
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mentioning his namet while on a gubject to closely connected 
with hia extensive and curious researches. 



NoteXn. 
•J fttfi^ doofn in a sinful Jrdnf^ 



And ^ttoixt Ufe and death wot tnatck'd amayi 
To thejoyUufainf bower. 
The suljects of Fairy Land were recruited from tiie regions 
of humanity by a sott of ^rin^ing system, which extended to 
adults as well as to in&nts. Many of those who were in this 
world supposed to have dischaiged the debt of nature, had 
only become denizens of the ^ Londe of Faery." In the beau- 
tiful faiiy Romance of Orfee and Heurodiis (Orpheus and £u- 
lydice) in the Auchinleck MS. is the following ^(triking enu- 
meration of persons thus abstracted from middle earth. Mr 
Ritson unfortunately pi4>lished this romance from a copy in 
which the following, and many other highly poetical passages^ 
do not occur ; 



** Then he gan bibolde aboute al, 

And seighe ful liggeand within the wal, 

Of folk that wer tbidder ^-brought, 

And thoaght dede and ne're nought ; 

Some stode witbouten hadde ; 

And SBID none armes nade ; 

And Bum tburch the bodi hadde wounde ; 

And sum lay wode y-bouode ; 

And sum armed on hors sete ; 

And ram astraogled as thai et« ; 



^ 
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AmA mtm war in valtf impcjiC > 
And sum with ire al for^hrejnt ; 
WWes ther lay od childe bedde ; 
Sam dede, and ram awedde { 
Aad wonder fele ther l^y bciidesy 
Right as thai sl^pe her undertides ; 
Eehe was thns in this warld y-nome» 
Withfturithidery. 



Note XIII. 

Tkm^ tpmee rnnd lam the Uag me lend. 



Who 490t rteJ^d vAere, k$mj at' mk€n, 

The promlingjbx tww irapfgd mm! «AiMi««-St XXX. p^ IBS. 

St Mm actuBOy 9m& this iBiMtntfott when engi^ied in 
conAniiig the pka of law p ro p oo e d Ibr the m^rtonate Barf of 
StndSMd: ** It ww tme^ we gifeJaw»to hares and deer, be- 
came they are beasts of chaee; but it was never accoonted 
either cruelty or fool play, to knodc loKes or wolves on the 
head as they can be found, because they are beasts of prey.' 
In a word, the law and hunuuuty were alike; the one being 
more fallacious, and the other more barbarous, than in any age 
had been vented in such an autharity.'''-*CLABSiax)N's Hi$^ 
tary of the Rebellion. Oxford, 1702. fbL voL I. p. 183. 



Note XIV. 

'hit Highland cheetp 



The hardened Jlesh tf mouMmtthdeerr^t, XXXL p. U6. 
The Scottish Highlanders, in former times, had a concise 
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xndde of cotAkig their venidODy or rather of dispensing with 
Gooking itf which a{q[»ews;greatly to have surprised the French^ 
whom chance made acquainted with it. The Vidame of Char* 
tres» when a hostage in Englaod, iduring the reign of Edward 
VI., was pemnCted to travel into Scotland, and penetrated aa 
far as to the remote Highlands, (oti fai fond da Saufoaget,) 
After a great hnntnig partj» at which a most wonderfid quan* 
tity of gam^ was des t r oye d, he saw these Se^fitM iooaget d*» 
votir a part of tlyeir venison raw, without any further prepanh 
tisn than compressing it between two battons of wdod^ so aa 
to force out the blood, and render it extremdiy hard* This ^ley 
reckoned a great delicacy; and when the Vidame partook of 
it, Ms oompUanoe wkh their taste rendered him extremely po* 
pular. This curious trait of nranneirs was coDnnumcated by 
Mone. de Moonnorency^ a gre^t friend of the Vidame, to BraiK 
tome, by whom k is recorded in Via dn Hdmmei Ilkutrti 
Dkeeur$, LXXXIX. ait. 14. Thepfocesa by which the nw 
veniaon was rendered eatable ia described very minntely in the 
rcnumce of Pereefbrest, whero Eatonne, a Scottish kni^^ifc-ei- 
rant, having slain a deer, saya to his compankm Claudius; 
^ Sir^ or mangerear vous et moy aussi. Voire si nous anions 
de fen, dit Claudias. Par Fame de raon pare, diat Estmme^ 
ie vous atoumeniy et cnimy ala manierede nostrepays conme 
poor chenalier errant Lon tiia son espee et sen vint a la 
btencfae dung aibre, et y fiut vug grmit trou, et puis ted al 
branche bien dsux piedst et boute la ciiiMe du oerf entsedcux. 
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el puis prant le lieol de ion cheval el en 1 je b branohe el de* 
•tninl ti Ibct que k sang el les humeiin de b dudr flpfllent 
hofg el dflincure le chur doulce el leicfae. Lon pienl la eWr 
eloeleiuilecairetki duure demeuie aoau- fakuMJie oemme 
ti oe ftm dung cJuypon. Donl disi m CUnuKin, Sire ie la 
fous ay coMle a la guiw de men ptyn, jmm ear ponei manger 
faaidTenuDt, car ie mangeray premier. LorBmetaamaiDaM 
teOeen mg Uea quO y aiioil» el tire hoiB id el poudrede 
poiine el gingembre^ mesle enaemMe, et le iecte deuHn, et 1» 
Aote aus bieii fofft» puis ie oouppe a moytiey el en donne • 
Claudias Tune dea pieces, el pais men en Tantre aussi aauon* 
reuaemenl qnfl est addit qne il an fieisl la poddre vdler* 
Quanl dandiut ymt qaSL le mangeotl de tel gonsl il en prini 
gnml finn elanunence a manger IreBvoalenlierB, el dial a Ea« 
tonne : Flar I'ame de moy ie ne mangeay oncqucemais dediair 
atoumee de Idle goiae: maia domenauant ie ne me retoume- 
foyepaahorsdemondieminparauairlacnile. Sire^dialEai 
taunef quam ie suii en deaera d'Esooiae* donl ie auiaseigneiuv 
ie dmandiaisy hnil ioura ou quinze que ie n'entreray en diaa- 
Id ne en maiaon, el ai ne yerray feu ne personne viuant fata 
que beslet sauuagea, el de cellea mangeray atoumees en eeale 
manieie, et mienlx me plaira que la.viande de I'empereur. 
Aiad aen vonl maqgeant el dieuauchtol iuaquea ad<»c quila 
arriucmil tur une moult bdle fontaine qui eatoil en vne valeew 
Quanl Balonne la vit il dial a Claudius, allons boire a oesia 
Orbeunona, dialEftonnet duMre que le grant dieu 
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a ppumai a toutei gens, et qui me plaitt mieiilx que les oo> 
niobes d'Ang^eteRe."—!^ J^e$elegante Hyttoire du tremoble 
Roy PerceforaU Paris, l^Sl, foL tome I. foL Iv. Ten. 

After ally it may be doubted whether la ekaire noiireef for 
so the French called the venison thus summarily prq^aiedf was 
any thing more than a mere rude kind of deer-ham* 



»^^ 
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NoteL 

Nor then claimed Sffoereignty ku^due, 

While Albenyy toith feeble hand. 

Held borrott^d truncheon of cam»anii.— *St« VI. p. 19& 
There is scarcely a more disorderly period in Scottish Ills'* 
tory than that which succeeded the battle of Flodden, and oc- 
cupied the minority of James V. Feuds of andent standing 
broke out like old wounds, and every quarrel among the inde- 
pendent nobility, which occurred daily, and almost hourly, gave 
rise to fresh bloodshed. '* There arose/' says Pltscottie, ''great 
trouble and deadly feuds in many parts of Scotland, both in 
the north and west parts. The Master of Forbes, in the north, 
slew the Laird of Meldrum under tryst, (i. e. at an agreed and 
secured meeting :) Likewise^ the Laird of Drununelxier slew 
the Lord Fleming at the hawking; and, likewise, there was 

sknigbter among many, other great lords*" p^ 131. NorifBs 

11 



400 N0T£8 TO CAKTO FIFTH. 

the uMer mucfa DModed aiider govenuBeiit of the Bari of A^ 
gas; lor tboagh he GMued the kii^{ to ride thnwigli aU Scot* 
Uadf ** under pietenoe end cokmr of juitioe, to punish thief 
and tnutaty none were found greater than were in their own 
eampuj* And none at that time durst strive with a Doi^ 
las» nor yet with a X>oi^asrsnian9 fer if thcj did* th^got the 
woiie. There f ow ^ none durst plainae of no extortion, theft» 
leiC nor shu^^iter done to them hy the Douglasses, or their 
men ; in tiiat cause they weie not heard, so long as the Doii|K' 
had the court in guiding.''— IM. p. 183; 



NotelL 
Tke CM, ofpUan mmd rteer heir^ 

The ancient H^Uanden verified in thsir pnctioe the lines 
ofGrayf 

Ad iroD race the monntaio clift naioCain, 

Foes to the geatler gcnios of the plaia { 

For where unwearied lioews matt be fbandy 

With side-long plough to qoell the ffioty groondi 

To tarn the torreat's swift-desccndfa^ flood f 

To taoie the savage, roshlqg from the wood ; 

What wonder if, to patient valour trained, 

They guard with spirit what by streqgth they galn*d| 

Aad while their rocky ranparts round they tee 

The rough abode of want and liberty, 

(As lawless force from confidence will grow,) 

Inralt the plenty of the vales holow 9 

Frtigment «fi tke AlUonee ofEduetHom end O^otmmait. 

SQ.&Tt indeed, was a Crenahf or foiay, fiom bei^g held di^^ 
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gmoefuly that a young cliief was always expected to shew bis 
talents for commaiMl so soon as he assumed it» by leading his 
dan on a successfiil enterprise of this nature, either against 
a neighbouring sc^ for which constant feuds usually furnish- 
ed an apology, or against the Sastenachf Saxons, or Lowland* 
ers, for which no apology was necessary. The Gael, great 
traditionat historians, never forgot that tiie Lowlands had, at 
some remote period, been the property of their Celtic forefin 
thers, which furmshed an ample vindication of all the ravages 
that they could make on the unfortunate districts which lay 
within tibeir reach. Sir James Grant of Grant is in possesion 
of a letter of i^ogy from Cameron of Lochiel, whose men 
had committed some depredation upon a farm called Moines, 
occupied by one <^ the Grants. Lochiel assures Grant, that, 
however the mistake had happened, his instructiotts were pre- 
cise, that the party should foray the province of Moray, (a 
Lowland district,} wheiei as he coolly observes, ^ aU men take 
their prey." 



NotellL 
J only meant 



To shew the reed on which i^ou leant. 

Deeming this path you might punue 

Without a pass from Roderick iM«.— St XL p. 906. 

This incident, like some othor passages in the poem, illus- 
trative of the character of the ancient Gael, is not inu^nEuy, 
but borrowed firom foct. The Highhmders, with the incon- 
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sttteiK^ o£ molt tmtiom in the aune 8tate» weve alternately 
capable of great eiertaoM of generoBity, and of cruel revenge 
andperfidy* The foUowiag itocy I can only quote firom tra* 
ditiOP» but with wch an amiinimy itma thege by wIkxto it«a$ 
oonuiiuiiicatedf ai pemits aie little doubt of itp auftbepticityr 
Early in tbe last centttry» John Guun* a noted Cathepui, oc 
Ejg^ilaad robber, inlested lavemeBa-thiieb aad feyied black 
mail up to the waUe of tbe provincial capital. A gMrriaonwat 
then maintained in thecaatle of that town, aad their pay (ooun* 
tiy banka being unknown) was usually trananatted in'e|>ecii^ 
under the guard of a small escort. It chanced that the officer 
who Goounanded this little parQr was unexpectedly obliged to 
baity about thirty miles firom Inveroeas* at a nuserable inn» 
About njght*fiEdl» a stranger, in the Highland dre8s> and of very 
DtaiKiascsoing ■«■*— *«iw^- entered the «tt«n*^ house. Rgnnrato 
aooommodation being imposaiblet the Engjiahman olGared the 
newly-arrived guest a part of his suppar, which was accepted 
with reluctance. By the conversation, he found his new ac* 
quaintance knew well all the passes of the coontiy, which in- 
duced him eagerly to request his company on the ensuing 
morning. He neither disguised his business and charge, nor 
his apprehensions of that oelebrated freebpoter, John Gunn. 
The Highlander hesitated a moment, and then frankly con- 
sented to be his guide. Forth ibey set in the morning ; and 
in travelling throi^ a solitary and dreary glen, the discourse 
again turned on John Guim. ** Would you like to see him^' 
said the guide ; andy without wa^iog an answer to this alapn* 



wag question, he whislliedy and the English officer, with his 
sBiaU party, were surrounded by a body of Highlanders, whose 
numbers put resistance out bf qUestioti^ Arid who Were all well 
antt^. *^ Atmtig&,^ resuM^ the gtUdb, *< I am that very 
Jbbh Ottrifi by #hoiti ^ou felir^ to be intei^cepted, hud not 
tJ^thoUt cAtiS^ ; fbr I came to the inn last bi^ht with the e^- 
preds (mi^pofte of learning yotir todte, that I atid thy ibllowers 
might ebse ^u of your charge by the road. Bat I &m incapd- 
yte df betraying the trust you reposed in me, and havlrig coh«- 
tihtfid ftnl that you were in my powfer, I can orily dighiiss yod 
ttriplUtifi^recl khd utiinjuTed/' He thfeti gave the oificer dir^Cr 
tiofcls fbr hi3 Journey, atid dl^appedred with his party, as sud- 
denly nt thoy hud predimt^ themselves. 

Mote IV. 
"^' ^ On 6othdiile the inautdering Hne$y 
Whe¥t H&fhtj the efnprAs of the worldy 
bffOte hetbdgte wiiigs unfurled.-"St Xll. p. 207. 
. The toMht which didtharges Itself from Lord Vennachar, 
th^ toWM tmd ea^tmodt of the thrte lake^ which form the 
scehc;^ adjdnilig to the ¥h)saichs, sweeps throu^ a flat and 
dxt(msive mobfy caHed tktehastle. t^pon a small eminence, 
oaUed the Dttii of Bochastle, and indeed oft the pfadii itself, 
are sonm entr^hchmentd which hdve bdeh dboti^ht Homan* 
Th^ is adjac^m to Caltender, k liwe^ villa, fba redd6nee of 
Captf&iii ^airfbul, entitled the Aom&ti Camft 

f B 
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NoteV. 

Su Aere, all vaniageku I standi 

Armedf like thyseff', with nrngk 6raiiiL— St. XH. p. 80S. 
The duellists o£ former times did not always stand upon 
those punctih'os respecting equality of arms» which are now 
judged essential to £ur combat It is trae, that in fonnal com- 
bats in the lists, the parties were, by the judges of the field, 
put as nearly as possible in the same circumstances. But in 
private duel it was often otherwise. In that desperate com- 
bat which was fought between Qudus, a minion of Henry JH 
of France, and Antraguet, with two seconds on each side^ from 
which only two persons escaped alive, Quelus complained that 
his antagonist had over him the advantage of a poniard which 
he used in parrying, while his left hand, which he was forced 
to employ for the same purpose, was cruelly mangled. When 
he charged Antraguet with this H)dds, ^ Thou hast ,done 
wrong," apswered he, ^ to forget thy dagger at home. We 
are here to fight, and not to settle punctilios of armsJ' In a 
similar duel^ liowever, a younger brother of the house of Au* 
bayne, in Angoulesme, behaved more generously on the like 
occasion, and at once threw away his dagger when his enemy 
diallenged it as jm undue advantage. But at this time hardly 
any thing can be conceived ipore horridly brutal and savage, 
than the mode iu which private quarrels were omducted in 
France. Those who were most jealous of the point of bo* 
nour, and acquired the title ot'BaffUUs, did not scruple ta 
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take every advantage of strength, numbers, surprise, and arms, 
to accomplish their revenge. The Sieur de Brantome, to whose 
discourse on duels I am obliged for these particulars, gives the 
following account of the death and principles of his friend, the 
Baron de Vitaux : — 

^ J*ay oui conter h un Tireur d'armes, qui apprit k Millaud a 
en tirer, lequel s'appelloit le Seigneur Jacques Ferron, de la 
ville d'Ast, qui avoit este h moy, il fut despuis tu^ ^ Saincte- 
Besille en Gascogne, lors que Monsieur du Mayne I'assi^gea, 
lui servant dlngfenieur; et de malheur, je I'avois address^ 
audit Baron quelques trois mois auparavant, pour I'exercer k 
tirer, bien qu'il en S9eu8t prou ; mais il n'en fit conte : et le 
laissant, Miliaud s'en servit, et le rendit fort adroit. Ce Sei^ 
neur Jacques done me raconta, qu'il s'estoit monti^ sur un 
noyer, assez loing, pour en voir le combat, et qu'il ne vist ja> 
mais homme y aller plus bravement, ny plus rdsoiument, ny 
de grace plus asseur^e ny d^termin^e. II commen^a de mar- 
cher de dnquante pas ver^ son enneray, relevant souvent ses 
moustaches en baUt d'une main ; et estant ti vingt pas de son 
ennemy, (^non plustost) il mit la main 4 1'esp^e qu'il tenoit en 
la main, non qu'il I'eust tir£:e encore ; mais en marchant, il fit 
Toiler le fourreau en I'air, en le secouans, ce qui est le beau 
de cela, et qui monstroit bien une grace de combat bien as* 
sieur6e et froide, et nuUement t^m^raire, ccxnme il y en a qui 
tireiit leurs esp^s de cinq cents pas de J'ennemy, voire de 
miUe, oomme j'en ay veu aucuns. Ainsi mourut ce brave Ba* 
ron, le parangon de Fraiw^' qu'on nommoit tel, k Uen vender 
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IM queraDeSy par graadM^ dMrnkito r^soliitaMis. 11 ii'» 
toit pu ceuleuciit estim^ en Frenoe^ qmm «ii Itilie» EtpaipM^ 
AilcnMBgne» ea fioulcigae et Aagleiem t et dMinHcm fert ht 
Eatraogen, veaant en Fmnce* le voir ; car je Vmy rtm,, taat la 
renomm^ volloit. 11 estoit fort petit de corpib aaiis Ibitt 
grand de coarage. Ses enAemiui ditoient qu'il m took pas 
bien bm geoB, iiue par advaati^get eC wpecdieiws. Cett^jt 
tiena de grands capitain^Sy et meame d' Italiens, qui toni eatec 
d'autres fbk les premien vcngenn du monde, in 0gnimo^ 
diaoi6nt*ils» qiri ont tenu cette niaxiine» qu'iine siiperchcrie ne 
se devpit payer que par semblaUe monnoyey et n'j aUoit point 
la de d^ahonneHr."~0ei<9rf« de. Brantamt Paris; t787«0« 
Tome Vin. p. 90^^. It may be necessary to inform tibe 
reader^ that this paragon of France was the most foul assasam 
of faiatirae» and \md conuaitted many deq^erate murdere» diie^ 
ly by the aasiatance of his hired bmiditti ; Ucm which it mi^ 
be conceived how little the point of honour of the period d^ 
served its name* I have dioaen to give my lieroesi v^o are 
indeed oi an earlier period, a alrongar tincture of the spirit of 
chivaliy. 

Note VI. 

Ill fared it then with Roderick Dhh 

Thai on theJkkLhi$ targe he ikrew^^^U XV. p. 8il* 

A round taiget of light wood* covered with slvong leatfaetv 

and studded with br^ or ivon^ was a neceasary part of a. 

HIgUandfr's equipment In chaigiag fegular troopa they re» 
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ccrraA ikt tbnnt of the bayonel in thislMK^r, twisted it 
wud/^ amA used tho broad-sword against the encumbered sol- 
dier. Ibtlio etvd war of I745» most of the A^nt-raak of the 
daas wetethm avmed; and Captain G^rose inferms as, that, 
•in ir4r, tbeprivaMB of th&4®d PegimeRt, theft in F)afideis> 
weneibr the meat pait pei'inilted to carry targets — Military 
jtmtifuitieSf yoi I. p, 164. A person thas armed had a eon- 
-siderahle advaatage in private fray. Among verses between 
Swift and Sheridan, lately published by Dr Barrett, there is 
an aoeooat of sudi an encounter, in which the cireiimstaBees, 
waloongequendy the relative saperiori^ of the conbaAiEints, are 
precisely iJie reverse of the«e i» the text : 



A Higblander once fbught a Frenchaian at Mar^gate, 
The wcapoos, a raptier, a back.*»word, andl taifetf 
Brisk Monsieur advanced as fast as he cauld. 
But all his fiiie pushes were caught in the wood. 
And Sautuy, w Uh t>aek-«wcyrd, did slash him and aiefc Ihn, 
While I'otber, enraged tliat he could not ooce prick hfan, 
Cried, '* Sirrah, you rascal, you son of a whore, 

Witt fight yon, be garf if you'll come Arom yoor door. 




*> 



Note VII. 

Jbr» twan^d tAroad hu arms t^ wUHf 
FUz-Jame^$ bladt »m 9a>0rtt and »llueidL«-St. XV. pw S18. 
The use of defensive armour, and particularly of the buck- 
ler or target, was general in Queen Elizabeth's time, although 
that of the liofi^ fa|^ atenifl to have been oeoiakmally prac- 
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much earlier. * Rowland Yorke, h<mever, wbo beteyed 
the fort of Zutpbeo to the Spoiiiardfl* for which .good service 
he was afterwards poisoned by them, is said to have been the 
first wbo broQght the r^>ier-^ght into general use. Fuller, 
speaking of the Swash-bucklers, or bullies of Queen £li»- 
beth's time, says, *' West Smithfield was formerly called Ruf- 
fians' Halls where such men usually met, casually or otherwise, 
to try wuuteries with sword and buckler. More were fri^^ten- , 
ed than hurt, more hurt than killed therewith, it being ac- 
counted unmanly to strike beneath the knee. But since that 
desperate traitor Rowland Yorke first introduced thrusting 
with rapiers, sword and buckler are disused." In The Two 
Angry Women of Abingdon, a oomedy, printed in 1599, we 
have a pathetic complaint : — ** Sword and buckler fight begins 
to grow out of use. I am sorry for it : I shall never see good 
manhood again. If it be once gone, this poking fight of rapier 
and dagger will come up; then a tall man, and a good sword 
and buckler man, will be spitted like a cat or rabbit.'' But 
the rapier had lijpon the continent long superseded, in private 
duel, the use of sword and shield. The masters of the noble 
science of defence were chiefly Italians. They made great 
mystery of their art and mode of instruction, never sufiered 
any person to be present but the schokr who was to be taught, 
and even examined closets, beds, and other places of possible 



• See Donee's lUostratloni «f Shakespeare, vol. II. p. 61. 
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•oncealment. Their lessons often gave ttie most treacherous 
advantages ; for the challenger, having the right to chuse his 
weapons, frequently selected some strange, unusual, and in- 
convenient kind of arms, the use of which he practised under 
these instructors, and thus killed at his ease his antagonist, to 
whom it was presented for the first time on the field of bat- 
tie. See Brantome's Discourse on Duels, and the work on 
the same subject, ** si gentement ecrii" by the venerable Dr 
FSaris de Puteo. The Highlanders continued to use broad- 
sword and target until disarmed after the afiair of 1745-6. 

Note Vin. 
Like numntain-cat, that guards her young. 
Full at FitZ'Jameis throat he sprung. — St XVI, p. SI 8. 
I have not ventured to render this duel so savagely despe- 
rate asthat of the celebrated Sir Ewan of Lochiel, chief of the 
clan Cameron, called, from his sable complexion, Ewan Dhu. 
He was the last man in Scotland who maintained the royal 
cause during the great civil war, and his constant incursions 
rendered him a very unpleasant neighbour to the republican 
garrison at Inverlochy, now Fort William. The governor of 
the fort detached a party of three hundred men to lay waste 
Lochiel's possessions, and cut down his trees ; but, in a sud- 
den and desperate attack, made upon them by the chieftain, 
with very inferior numbers, they were almost aU cut to pieces. 
The skirmish is detailed in a curious memoir of Sir Ewan's 
life, printed in the Appendix of Pennant's Scottish Tour. 
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* la this cngi^nmiX, Lodiiel lumsdf bad tevenl wald<s^ 
All escapes. In the retreat of the Sngliaha ope of ti^s fitnuq^ 
est and bmvest of the offers retired behind 9, bmb> when h^ 
observed Lochiel pursiiiDg, ind soei^g him uoa^ooop^paiufsd 
with wy, he leaped out, and thought him his prej. They m^t 
one another with equal fury. The cojnhat vas long and donh^ 
ful : the En^hah gentleman had by far th^ advan^i^ in strength 
nnd siaQ ; but l^ichiel exce^ng bim in nimhlfnww and agiln 
ty, in the end tript the sword out of his hand: they ^oae^ 
and wrestled, till both M to the groimd> in each othei'f anw* 
The English officer got above Lochiel, and pressed him hard, 
but stretching forth his neok, by attempting to disengage him- 
selfy Lochiel, who by this thne had his hands at liher^ with 
his }fih band seiiad him by th^ collar, and jumping at his ex- 
tendi throat, he bit it with his teeth qpite through, and kept 
^uch 1^ hold of his gcaq^ tM be brought away his mouthful ^ 
this, he said, was the smeete$t bi$c he C9er b§d in ^ji IjfetifmJ* 
-p-Vol. L p, srs. 

Note IS. 
Ye towen / mtMn v>ko$e drcuii dread^ 

And thoUf sad and fatal main,n4 - 
That oft hatt heard thg death-axe sound /-^^St XX. p. ^20^ 
Stirling was often polluted with noble blood, {t i# thu& 
apostrophioed by J. Jonstpn : 
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' u ' Piat«(>dia iriHii 

Qe^ qaoties procenuii «ayi|;uiiie t lux it |iam«in ! 
Hoc UDO iofelix, at felix cetera, imsquain 
I^ttHor aut ecsli fronp gvaiosve boIL 

Xbe fate of WilliaiDa eighth J^l of l>QHsla8, whom JamcBi 
%l, 9:(9U?ed in Stirling Castfo with hk own hand, «nd whii^ 
lender his royal iafe^condoc^ i» iamiiitur to all who read Sootr 
ti«b UitQfj. Hmdaick» Duke of AlUwy , Dunctn, Earl of Lcn<« 
uf^y his; ffithevr-in«law, and bia two nons, Walter and AlexasK 
derStew^rt,^ were execvted at Stilling* in 14»5. They wem 
beheaded opon nn epiinenqe without the castle walls, but 
Qiaking pml of the sam^ hiU, from whenee they could behold 
Aeir strong cnstle of X)oun^ and their extensive possessions* 
Thia '' he^uUn^hill,^ as it was sometimes termed^ bears com* 
monly the less lerrfttle name of Harly*hacket, from its having 
been the scene of a courtly amusement alluded to by Sir Da* 
vid Lindsay, who says of the pastimes in which the young hiug 
waaei 



" Some harled him to the Hurly-hacket $** 

which consisted in sliding, in some sort of chair It may be 
su|ipQsed, from top to bottom ojf a smooth bank. The boys of 
JSdinhurgbs about twenty years 9gO) used to plajy at the burly* 
backet on the Calton-hill, using for their seat a heirse's scull. 

Note X. 
The hutgher$ hold their sports ^o*<^-r-St. XX. p. 22U 
Eveiy burgh of Scotland^ of th^ least note, but more espe* 
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dally the considerable towns, had their solemn play, or festi- 
valy when feats of archery were exhibited^ and prizes distribu- 
ted to those who excelled in wrestling, hurling the bar, and 
the other gynmastic exercises of the period. Stirling, a usual 
place of royal residence, was not likdy to be deficient in pomp 
upon such occasions, espedally since James V. was very par- 
tial to them. His ready participation in these popular amuse- 
ments was one cause of his acquiring the title of King of the 
Commons, or Rex Pleheiorum, as Lesty has latiniaed it« The 
usual prize to the best shooter was a silver arrow. Such si 
one is preserved at Sdkirk and at Peebles. At Dumfiies, a 
sflver gun was substituted, and the contention transferred to 
fire-arms. The ceremony, as there performed^ is the subject 
of an excellent Scottish poem, by Mr John Mayne, entitled 
the Siller Gun, 1808, which surpasses the efibrts of Ferguson, 
and comes near those of fiiuns. 

Of James's attachment to archery, Pitsoottie, thefiuthful, 
though rude recorder of the manners of that period, has given 
lis evidence : 
"In this year there came an ambassador out of England, named 
Lord William Howard, with a bishop with him, with many other 
gentlemen, to the number ofthreescore horse, which wereall able 
men and waled (picked) men for all kinds of games and pastimes, 
shooting, louping, running, wrestling, and casting of the stone, 
but they were well 'sayed (essayed or tried) ere they past out 
of Scotland, and that by their own provocation ; but ever they 
tint : till at last, the queen of Scotland, the king's mother, fa- 
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voured the Englisb-men, because she was the king of En^ 
land's sister ; und therefore she took an enterprise of archety 
upon the English^mens hands^ contrary her son the king, and 
may six in Scotland that he would wale^ either gentlemen or 
yeomen, that the English-men should shoot against them, ei- 
ther at prlcks» revers, or buts, as the Scots pleased* 

** The king hearing this of his mother, was content, and gart 
her pawn a hundred crowns^ and a tun of wine upon the £ng- ^ 
lish-mens hands ; and he incontinent laid down as much for 
the Scottish- men. The field and ground was chosen in St An- 
drew's, and three landed men and three yeomen chosen to 
shoot against the English-men, to wit, David Wemyss of that 
ilky David Amott of that ilk, and Mr John Wedderbum, vicar 
of Dundee; the yeomen, John Thomson, in Leith, Steven 
Tabumer, with a piper, called Alexander Bailie ; they shot very 
near, and warred (worsted) the English-men of the enterprise, 
and wan the hundred crowns and the tun of wincy which made 
the king very merry, that his men wan the victory." — P. 147. 



Note XI. 
'Bobin HoodSU XXII. p. 22i. 



The exhibition of this renowned outlaw and his band was 
a favourite frolic at such festivals as wis are describing. This 
sporty in which kings did not disdain to be actors, was prohi- 
bited in Scotland upon the Reformation, by a statute of the 6th 
parliament of Queen Mary, c 61, A. D. i555, which ordered, 
under heavy penalties, that " na manner of person be chosen 
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Robert Hade, nor little Joho« Abbot of Unieaaon, Queen o£ 
May, nor olherwiie." But, in 1561, ** tbe raacal muhttude," 
wjTs John KnoQc, ** were stirred up to Buike a Robin Hode^ 
whilk enormity was of raony yean left and damned by statute 
and act of pariiainent ; yet would they not be Arbidden.'' Ao- 
oonlingly they raised a very serious tumnky and at length 
made prisoners the magistrates, who endeavoured to suppress 
it, and would not release them till they extorted a format pK>- 
mise that no one should be punished for his share of the 
disturbance. It would seem, from the complaints of the Gen^ 
ml Assembly of the kirk, that these prophane festivities were 
continued down to 1599.* Bold Robin was, to say the least, 
equally soooessful in maintaining bis ground against tbe re- 
formed deigy of Engtond; for the simple «nd evnngtilicsl La- 
thner complains ni coming to a oountiy cburcb» where the 
people refueed to hear him, because it was Robin Hood's day ; 
and his mitre and rochet were lain to give way to tbe i^flli^ 
pastime. Much curious information on thb sul>fect maybe 
found in the Preliminary Dissertation to the late Mr Ritson's 
edition of the songs respecting this memorable outlaw. The 
game of Robin Hood was usually acted in May; and he was 
associated with the morrice4anoers, on whom so mnch illus- 
tration has been bestowed by the commentator^ on Shaka- 
speaie. A very Ihwly picture of these festivltiee, oontainiiig 
a great deal of curious information on the sulject of the 
private life and amusements of our ancestors, ▼'as thrown 

• Book of the Universal Kirk, p. 414. 



NOTES TO CANTO FIPTH« 415 

bf 4!ie late ingenious Mr Struttt into bis .romance entilled 
QuecB-hoo Haa ; published after bis death* in 1808* 



NoteXIL 

Int^eremi at ta tffcAcr MHgkt, 

The Monarch ^gave. ihtarrom hright.^&k. XXIL p. 981. 
The Doij^glasof the poem is an tBsagia&ry person, a supposed 
uncle of the £arl of Angus. But tlie king's behaviour durii^ 
m unexpected interview with the. lAird of Kt)Spindie» one of 
the banished Doughsaes, under droumstances simiiar to those 
in the teltt, is imitated from a real atoly told by Hume of Godfr> 
croft. I would have availed myself more Ailly of the simple 
and afibcting drcuntstanees of the M histoiy, had they not 
beea already woven into a pathetic ballad by my friend Mr 
Finlay.« 

^ His (the kiag^i) implacability (tmvaf^ the family of Oou^ 
las) did also appear in his carriage towards Archibald of Kil- 
apindyy . whom he» when he was a chfld, loved singularly well 
lor his ability of body, and was wont to call him his Qn^» 
StciU.f Archibald beii% banished into England, could not 
well comport with the humour of that nation, which he thought 
to be too pn>ud» and that they had too high a conceit of 



• 8ce Scottiib Htitorical and Roouuitic Ballads. Gfaugow, 
1808, vol. Il«p 117. 
t A champioa of popular romance. See fiiiiiis^s R0maw:e9, 
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themselvesy joined wkh acoatempt and despisiiig of all others; 
Wherefore, being wearied of that life, and remembering the 
king's favour of old towards him, he determined to tiy the 
king's mercifulness and demency. So he comes into Soot- 
land, and taking occasion ofabe king's hunting in the park at 
Stirlii^, he casts himsdf tobe in his way, as he. was coming 
home to the ca«t1e. So soen as the king saw him afiir off, ere 
he came near, he guessed it was he, and said to one of hb 
courtiers, yonder is my Gray SteiU, Afchibald of Kilspindy, if 
he be alive. The other answered, that it could not be he, and 
that he durst not come into the king's presence. The king 
approaching, he fell upon his knees and craved pardon, and 
promised from thence forward to abstain torn meddling in 
public affairs, mid to lead a qniet and private life. The king 
went by, without giving him any answer, and trotted a good 
round pace up the hffl. Kilspindy followed, and, though he 
wore on him a secret, or shirt of mail, for his particular ene* 
raies, was as soon at the castle-gate as the king. There he 
sat him down upon a stone without, and entreated some of 
€tit king's servants for a oup of drink, being wcaiy and thir- 
sty ; but thfey, fearing the king's displeasure, durst give him 
none. When the king was set at his dinner, he. asked what 
he had done, what he had said, and whither he had gone ? It 
was told him that he had desired a cup of drink, and had got- 
ten none. The king reproved them veiy sharply for their dis- 
courtesy, and told them, that if he had not taken an oath 
that no Douglas should ever serve him, he would have receive 
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ed him into his service^ £ar he had seen him some time a man 
of great ability. Then he sent him word to go to Leith, 
and expect his further pleasure. Then some kinsman of 
David Falconer, the canonier, that was slain at Tantallon, 
began to quarrel with Archibald about the matter, wherewith 
the king shewed himself not well pleased when he heard of it. 
Then he commanded him to go to France for a certain space, 
till he heard further from him. And so he did, and died 
shortly after. This gave occasion to the king of England 
(Henry VUI.) to blame his nephew, alleging the old saying. 
That a king's face should give grace. For this Archibald, (what- 
soever were Angus's or Sir George's fault) had not been prin- 
cipal actor of any thing, nor no counsellor or stirrer up, but 
only a follower of his friends, and that noways cruelly dis- 
posed.'''-^HuME ofGodscrqfty 11. 107. 

Note Xni. X 

Prize qf the wrestling matchy the king 
To Douglas gave a golden ring. — St. XXIIT. p. 225. 
The usual prize of a wrestling was a ram and a ring, but the 
animal would have embarrassed my story. Thus in the Cokes 
Tale of Gamelyn, ascribed to Chaucer : 



There happed to be there beside 

Tryid a wrastiliog, 
And therefore there was y-settea 

A ram and als a rlt);. 
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AgWB die litil geite of Robid Hood ; 



By a bridge was a wrastling, 



And there tar yed wtt he, 
Alid there was «M the best yenen 

Of all the west coantrey. 
A fUU fayre game there was set ap^ 

A white butt ftpy-pight, 
A great cour^ with sadle aod brydle. 

With gold buroisbed full bryght ;^ 
A pnyr^ «f gloVfS, a r^ gold Hhg^, 

A pipe of Wya* good fay i 
What man bereth him best I wis, 

the prise Bh&U bear awky. 
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Note L 

Tkete drew not for their fields the tword^ 

Like tenants of d feudal lord. 

Nor own^d the patriarchal claim 

Cff chieftain in their leadef^s name ; 

Adventurers they . St. IIL p. S45. 

The Scottish annies oonaisted chiefly of Uie nobility and ba- 
rons, ^th their vasnls, who held lands under them, for mili- 
tary service by themselyes and their tenants. The patriarchal 
influence exercised by the heads of dans in the Highlands and 
Borders was of a diflerent nature, and spmetimes at variance 
vnth feudal principles. It flowed from the Patria Potestas, 
exercised by the chieftain as representing the original father 
of the whole name, and was often obeyed in contradiction to 
the feudal superior. James V. seems first to have introdu- 
ced, in addition to the militia furnished from thes^ Bounces, 
the senrioe of a small number of mercevarj^f i who fanned a 
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body-guard, called the Foot^BamL The ntirical poet. Sir Da- 
vid lindtay, (orthe penon who wrote the prologue to hi» play 
ofthe^ Three Estaitcs,") has introduced Finhy of the Foot- 
Band, who, after mndi awi^ggenqg upon the sti^e, is atki^th 
put to il%ht by thefi)ol, who terrifies him by means of asheep's 
skuD upon ft pole; Ifaave rather chosen to give them the harsh 
leatures of the roeroenaiy soldiers of the period^ than of this 
Scottish Thraso. These partook of the dumcter of the Ad- 
venturous Companions of Froissart, or the Condottieri of 
Italy. 

One of the best and livelicBt traits of sudi manners is the 
bst win of a leader, called GeAoy Tete Koir, wIh> haviqg 
been slightly wounded inn sfcirmish, his inteopcfaaoe bron^ 
on a mortal disease. When he IboadhiBBelfdyii^ he sum- 
moned to bis bed-side the adventneerB whom he oommanded, 
and thus addressed them: 

^ Fayre sirs, qaod GeSmy, I kawwe well ye have alwayes 
served and honoured me as men <mgltt to sene their sove* 
raygne and capitayae, andlshalbetiiegkdderifyewillagre 
to have to your capkiqise one that is deseeDded of my faiode. 
Behold here Aleyne Rous, my ooqnft, and Peter fan brother, 
i who aromen of armes and of my blode. I u^fuit you to make 
Akjrne your capitayne^ and to swere to him fi^he, obey* 
sauBce, kyve, and loyahe, here in my presence, and also to ha 
brother : hoiwe be it, I wyil that Aleyne have the sovemyne 
^arge. 6ff, quod they, we are well content, for ye bauve 
ryght wen chosen. There aU the companyons made thcjna 
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servjQnt to Aleyne Roux and to Pefer his brother. Whan all 
that was done, then Geffraye spake agsyrne, and sayd : Nowe, 
sirs, ye hauve obeyed to my pleasure, I canne you great tbanke ; 
wherefore, sirs, I wyll ye have parte of that ye have holp^n to 
conquere. I say unto you, that in yonder chest that ye se stande 
yonder, therin is to the some of xxx thous^de firankesy— I 
wyll give them accordynge to my conscyence. WyU ye all be 
content to fulfil ipy t^tament ; how saye ye i Sir, quod they, 
we b(B ryght well cpntept^ to fulfyl your con^maundement. 
Thane firste, quod he, I wyll and give to the chapell of Saynt 
Geoige, here in this castell, for the reparadons therof, a thou- 
sanfl and five hundrede franks : and I give to my lover, whp 
bath truly served me, two thousanjd and five bund^e^e firankes i 
and also I give to Aleyne Roux^ your newe capitayne, foure 
tliousande frankes: also to the varieties of my chambre I 
gyve (yve hundrede frankes. To mine oncers I gyve a thou- 
sand and five hundred frames. The rest I gyve and bequeth 
f» I shall shew you. Ye be upon a thyrtie companyons all 
of .one sorte : ye ought to be bretheme, and all of one aly- 
aunce^ without debate, ryotte, or stryfe among you. AH 
^ that I have shewed you ye shall fynde in yonder cheste. 
I wyll that ye departe all the resydue equally and truelly bi- 
tv«Aie you tl^yrtie. And if ye be nat tfius contente, but that 
the deyylle wyll ^t debate bytwene you, than beholde yonder 
is a strong axe, breke up tl^e coffer, and gette it who can. To 
tho^e words every m^n ansuered and said, Sir^ and dere mais- 
^r, yre are zdA slvdl be all of one accorde. Sir, we have so 
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mocbe loved and donted yoa, that we wiQ broke no cofo, 
nor brake no poynt of that ye ha?e oidayned and commanded/* 
'— Locd Bkbmbr'b JFWiMMft. 

NoteU. 
7%m nam ka$i glee-^naiden and harp f 
Gti tku an ape^ and trudge the land. 
The leader <f a juggler fraud— St. VI. p. S50. 
The jongleun, or jugglers, as w6 learn from the elaborate 
work of the late Blr Strutt, on the sports and pastimes of the 
people of England, used to call in the aid of various assistants^ 
to lender these performances as captivating as possible. The 
g^ee-maiden was a neoeHary attendant Her duty was tum- 
bling and dancing; and therefore the Anglo-Saxon version of 
Saint Mark's Gospel states Herodias to have vaulted or turn* 
Ued before Kong Herod. In Scotland, these poor creatures 
aeem, even at a late period, to have been bonds-women to their 
mastersy as iqppears from a case reported by Fountainhall. 
** Reid the mountebank pursues Scot of Harden and his lady, 
for stealing away from him a little girl, called the tumbling- 
lassie, tliat danced upon his stage i and he claimed damages^ 
and produced a contract, whereby he bought her fixHn her mo- 
ther, for SO^ Scots. But we have no slaves in Scotland, and 
mothers cannot sell their bairns ; and physicians attested, the 
employment of tumbling would kill h^r ; and her joints were 
now grown stifl^ and she declined to return ; though she was 
at least a 'prentice, and so could not run away fiom her master : 
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yet some cited Moses's law^ that if a servant shelter himself 
with thee» against his master's cmelty, thou shalt surely not 
deliver him up. The lordsy renitente cancellario^ assoilzied 
Harden, on the 37th of January, (1687.)"— Fountainhall's 
Dectfiofu, vol I. p 439.* 

The faoetious qualities of the ape soon rendered him an ac* 
ceptable addition to the strolling band of the jongleur. Ben 
Jonson, in his splenetic introduction to the comedy of** Bar- 
tholomew Fair/' is at pains to inform the audience ** that he 
has ne'er a sword and buckler man in his fair, nor a juggler, 
with a well-educated ape^ to come over the chaine for the king 
of England, and back again for the prince, and sit still' on his 
haunches for the pope and the kingoF Spaine.' 



» 



NoteUIi 
I%at MtirriHg m> which peak on highj 
O'er Dermitr$ tace our victory^ 

Striken. -St. XIV. p. 262^ 

There are several instances, at least in tradition, of persiNU 



* TI|oug& lets to my purpose, 1 cannot help noticing a circnm- 
stance respecting another of this Mr Reid's attendants, which oc- 
curred daring James II^'s zeal for catholic proselytism, and is 
told by Fduntainhall, with dry Scottish irony. " January 47th, 
1687 .-^Reid the mountebank is received Into the popish church, 
and one of his lilaciiamores was persuaded to accept of baptism 
from the popish priests, and to turn Christian papist ; which wai 
a great trophy : he was called James, after the king and chaB« 
cellor, and the apostle James*'*— Ibid, p. 440* 
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80 much ftttadied to particular tunea^ as to require to 
them <m their death-bed. Such an attecdote is mentioned bj 
the hite Bfr RSddel of Glenriddd, in his ooUectton of Border 
tunes, respecting an air called the ** Dandling of the BaDms," 
for which a certain Gallovidian laird is said to ha^e evinc^ 
this strong mark of parthditj. It is popularfy told of a famous 
freebooter, that he composed the tune known by the name of 
Blacpherson's Rant whfle under sentence of death, and played 
It at the galk>W8-tree. Some spirited words have been addpt* 
ed to it by Bums. A similar stoiy b recounted of a Welch 
bard, who composed and j^Iayed on his death-bed the ur call- 
ed Vofyddy Gwregg Wen. 

But the most curious example is g^en by Brantome, of a 
maid of honour at the court of France, entitled. Mademoiselle 
de Umeuil. ** Durant sa ooaladfe, dont e le trespassa, jamais 
elle ne cessa, ains causa towisjours; car eHe e^tt fort frande 
parleuse, brocardeuse, et trM>ien etft>rt apropos, ettrb-belle 
avec cela. Quand Theure de sa fin fiit Temi^ elle 6t venir a 
soy son valet, (ainsi que le ^es de ia o6Ur en ont cAaccme un) 
qui s'appellott Julien, et scavoit tr^bien joiier du violon. 

* Julien, luy dit elle, prenez vostre violon et sonnez moy tous* 
jours jnsques a ce que me voyez morte (car je m'y en vais,) la 
d^faite des Sulsses, et le mieux que vous pourrez, et quand vous 
serez sur le mot : ' Toot est perdu,' sonnez le par quatre ou 
cing fois, le plus piteusement que vous poiurrez ,* ce qui fit 
Tantre, et elle-mesme luy aidoit de la voix, et quand ce vint 

* tout est perdu/ elle le r^item par deux fois; et se toumaht 
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<ie I'autre co«l6 da chetet^ elie dit ^ set oonpagneB: * Tone 
CBt perdu k ce ooup^ et & bon etdent ;' et aiiisi deo^da. Voiki 
line morte joyeuse et pUusante. Je ttens ce ocmte de deox de 
aes oompagnes, d^es de fo^ qui virent joiier oe mystete.''-^ 
Oeuvrei de Brantamey ID. 507. 

The tune to which this feiif lady cfaoae to make her final exit 
waa compofled on the defeat of the SwiiB at Maiignano. The 
burden is quoted by Fanurge, in Rahelaia, andoongists of these 
woEdSy imitating the jargon of t^ie SwisB^ which is a mature of 
French and German : 

Tout est Terlore 
La Tintelore, 
Toat est verlofe bi Got! 

Note IV. 
JSatile ofBeaP an JDian^.— St. XV. p. 669. 

A akirmiah actually took place at a pass thua caHed in the 
Troaachsy and dosed with the remarkable incident mendoned 
in the text. It was greatly posterior in date to the roign of 
James V. 

** In this roughly-wooded ialand,* the country people se* 
creted their wives and children, and their moat valuable effects^ 
from the rapacity of Cromwell's soldiers, during their inroad into 
thb country^ in the time of the repubhc. These invaders, not 



• That at the eastern extremity of Loch Katrine, lo often men- 
tioned in the text. 
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l etmiu g to ai06Dd bjr the ladderm akM^ the side of the kke^ 
took • inore draiitous lod, tfaiough the heart of the Tro«^ 
the moet fiequented path at that tiiDe» which penetntet the 
wfldemesB about halfway b e twe en Bmeaii and the htke, by a 
tnct called Yeanrhffleach, or the Old Wife's Bog. 
, * In one of the defiles of this by-foad, the men of the conn- 
tiy at that time hung upon the rear of the invading enemy, and 
shot one of Ciomweli's men, whose grave marks the soane of 
action, and gives name to that pass.* In revenge of this insult, 
the soldien resolved to {dunder the island, to violate the wo- 
men, and put the children to death. With this brutal inten- 
tion, one of the party, more texpert than the rest, swam to- 
wards the ishmd, to fetch the boat to his comrades, which had 
carried the women to their asylum, and lay moored in one of 
the ciedu. His companions stood on the shore of the main 
land, in fuU view of all that was to pass, waiting anxiously for 
ins return with the boat But, just as the swimmer had gotto 
the nearest pomt of the isbnd, and was laying hold of a btadc 
lock, to get on shore, a heroine, who stood on the veiy point 
where he meant to land, hastfly snatdiing a dagger from below 
her apron, with one stroke severed his head fiom the body. 
His party seeing this disaster, and relinquishing all future hope 
of revenge or conquest, made the best of their way out of their 
perilous situation. This ama«m'sgreatf[nmdson lives at Bridge 
of Turk, who, besides others, attests the anecdote."— iSte^cA 

* Beallacb an daiae. 
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•^fiht Scenety tuar Ctdiender. Sdrliag, ia06, p; 90. I hm% 
odly to add tp tfait acoount, that the henMoe's name was lU- 
Im Stuart; 

NoteV. 

And Snomdaun't Hig^ it icatimufi king-^-'-SuXXyi. p^ ^3« 
This discovery wOl probably remind the reader of the beau- 
tiful Aiabtan tale of IlBandocanL Yet the incident ia nol 
borrowed from that elegant story, but from Scottish tradtlsMUk 
James V*» of whom we are treating, was a monarch whose 
good and benevolent intentions often rendered his lamantio 
&ieBk& ^eniid, if not respectable, since, from his anxious at* 
tention to the interests of the lower and most oppressed dass 
t>f his subjects, he was, as we have seen, popularly termed the 
^ng of the Commons. For the purpose of seeing that justice 
was regularly administered, and frequently from.the less justi- 
fiable motive of gallantry, he used to traverse the vicinage of 
his several palaces in various disguises The two excellent 
comic songs, entitled ^TheGaherlunzie Bifan," and ** We'll gae 
VBe mair a roving," are said to have been founded upon the 
success of his amorous adventures when travelling in the dis- 
guise of a b^gar. The latter is perhaps the best comic baliad 
in any language. 

Another adventure, which had nearly cost James his life, is 
said to have taken place at the village of Cramond, near Edin- 
butgh, where he had rendered his addresses acceptable to a 
pretty girl of the lower rank. Four or five persons^ whether 

2 
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wiitfirwfl or ktven of his miitregB Is moertnii, beiet tlie dii- 
goued menarcli, as lie retemed firdm lus rendeifoiit. Natn* 
rally gallant and an adminble master of his weapon, tbe Itipi^ 
took post on tlie h^ and narrow bric^ over the Almond 
river, and defended himself bmvdy with his sword. A pea- 
sant^ who was thresbii^; in a nejgfalxNiriiv; barns came out iipoii 
the noises and, whether moved by ooinpassioii or by nalund gal- 
hmtry, took Ihe weaker side> and bid about witb his flail so 
UfertinBy, as to diiperse the assaflants, wdl thrashed, eve* 
•oooeding to the letter. He then oooducted the kiog into h|i 
bam, vdieic his guest requested a bason and towel, to remove 
At stains of the broil. This being procured with di£loully, 
James e mp lo y e d himself is learning what was the summit cf^ 
his deliverer's earthly wishes^ and found that they were boun^ 
edliy the desire of posse ssing , In property* the fiinn of Brae- 
hend, vpoa which he laboured as a bopdsman* The lands 
chanced to beloog to the crown; and James directed him to 
come to the palace of Hofy-Rood^ and enquire £6t the Guid- 
man (t. e. farmer)of BaDangiedi, a name by i^iich be was known 
in his excursioos, and which answered to 1/ Bfrndocani of Ha- 
roun Alrsschid. He presented himself aooordingly, and found* 
with due astonishment, that he had saved his monardi's lifi^ 
and that he was to be gratified with a crown-charter of the 
lands of Braehead, under the service of presenting an ewer, 
bason, and towel, for the king to vrash his hands* when he 
shall happen to pass the Bridge of Cramond. This perspn was 
ancestor of the Howisons of JSraehead, in Mid liOthian* a re* 



J 
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spectaMe fkiuify, who odntinue to hM ibe Mte (now ptttsdl 
iato tiie ftmate line) under the sette teftitfe. 

Another of James's frolics is thus narrated by Mr CallipMI, 
fiom the Statistical Account ^ Bek^ dnoe be^l^ited when 
out a faunfting^iind sepamted A'dm hJB atCeiHiaAtSy he happened 
to enter a co^tq;e in the midst of attuMr, at <^ ibot of Iii6 
Ochfl iiiUs, near Alloa, where, unknown, he was idndly re- 
ctived. In order to legale their mie^pected guest, the gud^ 
mmn^ {u e. landlOTd, fbmer,) deilrdl the gudi^ife to fetch the 
hen that toasted nearest the codi:) wbleh Is nhmys the plump- 
eat, for tlie straHg^s suppen The knag, highly pltiised wid» 
his nightV lodging and hospitable entertainment, told mine 
host, at parting, that he sliould be glad to i^tum his civility, 
and requested that the first time he came to 6thrling he would 
call at the castle, iind enquire (br the gud^^Mm cf BalUngukh, 
Donaldson, the landlord, did not ihil to call on the gude-nmik 
qfBMngniehy when his asfonishment at finduig that die king 
had been his guest afforded no small amusemdnt to the merry 
flMmarch and his eourtiers; and, to cury on the phasantiy, he 
was thenceforth designated by James with the tScle of King of 
the Moors, which name and designation have descended from 
fiither to son ever since, and they have contibUted in possessioil 
of the identical spot, the pn^rty of Mr Erskine of Mar, tiH 
very ktdly, when this gentleman, with reluctance^ turned out 
the descendant and representative of the King of the Moors, 
on account of his majesty's invincible indolence, and great 

dislike to reform or innovation of any kind, although, frooi 

4 
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the spirifeed exanple of hk nejgUxnir tenairts on the atnie et- 
tati^ he is oonmced amilar exertaon would promote his ad- 



' The aiiliKirreqaeils pttmitsion yet fitftfaer to veri^ 
ject of his pdem, by on extract from the gedeelogiad voik of 
BocfaaMaof Aiichmar» upon Sooltiah sonuunes. 
. ** This John BodHHHm of Auchniar and Arnpryor lias after- 
wards tanned King of Kippen, * upon the following aocount. 
King James V., a veiy S0Giable» debonair prinoe» residing at 
Stiriii^ m Buchanan of Ampryoi^s time, oahrien were veiy 
ftequently passing along the oommon road, being near Am- 
pryor'shousei with neeessariet for the use of the Idng^s family^ 
and he having some estraordinary occasion, ordered one ol 
these carriers to leave his load at his house, and he would piqr 
Urn fiar it ; which the carrier refused to do^ telling him he was 
the king's CBirier, and his load for his nugesly's use ; to which 
Aaq^nyor seemed to have smalt regard, compdling the durier, 
in the eodf to leave hii load ; telling him, if King James was 
king of Sootkmd, he was king of Kippen^ so that it was rea- 
sonable he should share with his nei^Kboiir king in some of 
these loads, so frequently carried that road The carrier re- 
ptesentii^ this usf^^e, and telling the story, as Ampryor spoke 
it, to some of the king^s servants^ it came at length to his ma- 
jesty's ears, who, shortly thereafter, with a few attendants^ 
came to visit his neighbour king, wbo was in the mean time at 

• A small district of Perthshire. 
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dinner. King James having sent a servant to demand ac^»8B| 
was denied the same by a tall fellow with a battle-axe, who 
stood porter at the gate, telling, there could be no access till 
dinner was over. This answer not flfatisfying the king, he sent 
to demand access a second tim^ ; upon which -he was desired 
by the porter to deinst, otherwise he woaidf^nd cause to re- 
pent his rudeness. His niigesty ^pding this method would not 
do, desii^ed the porter to teU his master that the: good-man of 
Ballageigh desired to speak with the king of Kippen. The 
porter telling Ampiyor so much, he, in all humble manner, 
came and received the king, and having entertained him with 
much sumptuousness and jollity, became so agreeable to Sang 
James, that he allowed him to take so much of any provision 
he found can^/ing that road as he had occasion for; and, seeing 
he made the first visit, desired Ampryor in a. few days to re- 
turn him a second to Stirling, which he performed, and conti- 
nued in very much favour with the king, alvmys thereafter be* 
ing termed King of Kippen while he lived."—- Buchanan's 
Muay upon the Famify cfBuehanmn. £din. 1775, 8vo. p. 74; 
The readers of Ariosto must give credit for the .amiable fea- 
tures with which he is. represented, since he is generally con- 
sidered as the prototype of Zerbinoy the most interettii^ here 
of the Orlando FurioflOb 
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NoleVL 
S^iriifi^'f Tower 



Qfym^ th$ nmc ^ Smm^aun cUinu.-^t. XXVm. p. 986. 
WHUmi of WoroastePf w|io wrote aboqt the middle of thf 
tteentii oentuiy* culls MrUogCiMtle Snowdoim. Sir Dfivid 
LJndtiirbeildvttiieiaiiie^tteupoiiltiQ his coippbint oi 

Adiea, fair Soawdoan, with tbjp towcn higb^ 
ny ehap te nra y iy park, and table rmuMl : { 
lfay» Jwe, «9d Jaly, weald I dweU la Uiee, 
Were I a maa, to hear the birdU sound, 
Whilk doth agane thy royal lock leboond, 

Mr Chtbmh in bis bte txeOmd MHan at Sir David 
Lindfay't woricsy has wfiitad t|>e chunerjcal deriimtioo of Swv- 
domfiioM medtfi%,(»' cutting. It was probaUy derived fixm 
Ife rmmwHir legend wliicb connected StiitiQg wbh Ki^g Ar- 
HHtt; towbichifaeneDiioaof the Bound Table gives ooonte- 
MDoe. The ring wfitidn which justs wene fonneriy practised, 
in the casde paik, is alffi ealled die Round TaUe. Snawdoun 
« the oAchd title of e«e of the Scottish heralds, whose ^ 
IhelB aecm in aO countries to have been fiffitasticaHy adapted 
fiom andent history or romance. 

It i^pears from the preceding note, that the real name by 
which James was actually distinguished in his private excur- 
sions, was the Goodman of Ballenguich ; derived from a steep - 
pass leading up to the Castle of Stirling, so called. But the 
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q;>itfaet would not have suited poetry, and would besides at 
once, and prematurelyy have announced the plot to many of 
my oounttymen, among whom the traditional stories above 
mentioned are still current 



FINIS. 



The Author has to apologize for the inadvertent appropriation 
of a whole line from the tragedy of Douglas, 

'^ I hold the first who strikes, my foe*' 



n 



Edinburgh : 
IPrinted by JaSf Ballantyoe & C«» 
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DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

» 

In Two Volomet 8?o. with Frontbpieces from Fuatings b^ 
Mr. Sk iRKBy LAROB FAFBR, IB ¥HiMi« B^pi4Migi> either Mo* 
jroccoy Caify or Roiml 



«™? 



THOMSON'S SEASONS, 

TW6 COPIES, IN KOYAL OCTAVO, 

One printed ob Greev, the other on Stnw-oplo«red Piper, 
with e fine Set of Piatet to each Copy, nnd in very tomptiioiu 
Morocco BiBdiBfi, with Siik |iniBSi, 



* 



i 



SPLEND10LY EMBELLISHBD WOftKS^ 



THE 

SPECTATOR, TATLER, 

AND 

GUARDIAN: 

IN FOURTEEN VOLUMES, 

LARGE OCTAVO, 

ILLUIT1IATEB WITH 

EIGHTY^X ENGRAVINGS, 

P^OOV IMPRESSIONS, 

IT THB vorr 
PISTINGVISHED ARTISTS IN THE KINGDOM. 

Samptaoiuly bonnd in Purple Morocco. 



The Spbctator, Tatler, Guardian, Rambler, Adtbm- 
;ruRERy and Idler, with Essays, illustrative of their Biography, 
History, and Merits, in Twenty-nine Volumes, small 8vo. Price 
Thirteen Guineas in Boards. 

\^ pttt few complete Opiet of the last mentioned Work are 
BOW remaining for sale. 



«PUIf mOLT BBCBBLLISRBD WOEKt* 



WORKS 

OF THE 

ENGLISH POETS, 

FEOM 

CHAUCER TO COWPER: 
IN TWENTY4)NE VOLUMES, ROYAL OCTAVO. 

Willi npwwdi of Two Himdrad EmbdUrimieBts, loperbly 
bound in red Morocco^ Flioo Svt^ Gwmm. 

Or witti One Hoodred and Twenty Embelliihments, elegandj 
bound in Rmity Fortj^five Poondf* 



SHARFFS EDITION 

.OF TBB. 

BRITISH POETS. 

In Ei|^ty»foar Cnbinet VotooiM, witli EmbcOialunento, Price 
Ten Gnineat sewed. 

Sopplement to dittOy Twelfe Volamet| II. lOt. 

JehMen*! Lifet of the Ptoels, SofCD Volsacty 17«. 6d, 

Translatioos— Pope*s Homer, Eight Volomes ; Dryden^ Virgil, 
FoarVolames; Polwfaele's Theocritus, Two Volomes ; together 
Foarteen Volumes, if, 18s. 6d. 

%* The above are kept in every Variety of Binding, tiUier 
as complete Sets, or separate Authors. 



PUBLISHBB BT'SHABPE AND BAILES. 



THE 

SPECTATOR, 

WITH 

NOTES, 

AND 

A GENERAL INDEX. 

THE EIGHT VOLUMES, 

WITHOUT THB IMALLBftT ABRIDGMENT, 

COMPRISED IN ONE ROYAL OCTAVO VOLUME. 

FlWledwtbftl^pe ^ gireat Cleaniefu and Beauty, and em- 
^llislied wiUi a CharaeteriMic Eagraymg of the Peraong of tine 
Brama as assembled at liieir Clab. . 



I 



FIOM AN ORIGINAL DESIGN BY 

THOMAS STOTHARD, ESQ. R. A. 
Price 12. 5«. in Boards. " 

The Cbanicter of the SPECTATOR, whi<:b has now for a 
jtaBtwjr been ackaawie<%ed Uuroii^ all thA niciasitii^es of Lito- 
rary Fasliiois ean Mcei?e no advantage from an adv«iJBtmeBt 
like the present ; bnt some Merit may be assumed for this Edi- 
tion, which offers to the Reader the upmost convenience in its 
Postabiiity^ and will be found to combine the Adrvantage of a 
Volume equally adapled to the Library, die Drawmg^Room, or 
the Portmanteau of the TVaveller. 

%* Copies in a great Variety of Bindings, suitable tor Pre- 
sents, are constantly kept at No. 186, Piccadilly. 



PUBLISH ]S1> BY SHARPS AND HAILC8. 



SHARPE'S CABINET EDITION OP 

ELEGANT EXTRACTS, 

FROM THE 

JUmI £MtJwiil pTMe, P^eiietUj and EpUtolary Wriien, 

FEW publieationi in the range of English Literature, rince 
the dayi of Dryden, baye proved more acceptable to the generality 
of readeit than those which, under a Tarietjr of titles, have takea 
their contents from the works of the best original writers; indeed, 
if the number of our seminaries, and the great extent of the middle 
class of society (iur whose use such publications are peculiarly 
adapted) be considered, it will cease to be matter of surprise that 
•o large a demand has been made for Miscellavus and Collic* 
TiOMS of every description. The task of their formation may be 
humble ; yet so useful has the result been acknowledged, that not 
onl^ has the great Poet above instanced contributed his judgment 
In selection, but the labours of others of less poetic fame, but of 
great editorial skill and industry, have been sanctioned by the ap- 
probation of the Public. That the present attempt may not be 
considered as inferior to those of the same nature which have pre- 
ceded it, is the chief ambition of the Editior, who has no desire to 
enhance his own merits by decrying the merits of others. 

THE PLAN OF THE WORK IS AS FOLLOWS: 

It is designed to comprise the EsTaAcn from the most eminent 
taosi warms, in Twelve Numbers or Books ( the Ficst Book witf 
published on the i5th day of June, 1810; the Second Book on the 
15th day of Ja/y following : and thus to be continued regularly on 
the 15tb day of every succeeding month, until this part of the 
work be completed. 

In like manner it is designed to comprise the ErrtAcn from the 
most eminelit POETS, in Twielve IKumbers or Books; the first of 
which was published on the 1st day of Jufy, and the remainder to 
be continued regularly, and delivered with the Magazines, on the 
first day of every succeeding month, until this part of the work 
be l^LOwise completed. 

O n the completion of these Two Sets of ELEGANT EX- 
TRACTS, the EPISTLES, taken from the mait eminent anthora 
in thb branch of literature, will immediately follow, upon a stanili^ 
plan, .and by « similar mode of publication. 

With respect to Type and Paper, the Proprietor will content 
himself with statmg, that he has made every exertion, and~ he 
trusts with success, to obtain them of the best manufacture; and 
as to the Embellishments, consisting of appropriate subjects, the 
Public may be assured, that they will be executed by some of the 
first Artists in the kingdom. 

The Public are requested, when sending their orders for this 
Work, to give particular directions for Shaxte's CABINET 
EDITION. 



PUBLISHED BY SHARPE AND HAILES. 



I. ENGLISH COMEDY, a CoUectiM of Um most odebimted 
llramai, sinco thQ Commencement of the Reformatien of the 
Stage by Sir Richard Stsblx and Coklbt'Ci^ber. In 
Six elegant Vols. 12. 16*. in Boards. 

' %« Co^es in a variety of elegant Bindings, luitabie at preaenti for yoimg 
People, are constantly on sale. 

II, THE VILLAGE CURATE, and other Poems, inclnding 
some Pieces new fint published. By the Rev. Jambs Hurois, 
D. D. late FeUow of Magdalen CoU^e, and Professor of Poetry 
in the University of Oxford. In One Volume 8to. lOs. 6d. in 
Boards. 

hi. the FAVOURITE VILLAGE, with an additional 
PoBM,^ now first published, and a Tragedy. By the Rev. 
Jambs Hurdis, d. d. late Fellow of Magdalen College, and 
Professor of Poetry in the University of Oxford. In One Vol. 
8vo. Price 10s. 6d. in Boards. 

««* The above ▼olume, with (he Village Curate, &c fonna a complete 
IdUion of Huidbl Poetical Woxka. 

IV. FAMILY SERMONS, for every Sunday in the Year, 
and for Christmas-Day and Good Friday* Selected by the 
Rev. G. B. MiTGiiELX., from the Works of Archbishop Segker; 
with a Life of the Author, By Beilby Porteus, d. d. late 
Bishop of London. In Two Volumes, 8vo. with a Portrait, ll. 1st. 
in Boards. 

▼. Select BEAcrtss of ancient ENGLISH POETRY, 
with an Introduction and Remarks. By the faite Henry 
Headlby, a. b. of Trinity College, Oxford. With a Memoir 
of Mr. Headley, by the Rev. Henry Kbtt, b. d. Fellow of 
Trinity College, Oxford. In Two Volumes, crown 8vo. Price 
14s. in Boards. 

- VI. ESSAYS on Dissipation, Convbrsation, Envy, Con* 
NECTioNS, Education, Relioion, &c. Designed prindpally 
for YOUNG Ladies. By Hannah More. A new Edition, 
Price 5s. in Boards. 



JPUBL1SHEJ> BY BHARPB AND HAILEft. 



ttu TUB, LOWER WORU>» a PK»m ; wamaaeA by Urd 
fiasBiMi% Bill in tM Hottw of Paan^ t* ptfevtat Cnielty (• 
Afitaiih. By Mr. PftATT. PriM tfi. in Boaidl. 

▼in. THE WORKS, in Prose and Vone, of Mr. A. Cowley. 
With Notes by Dr. Bvntf, late Biriiop of Worcester, and a fine 
Portrait of the Aothor. Elegantly printed in 3 Volmnes, Small 
8T0. Price ii. lib Boards. 

IX. THE LYRE OF LOVE, an Anthology df the Amatory 
Poems of the most eminent Bugzjih Posts. Witili fVontis- 
pieees by Messrs. Coiway, Cardor, Wcstali, Milton, Set, 
la Two Volnmes, Small 8yo. Price lOs. 6d. in Boards. 

X. An BLBGAjiT Edition of PARADISE LOST, with the 
Life of the Antfaor and a Portrait engraved by Anker Smith, 
A. R. A. from a Gem by Wra v. Small 8vo. Price 7s, in Boards* 

XI. Thb Poetical Works of JOHN BflLTON, with a 
Life of the Aathor by Sabiiibl Johnson, lup. and Remarks 
by JoBN AiKiN, ai. D. Handsomely printed in Three Virfamasi 
Small avo. with Vignettes, engraved by Messrs. Bromlet and 
HiTAN. Price IL is. ill Boards. 

xif « The Poetical Works of WILUAM COLLINS, with 
the Lile of the Author by Samuel JohnboNi ll. 0, and Ob- 
•eryatioM on his Poems by John Langhornb, 0.0. Embel- 
lished with Three beaatifiii Engravings from Mr. Wbstall's 
Designs, and the Monument to Collins in Chichester Cathedral* 
from the Drawing in Mr. Flaxmam's PossessioD* Small 8vo. 
Price 68. in Boards. 

XIII. The Poetical Works of EDMUND SPENSER, 
with a Portrait and Life of the Author; and Portraits of bis 
Friends Sidney and Raleigh, the latter from Mr« BoNs'e 
Enamel, after an Original by Cornelius Janssbn ; also Four 
beantifiil Engravings from Thb Faerie Quberb, by Messrs. 
RoHNBT, ENOLBHEART,and C PTE,from new Derigns by Tao- 
MAS Stotharu, Esq. R. A. Elegantly printed in Six Voinmes, 
Small 8vo. Price tL is. Boards. 



PUBUSHE0 BT SHARPB ANP HAILBS. 



XIV. iiUDIBRABy a Posh } by Samubi. Butub. With 
Select Notes ^ Dr. Zachary Gbby, the Author'ft Rsmains, 
hU life, by Dr. Jobssou^ hit Portnuit^ and Froatispieces from 
Pictvres, by Robbrt Bmibke, Esq. R. A. EteganUy printed in 
Two Volames, HuM Bve. Price lis. Bonrds. 

xv. THE BEAUTIES OF STERNE; inclnding aU his Pa- / 
thetic Tiles, his Humoroot Descriptions^ his most distinguished 
ObsenratioBs <ai life, toA a copioos Selection from his Sermons. 
Keatly printed in One Pocket Volaaey with a fine Engiaring, 
St. €dU in Boards* 



xvi. THE BEAUTIES OF SHAKSPEARCI, legnlarly se- 
lected firom each Play; with a general Index» digesting them 
under proper Heads. By the late Rev. William Dodd^ ll. ». 
Fourth Edition, in One closely printed Pocket Volume, contain- 
ing upwards of 350 Pages, and embeUished with a beaatiftd Fron- 
tispiece and Vignette. Price 4^. 6d. in Boards. 

XVII. THE PANORAMA OF WIT, exhibiting at one View 
the choicest Epigtams hi the Eagliih Language* BeautiAiily 
printed in a Miniature Volume, with an Eiqpaving. Price 4s. 
in Boards. 

xviii. Dr. WATTS'S Ditinr Sonos i^oR Children ; a 
beautiful Edition, revised by the Rev. John Owen, a. si. and 
embelfished with an Engravhig by Anker 8111711, finom a Drawing 
by Mr. Stotrard. Price Is. sewed ; or m BoarAi, is. M 

XIX. The Life and Exploits of DON QUIXOTE DE 
LA MANCHA, translated from the Spanish of Miguel de 
Cervantes Saavedra. By Charles Jar vis, Esq. Embel- 
lished with Four highly-finished Engravings, by Messrs. Arm- 
strong, Raimbach, Bromlet, and Engleheart, from 
Pamtings, executed on Purpose for this Work, by Thomas 
Stothard, Esq. r. a. Four Oibinet Volumes, 14s. in Boards. 

%* This IB the only Pocket Edition of Jarvisls Tranalation, which is allowed to 
bo the best which has been executed of this celebrated Work. 



^OBUSHED BY SHABPB ANH HAtLBS. 



XX. THE ADVENTURES OF OIL BL AS, trandated fmm 
•the fVnieb «f MoBiiear lk Sagb. Bf Tobias Svollbtt, bi.0. 
EmbelHbed with Po«r hi^hly-fimihed EBgravings, aod Four 
Vignette E^pravinp, by Mevts. Abbxe Smith, a. r. a. Fitt- 
utm^ A. B. A. CooKB, E««LBHBA|tr, Mid MiTAN, fitMn PictDres 
eseeoted by BIr. Stothuid. Four Cabinet Volnmesy Price 
lf«. ui Boerdt. 

XXI, TBB MitCBUABBOOt WoRKt OF OUVER GOLD* 
SMITH, M.B. eoirtiHUBg Ui Vicv of VakeAeU, PeeM, Phiys, 
EmgrtyCitifeBorthe Woildyfte. EmbeHiabed with Eiq^vingt 
by Meant. G. Noblx, Ankbb Smitb, a.b.a. S. Noblb, 
Nbaolb, Mitab, nod Abmitbobo, from Drawingi exeested 
by RicHABD CooXy Eiq. Ss Cabinet Vohtaea, Prioe 18a ia 
Baarda. 

xxii. THE GARLAND^ n CoBection of PoxMS, chiefly 
npon Domestic Solgects, with n benntifiil Eagrnting. Price 
Is. sewed. 

xxiii. THREE FAVOURITE POEMS ; A Se^ to The 
Oabiabd: Henry and Easma, the Sdiool-MistrNS, and the 
Dying Negro; with a beantifiil Engravmg. Price is. sewed^ 

V Tbe Two lait Aitidci,in 1 voL ^.6d. Im Boaidn 

xxiT. Thb Dbaiiatig WoBKi or WILLIAM SHAK- 
m Nine Mimatnie VohoMs, Price 18s. sewed. 
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